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ADVERTISEMENT. 



i -■ 



JT is intended^ in this small vo- 
lume^ to combine^ in a few simple 
storiesy inndcent and moral enter- 
Mainment^ with an account of the 
characteristic manners and peculiar 
customs of different countries. — 
Most of the incidents^ as xoell as 
^he descriptions^ are gatherecl from 
Hhe writings of travellers qfreputa- 
ttion; and the author fatter s her- 

"^ [self she shall once more experience 
the indulgence of a public ^ to which 

j -she feels herself under lasting oblit 

\ gationSs 
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HUMAN MANNERS^ (^c. 

THE AFRICAN NEGRO. 



THE vast peninsula of Africa is the 
least ci^itized of any of the four quarters 
of the world ; and is inhabited by MoorS) 
-vrho are descended from the Arabs, and 
Pagan Negroes, the original possessors of 
the soil. 

Anipngst the numerous tribes of the lat^ 
terj which occupj the western aide of this 
extensive tract of country, are found the 
Mandingoes a people remarkable for sim* 
plidtjr and gentleness of manners. In oneoX 
their viliages dwelt a young man named Ah* 
ha : he was talU well proportioned, strong, 
wA actlYe. Ntit^r the sooty colour ot hii 
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^ THE AFRICAir KEGROl 

complexion, (for he wa& of « jet black) 
nor the short curly wool of kis hair, which 
surrounded his face, eould disguise a coun- 
tenance expressive of generosity and courage. 
This YQUtk was^ the chief, coiafort and 
support of a widowed mother, with whom 
he dwelt in thcsamehut, wfeich^he had built 
according to the fashion of his country. 
It was of a circular form, with a sloping 
roof. The walls were composed of mud ; 
a|^^ the roof formed of ban^boo canes, thatch « 
ed witbi long grass- The furniture accord- « 
e^ with the simplicity of the house, for it-, 
consisted of nothing more than a bullock'a* 
h^de, spread over a hurdle^ of canes upoa 
which they slept; two or three low, wooden 
stools ; a ^one jar for water ; spme es^rthen 
pots for (jessing their food ; and a few wood- 
en bowls and caJabasb^s, or drinking cups» ^ 
made of the diied skins of wild gourds. 

. Indifferent as these accommodati<ms majr^ * 
appear to those who. are accustomed to the 
many conveniences used in a European houses., 
^citjier Abba not iws joptJiier had % wi^b foP; 
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tnyr thing beyond whirt. they enjoyed. The 
huts, which formed the rest of the Tillage 
reaembled iheir own $ and each of them 
was furnished if) the same manner i not even 
that ofthedooty, or chief magistrate, was 
distinguished by any ornament, or vaiietf 
irf utensils. 

Contented with their situation, and ignor^t 
ant of any higher state of enjoyment, they 
lived very happily, and thought themselves 
sufficiently rich in the possession of afeW 
cattle, and a small piece of land, which sup" 
plied Abba with constant employment. It 
was his daily care, after milking the c;pws 
of a morning, to drive them to the most lux- 
urious pastures, and to collect them at night 
into the fold, round whioh he kindled large 
fires, to frighten away the wild beasts. But 
his attention to the cattle did not fill all his 
time. At the proper season he busied him- 
self in, planting his little field with Indian 
com,, or rice, which is a far more laborious 
operation among the Africans than amongf 
<the Europeans ^ for-instead of plotighing up 
2 
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to TBS AFBICAN N£0&a« 

the grouml, their ignorance of maehine^ 
obliges them to break the clods antl prepar^f 
the farrows ti^kh a hoe. When his businessi 
aiForJed him leisure, he would sometimes 
amuse himself with a walk in the woodd 
trith his bow and arrows, to shoot Guinea- 
fowl, partridges, or pigeons ; or he woul4 
provide a feast for his mother from the neigh- 
bo^rring stream, by catching her a dish * of 
fish, with' wicker baskets, or small nets of 
cotton. ^ 

, Whilst her son was thu& occupied abroad^ 
Mirna was not idle at home. All the gar- 
ments that they wore Mere the work of her 
hands : the raw cottoa, of which they were 
made, she prepared for the distaS*, by roll- 
ing it with au iron spindle upon a smooth 
stone; and whilst she sat spinning at the 
door of the hut, under, the shade of a date 
tree would often beguile the tedious, hours 
with a song. Whilst employed in herhouse-»*f 
hold affairs, she watched the time of Abba's 
retiirn from'lhe field or the chase with anxi-r 
ety, and never failed to have ready th©^ . 



Digitized by Google 



homely repast. Their pidndpal dish was 
generally kouskoVis, ia «6i^ of jmddiDg made 
«f flour, sqftened wui» tte steton of stewed 
Tneat; this fare was occasaouaUy, varied with 
the flesh of the antelope, . game, iish, rice 
dressed several ways, or gruel flavoured 
-with the juice of tamarinds. . - 

When the business pi>the day was pastj 
? Abba frequently -sflioked his pipe, with many 
"^ of his neighbours, who assembled of an even- 
ing at the beotang, whici? is a large stage, 
raised under the shady branches of a great 
jtree, in the middlt jof every village, serving 
the purpose of a public hall for the adminis- 
tration of justice, or the promiscuous meet- 
ing of th€ inhabitants. Wrestling Was. here a 
favourite diversion, in which Abba excelled^ 
both for strength and agility., On these oc^ 
casions the spectators sut on tlic ground^ 
forming acircli^ound the combatants whose 
motions JiJI^e regulated by the sound of a 
drum. 'Saving stripped themselves nakeiif 
except a puir of short drawers, and anointed 
their bodies with oU; or tji^ butter made from 
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the sheartlrec, to pwyen^t their anti^onjitt 
frgin gaining a firm grasp, th« wreatlcra 
were accustorojed U> approath eajch other oq 
all fours, tili one of thepi hajd the deijterity 
to seize the other by the knee, when they 
grappled together with all their force, till the 
weaker, or the least skilful, yielded to the sui^ 
• perior arm of his conqueror. A dance usual- 
ly succeeded the combat, which was enliven^ 
ied by the jingle of Httle bells fastened to th« 
legs and arms of the performers. Having 
danced till they were weary, they refreshed 
themselves with mead, or strong beer ; and 
the company retired, each to his own hut. 

6urh was the peaceful life of Abba and 
Mirna. But there is no dependence to be 
placed pn temporal hapjrfness: their tran- 
quillity was unexpectedly interrupted by the 
attack of a skirmishing party, belonging to a 
Moorish king, who had declared war against 
the Mandingo nation. The enemu was top 
powerful to be resisted. The greatest part of 
the village was burnt, the cattle seized, the 
men taken pri^onera^ and tlie aged and sick 
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THE AFRICAN NEGRO. 12 

left to perish with grief and hunger. Abbsi 
stood at the door of His hiiO and bravejy de- 
fended his mother to the last extremiiy ; but 
)l>eing overpowered by numbers, he was oblig- 
ed to submit to be yoked by a rope round 
bis neck, with three of his neighbours, who, 
like himself, by the chance of war, had be- 
came their slaves. Linked together by fours, 
in tins ignominious manner, with multitudes 
of his townsmen, guarded by soldiers armed 
with spears, he was led away to an unknown 
country, without a hope of ever returning to 
l^is ag^d parent, or enjoying the blessings of 
frejedopi. Despair was the first emotion of 
his mind; but necessity, and the sympathy 
of his companionSt reconciled him, in some 
degree, to his fate. The coffie, or company 
of slaves, in which poor Abba was placed, 
was conducted by fatiguing journeys, (ren- 
dered almost insupportable by scarcity of 
water and^ the intense, rays of the sun,) tc^ 
wards the frontiers of the enemy's country. 

Whenever they halted at a town for the 
night, they proceeded immediately to the 
2-2 
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14 TBS AVBI8QAK VSaRO. 

bentang, where they were presently sufy^ 
rounded by numbers of the inhabitants, wha 
flocked thither in crowds, to hear the adven- 
tures of the travellers, recited by the singing 
men who accompanied the coffle. These 
singers walked before the slaves, and encou* 
raged them by their songs, which they com* 
posed at the moment, suitable to every occa- 
won. When neither town nor village was 
within reach, the guides mostly sought out 
some spot for their lodging by the side of n 
stream, or near one of tho^e wells which are 
dug in this country for the refreshment of 
the thirsty traveller. On such occasions^ 
having no other covering tjian the sky, and 
the ground alone for a couch, each one lay 
^own to sleep ; the slaves being first sectired 
with irons, and fires made to defend them 
from the lions and hyaenas, whose howling^ 
'echoed froip the woods. Overpowered with 
fatigue, the greater part of the coffle slept 
soundly, notwithstanding the wretchedness 
pf the accomodations, and their reluctance 
tp perform the journey. Complaints werj? 
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laeffbctualj for though k often happened 
4diat their ^setbled with the roughness of the 
roadi and theii* legs swelled with the length 
of the way, yet, if they halted behind thp 
rest, they were reprimanded with severe and 
. repeat^ed stroke* of the whip, unallayed with 
any imxture of compassion fpr their suffer? 
inga. 

Having arrived at the place of their des^ 
tinatioui after alopg and painful march, thie 
alaves were disposed (^ to different masters. 

Abba was sold tp a person who collected 
ivory for the wjerchants, to whom his skill 
as a marksman was very valuable. His useful 
^^ualitieji and docility of disposition won the 
regard of his master, who, as a mark of fa? 
srour, permitted him to attend hiip on an ex? 
jcursion into the woods in search of elephants. 
The party consisted of four or five hunters, 
each furnished with a musket, powder and 
ball, arid a leathern bag filled with meal suffit 
cient for several days. Thus equipped, they 
entered the most unfrequented part of the 
Uroods, searching attentively for traces of 
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16 THS AFRICAN NEGRO* 

their prey. After wandering through forests/ 
nihabited by the fiercest blasts, and serpents 
of enormous size, a whole dajr^: without find* 
ing a single elephant, they each climbed a 
high tree, where they .might sleep in secu^ 
rity* They had not gone far the next day 
before the footsteps of elephants, and broketi 
branches of trees scattered on the groundt 
promised them mor^ success. Conducted b^ 
these signs, they presently came in sight of 
a numerous herd of those huge animals, upon 
which the Moor ordered his companions to 
draw near with caution, concealing them- 
selves as they advanced in the long grassi 
and wait till they perceived a single elephant 
Stray from the herd, before they discharged 
their pieces. It was not long before one of 
the largest beasts, attracted by the branches 
of a favourite tree, forsook the resti and 
wandered within shot of the place where the 
hunters were hid, Abba seized the favour- 
able moment, and discharged his musket 
with such dexterity, as to lodge the ball in 
his head. The beast; mad with paiO) ran 
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Atricmsly about for a few mkiutea ; thep stag- 
gered and Cell : when he was pre«)ent1y dis* 
patched by a general fire from the whole 
company. As soon as the animal was dead, 
the teethi being the principal prize^ were 
carefully sti'uck out with a light hatchet, 
brought with them for the purpose-; after 
wliich, stripping of |he hide and stretching 
it out on the ground to dry, they divided the 
flesh into small pieces, made 9 hearty meal 
on part of them, and hung up the remainder 
to be dried by the sun for a foture occasion. 
Flushed with success, they penetrated into the 
deepej&t recesses of the woods, and were so 
fortunate, that seldom a day passed withpul 
m victim. Amongst these expert hunters none 
jexcelled Abba in hitting a mark, which inip 
duced the Moor, who was eager for spoil, to 
euffer him to hunt at a eon^derable distance. 
Whilst on oijie of these ei^peditions, he was 
struck with the possibility of making his 
escape, and returning to his country and his 
friends* He felt that he was bound by no tie, 
IP a masler ^ho h^d ^oi a ji^st chAtn to en* 
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18 THE ▲FRICASr MEORO. 

slate him ;' and the desire of liberty was se 
strong, that he determined to ri^k every dan- 
ger to ohtain it* He therefore directed hi« 
course towards a patli tliat led out of the for- 
est ; hut not daring to take the beaten tracki 
for fear of detection, he had inestpressible dif* 
jBpulty in struggling through the entangled 
underwood, which rendered this unfrequented 
part of the woods almost impassable. He held 
pn his way, undismayed by every obstacle, tiB 
the approach of evening, when his spirits be- 
gan to droopi from extreme thirst, which he 
could find na means of allaying. Despairing 
of relief, he was on the point of giving himself 
Up for lost,. when, to his inexpressible joy, he 
heard th^ croaking of innumerable multitudes 
of frogs, which he knew was a sure indication 
that a pool of water was at hand. Having re- 
freshed himself with a handful of meal from . 
his bag, and a draught of water from the pool, 
he climbed a high tree, where he resolved 
to remain till the break of day. The speed 
^ith which he renewed his journey, from the 
dread of being purs9ed by his master^ sooa 
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led hiiii into the open cdontry, towards th6 
borders of the Great Desert : a route full 
4>rdHlicuhfi but less exposed to obserratioit 
fhan the direct road. The intense heat of 
the sun. reflecting upon a bed oJF sandy was 
tearly insupportable. Hisfc<6t were scorched 
with the heat of the ground ; and his tonguo 
dare to the roof of his mouth with thirst» 
Which it was n^t possible to quench with an]r 
thing but a few morsels of gum, gathered 
^from some straggHng trees as he passed. 

Hating travelled many a weary mile, with-^ 
out seeing a human habitation, or ahy ani-' 
9»al except the bcundtfig antelope and a fc# 
^trichest he was overjoyed' to observe, from 
the top of a rocky eminence, the curlings 
smoke ascend from the centre of a group of 
trees in the plain . Supposing that it proceed" 
ed from the dwellings of some shepherds, who 
had fixed their abode there for the sake of 
a well in the neighbourhood, he directed 
his steps to t|le spot, and had the satisfactioti 
to find he wasAot mistaken. He approa^^ied 
their tents with caution, till he was assured oi 
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thdr fnettMj dkfosltioii. Pefceitfnj^ a yf$m 
tnati y^iih a chik) in hef arms 8ktiiv|^ beibi« 
•ne of the t^ts, be' Tedtured to ask, het for « 
t>owl of inilk^ which ftbe kindly gvn^ hkn 9 
and taking phj on his foddm eoni^titi^^ 
irelcomecl him to the best food she bad, and 
a i»at in the comer of (he tent for the night 
Amongst these shepherds was a perscto 
who subsisted bf writing sopliiesy or sentefn^ 
ces out of the koraHf which are esteemed 
by the untutored negroes as eharm», thi^ 
will defend them against all accidents. Ah* 
ba, impressed from infanc]r in a belief of their 
efficacy, did not fait tcr purchase seteral of 
these sacred apells; as a protection for the 
rest of his journey. After sharing the mom^ 
ing's repast with this hospltstble family, h€ 
prepared for his departure, with many thanktr 
to his hostess, offering her at the same timb* 
the only reward he had to bestow, which 
was a few small white shells, called koWrie% 
used as money amongst the Africans; bul 
she .was t6o generous to receive payment fof 
assistance giten to a stranger in-distress; and 
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desired he would keep them for some future 
occasion. 

Relying^ oft the poTrtrful effects of the sa* 
^hieSf and iuTigorated by rest and refresh* 
IfDettt) he iet oixt in high spirits, though a 
|hick> hasy appeatance in the east prognosti- 
cated a sand^wiDd from the desert. He had 
Bot proceeded many mites before it overtook 
him, and raised such cIo:ids of fine white 
sand, as darkened the whole atmosphere, and 
threatened him with suffocation ; but he was 
enabled to secure himself tolerably from hs 
effects by turning his back to the wind, and 
eovering his face with the meal-bag, to pre* 
vent the fme particles of sand from entering 
bis motttli and nostrils. 
- The storm abating, he renewed his way 
uninterruptedly^ till he came to the bank of 
a considerable river. Being a good swim- 
D&er, he made no hesitation of plunging 
into the stream ; but just as he was within 
reach of the opposite shore, he was attacked 
by a monstrous crocodile, and escaped- hm 
^evouiing jaws merely by a foi^unate spring? 
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which placed him beyond the powei* ot hh 
enemy. 

Night coming on, and no habitation near» 
Abba chose a tree^ as on former oceasionsi 
for his resting-place 5 but he had scarcely 
composed himself before he was startled bf 
the sound of horses' feet, and presently 
discovered, by the light of the moon, a party 
of Moo^», who were on the scout for plun- 
der. IXreading discovery, he hastily de>» 
scended, and skulked under some thick 
bushes, intending to lie concealed tli«re till 
they were out of hearing ; but the sight of 
a huge lion obliged him to leave his retreat 
and resume his former situation, before they 
were well passed. Though he had escap* 
ed their observation, he did not feel himself 
secure, lest they should return by the same 
road on the morrow : the thought disturbed 
him, and prevented him from closing hi» 
eyes. Whilst he sa,t meditating on his for- 
lorn situation, a scene of terrific grandeur 
presented itself before him. It is the cus- 
tom, in some parts of Africai to set fire to 
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4he withered grass and stubble, for the pur- 
. pose of clearing the ground of« rubbish and 
producing a fpcsher verdure. It happened 
that a general burning of this kind had 
taken place - that evenings and afforded a 
inagnifi::ent spectacle, heighttntd by the 
solemnity of the night* which was unusu- 
ally dark after the moon was^one down. 
The flames spread rapidly all over the 
country for miles, and illuminated the 
3f hole skjr. The fire, communicating from 
bush to bush, disturbed the wild beasts, and 
their bowling resounded through the air. 
Abba felt a mixture of admiration and terror 
at the objects around him, till weariness 
overpowered attention, and he sunk into a 
profound sleep. He awoke in the morning 
much refreshed ; and, as he could discover 
nothing of the Moors, set off again, full of 
hope that he should reach the territory of 
the Mandingoes before night. The nearer 
. he approached his owi) country, the more 
impatient he grew, and the more hastily he 
pushed forwards ; but he was retarded in his 
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progreibs by the jising of a whirlwind, and 
obliged to take aheiterin acavern» which waif 
probably the ab^de of lions and hyecDas# 
Nothing was able to resist the fury of thi^ 
hurricane. The «and was raised to an atpaz4 
ing height in different places, and appeare4 
like so many moving pillars of smoke: smaU- 
trees were ^otn up by the roots, and the 
branches of large ones.hurled toa considera? 
i>le distance. No sooner had tli'e whirlwind 
subsided, than he sallied out of tl^e cavcf 
determined to proceed, though it rained. 
Jheavily, and he had no other covering but 
his usual dress, which consisted of a whiti^ 
cotton cap and a loose cotton frock, with 
di»awers reaching half T^ay down his legs;* 
till he had an opportunity of gathering a huge 
leaf front) a liboa-tree» which he placed upon 
his head, aiid was th^n as completely guard^^ 
ed from the shower as if he had had an um- 
hrella. The rain abated, and he proceeded 
briskly for some miles without s<?eing any 
thing remarkable, except an innumerablo 
swarijn of locuStn, which covered the trees S9 
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tfaickl]^! as to make them appear of a black 
colour, and destroyed all their foliage. He 
|U)W advanced into a more enclosed country, 
and had the pleasure of seeing, from an emi" 
nence, fields of rice, a herd of camels feed- 
ing, and the smoke of villages, ivhich he knew 
belonged to his countrymen. So great was 
his joy at being so near the object of his 
wishes, that he felt neither hunger nor fatigue 
till h^ reached the first town, where he was 
velcomed at the bentang by several old ac- 
quaintances, who provided him with refresh- 
ment, and made great rejoicings at his 
return. In vain did l>e inquire after his 
mother's safety and the state of his native 
Tillage. No one was able to give him an ac- 
count ; or thejr were unwilling to interrupt 
the general festivitj. 

Several hours passed in singing and danc? 
ing, accompanied with music, till the night 
being far spent they retired to rest. 

No entreaties could detain him longer than 
the morning from setting out iu search of 
Us mother. He proceeded dirj^ptly to his for? 
2-3 
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mep abode, and had the inexpres8iblc grief of 
finding the whole village a heap of ruins. H« 
wandered from phicc to place befere he could 
obtain any certain intelllgeiMse of his mother** 
fate. At last he met with one of hef ne«* 
relations^ who informed him that she sunk a 
prey to melancholy soon after his departure* 
At first he Was overcome with affiittion ; but 
he was gradually consoled by the kindness of 
his relation, who, having lately lost a son> 
addpted him in his stead. T!i€ mutual inter- 
course ol kind offices produced such an affec* 
lion between them, as equallt^d that of a fond 
father and a dutiful soui This tender con^ 
nexion subsisted witliout interruption till the 
death of the old man, who left Abba heir to 
all his possessions. The prospect of wealth 
did not restrain Abba from, expressing his 
filial regard for the deceased, in loud and 
dismal bowlings; and after wrapping the 
body in a mat, he interred it with great re- 
spect in a grave dug in (he floor of his Init. 
Having enjoyed the pleasures of doravstiiJ 
Uft) he was saiHi weary of Uving alone i and 
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his aflfectxons being fix^d upon a yoking wo- 
SDan in ib^ same village, he obtained the 
consent of hej* parents to make her his wife» 
snd paid the price of two slares for her^ 
In a few fears he grew rJLch, and added two 
soore wives to his establishmentv according 
to the Uceotious custom of his country^ 
'Which allows a man to marry three or four 
women, if he can maintain them- Being 
How settled ibr, the remainder of his days, he 
ted a happy and prqsperous life, and had 
the satis&ction of living to see a^numerous 
|m>geny of children and grand children flou* 
fishing around him. 



i 
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THE Archipelago is scattered with islands 
of the greatest fertility, which, have been the 
scenes of many past events recorded in clas- 
sic story. In Patmos, the cavern is still 
shown where St. John is believed to have writ- 
ten the book of Revelations ; and Honiv r kept 
^ school in the island of ^cio. Rhodes was 
famed for a colossus in bronse, one hundred 
and thirty feet high, that was esteemed one 
of the Seven Wonders of the World. The 
climate is so genial, that in most of them 
the myrtles and jasmines are interspersed 
with olives plam-trees, and cypresses: groves 
of lemon, orange, and citron trees perfume 
the air ; and the vine is cultivated with the 
greatest success : almonds, figs, mulberries, 



Digitized by Google 



PQAVS AUD KVPHRAftlA. 29 

i^id othjcr rich fruit*, grow to perfcctioijj both 
in size and flavour. The inhabjitants are ths 
descendants of the ancient Greeks^ themosi 
polished nation tha^ ever fionrished on the 
«aith ; excelling in arts, arms, the love of 
freedom, and the cukivation of the humai^ 
inind. But^ alas i the present race are much 
lallcn from the glory of their ancestors, 
though they still bea;* traces of their high 
4escent, in the beauty of their persons and 
the ilveliness of their miners ; yet they are 
slaves, or, at least, they groan under tho^ 
4espotic government of the ignorant Turkst 
Vho treajt them with conten^pt, and oppress 
them with heavy cipac.tions. They pitjfess 
Christianity ; and their mode of worshiplias 
a resembUnce, in the variety and pomp of 
its cerismonies, to that of the Roman Catho- 
lic, though they dififer in some points of 
iaith. 

Their vivacity and lovie of show induce a 
loudness for festival^) which they observe 
with dancing and a display of the gayest 
jattire« On one of these occasions^ held iii 
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honour of the Blessed Virgin, in thfi island 
of Scio, a multitude of the youth of bothr 
sexes were assembled ; amongst them was 
distinguished by the graces of his person 
and elegance of his air, a young man >named 
Dorus, the son of a isrealthy merchant, wt^ 
Tes^d^d in the town of Scio. The smiles and 
condescending civility of the young girls, who 
seemed to contend who should showlum the 
Hiost favour, excited the envy of his rivals ^ 
and conscious of excelling his companions^ 
be led the sprighUy dance, and singkd out 
^he most beautiful of the fair ones, who with 
pleasure gave him the^r hands. They formed 
several circular dances, and footed it gaily 
to the music* till overcome with theexerciset 
they divided into small partic^^ and enjoyed 
the fi eshne$s of the evening breeze along tl^ 
sea shore. Here was a brilliant display ef 
beauty and finery ; but the dress of the wp-s. 
men of Scio is so pecular, that it reqt^res a; 
particular description. The head is covered 
with a close cap, embroidered in gold, en- 
icircled by a handK^r^hiwf .adorned with ne£n 
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Ae<»troi1t^ tnd the hair fcft flowing; in ring- 
ku oik the back. A green satin spencer sits 
close to the body ; and the inside of the 
deeres ar6 stuffed with cottoht to make the 
wearer* look piciinp : above this is worn a 
wide outer rest, reaching to the knees, and 
the skirts plaited so full as to rtsemble a 
short, wide hoop; this is generally taade of 
green or pink satin : from the bosom to the 
kn^es is a short apron of embroidered silk or 
satin, below which appears the red enrvfiroi^ 
4e,red garters. They weat white stockinijs, 
smd slippersor shoes fancifully decorated with 
coloured ribbons, but mostly dowfi at the 
bed ; and on festivals many of them daub 
their cheeks with a great deal of rouge. 

Dorusy vain of the attention he had gained, 
and sure that wherever he paid his court he 
should meet with an equal reiurn, advanced 
boldly towards a young female of exquisite 
beauty, whose expressive black eyes had at- 
tracted his admiration* Her face was of a 
f ne oval, and her complexion, uncorrupted 
by art^ was of the most delicate, tranq^ai^nt 
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white : the glossy black of her flowing hmir 
might be compared to ebony ; and th« fiu« 
cinating modesty and grace of her air, threw 
an uospeakaUle charm tiver her whole per* 
ton. The presuming familiarity of Doni« re* 
ceived a check from Etiphrasia (for that wm 
her name) which^ though it mortified his 
tanity, increased his admiration ; and after 
many fruitless attempts to gain ' her farettr, 
night obliged him to retire, full of the im- 
pression she had made on his heart, and*«f 
4oubt whether he should ever prevail withher 
to admit his addresses. 

The following night he took a boat, an^ 
drdered the waternjan to row him oppoote 
to the house that contained the object ef 1^ 
affections. From this situation he sere&aded. 
her with soft music, and songs of his owia 
composing, expressive of the warmth and sift* 
cerity of his passion. Night after night he 
repeated these assurances, in the same mafn* 
ner, without receiving the Smallest token of a 
return of affection from the obdurate farr-ofie. 
Time and assiduity will prevail over ohBlft* 
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cles that app^i^ ttDconqiierabk* He continu- 
ed hb nightly aermuMk) and neglected no 
«pponunity ofjgivjng her teslimQiiies of his 
Jove ; wad EnpjMmsia begatt to think thenotea 
•f h2» viol sounded softer than at first ; naf-y 
•be woukl aoi^netifltteatiyto awaken he^elf 
tp Uaten to the words of his soDgs> >vhich 
8te was indiaed to beUeye were the skioere 
efiwisioas of his heart. He did not trtist to 
the power of music alonei but n^ntured to 
oSer her preseets of tihe finest frnsts, which 
$]te h9d constawtly re&sed. A basket of 
tame partridges met with a better reception. 
Alter some hesitation she kept them ; and 
l^orns had tho pleasure to find that she at* 
tended them herself, aad sent them every 
morning abroad ki the fields to get their Hv- 
ing) and ki the etening blew a whistle to 
recall thefii home. This fondness fot iiis 
gift raised his drooping hopes : and, grown 
leas-Yatn by the dtSculty of success, he.once 
more took courage to present himscif beftw 
her, and to declare his love ; not with the 
forward air of confidence hQ liad assumed at 
4 
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their first triefetingv hm -wtfeh the diffident 
and htrmiltty of otte-who fears t^ offend. 

Eirphrasia, pleased with the alterat|o)i^ 
listened to his declarations; and, as they 
were agreeable to her father,' betame hifc 
wife the day ske was sixteen. The parents 
of both the young people bcrng opwleat, they 
were richly dtess^ for the cercmoney ? and 
the Imde was attended to church by a mim- 
berof young femalefriendS) toe^ich of whota 
she presented,' as nuptial gifts, pieces of flow- 
ing streamers of gold tinsel, that reached 
from her head to the ground, 

DoriiSi happy in the possessipn of his dear 
and long sought Euphrasia^ was impatient 
to show her the habitation he had prepared 
for her reception. It was a lofty, handsome 
ediBce, built of stone and nvarble^ wit4) spa- 
cious apartments, handsomely finished in 
the Chinese fashion withinside, and a terrace 
on the top. Its situation was on the decliv- 
ity of a mountain overlooking the sea. The 
garden wa% enclosed by high stone walls ; but 
it produced a rich. variety of the most de- 
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ficious frmts, and odorifeious flowers that, 
scented the air with their fragrance. Behind 
tke hoiise i>o»e a grove of tall Xfpresfr trees, 
wa^r^d b.f a re&efrhing fountain, which a^f 
fofd«d.a pkaaant shade in the midst of the 
lioltest; day^. The purple ^ clustef^ of a :rieh 
TJIieyaiidv/ intermixed with the- golden fruit 
o€?Qf angei ti^eesj adorned ani(4h^ spot, chosen 
fa?>ii{^tlrenieiH andplca^re ; and -exteit^Te 
la^erry plaDtation8> nourishing millions of 
sUH-wot^nis* enclosed thei other side of the 
l^QUse, and annualljr produced 2^ source of 
fTt^jalth to Dorus, whose ^ourtshing farm 
Inched , several' miles pcundt his dwelling* " 
His fields'were whitened withfiocksof shec p^; 
hJ^«rops of'Comwet% abundant; lib ollvey 
irees yielded plenty of the purest oiirawd he 
seat 4 large quantititss of the valuable gum ' 
in«9tic^ gathered from his lenttsk treeis;^tO"> 
Cotts^amiuoipky for the uie of tlw G^raswd-- 
Si^lftior. Blessed by the ^Et« of fqitttfte,/^ 
de)fQ|^d.h1[lnseJf tapleasurejind(thedtf«i9e of ' 
groiWiiig/rioh^ and became evtary.da^ iirprc 
jin^lttfHiHite m ihc^ diiUes Af rttUg^iHQr apd isetf? 
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comniaml. Vain of his person^ and fiiU of 
seU-loTei he sought for daily gratification^ 
and gave a loose to every incliDatioii, whe* 
the? consistent with the dictates of his con*- 
scknce or otherwise. Euphrasia, who was 
sincere in her devotions^ and anuahle in her 
conduct) often reiaonstrated with her hus- 
band on his negligence^ and a want of atten- 
tion to a strict adherence to truth and im* ^ 
partial justice in making bargaiiis. H« 
laughed at hejr aernples, and contJiMicd ^ 
:act contrary to her advice^ whilst be could 
not refuse the tribute of eateeoa to her virtue; 
and as her prudence and principUjft becamt 
more fixed, though h«£r beauty was a littlt 
Impaired, he loved her with a still 9tr««fer 
attachment. After tbey had lived together ' 
in an uninterrupted course of felicity for $vs 
y«ai*s, the plague was brought to the island 
by a vessel from Constantinople. The sea^ 
son was unusually hot, and the disease made 
dreadful havoc in the t<»vns. By degrees 
it spread into the country, and made its ap* 
pearance in the viMage where Dorus resided. 
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Borua bimself wa2 the first in h^s own fa* 
ttuly who was attacked with it. Euphrasia, 
inattentive r to- l»er own d^nger^ or rather re- 
s^g^i^g hecseif to the disposal of Providence, 
atteiided. him with the greatest aoMduit^f and 
by her. tender care not. only endeared htrrself 
more to him than ever, but was a principal 
iBeass of restoring- him to health. Being 
e^hmiQted hy fatigue, of body and anxiety of 
Blind,, her con&titutioa was in, an ttnlavour^ 
able situation to resist such a malignant dis- 
ease. The. day her husband left his cham- 
bcr, &he began to .complMii> and on.t^e night 
foUowing. expired, after sf:no^sly exhorting 
' Borus, in ]th« mo»t ai^ctionate manner, to 
cultivate a^ r^;Ugiou4 i^o»*i^eof life, as the 
onlyjM>ui;c^ of . Teal h^piness* , n 
]>orus.. was overpowered- by the . sudden 
stroke, aiidthewd^t of hid misfortune. He 
felt himself: alone i»^fe. wide world, without 
the btloved pai!tner of all his joys ; and thus 
isolated, evcf y thing ceased to please. That 
wealth, in the puratiit of which J^e had beta 
ao eager, had no longer any charmes for him^ 
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for why should he grow rich when he had 
not an object on whom he could laTish his* 
treasures. Mu^C) dancing) c^ii^any, all 
his former delights were odious to bxm with^* 
out the S7ni|>athy of his beloved Euphrasia ; 
and the charmii^ retreats surrounding hi& 
habitation, which they used to enjoy toge# 
ther, appeared to him like a barren desert. 
Deprived, by this loss, of a tfste for the 
enjoyments of the world, he began to reflect 
on the wisdom of her adn^nitions, and to 
suffer her, when dead, to be an effectual 
counseUor, whose reproofs were vain wheim^ 
Uving. The retirement into which his gfimt 
plunged him, gave him an opportunity for 
&elf-examination ; and as he b^d no longer 
any reUsh for his former pursuits, ke deterr 
mined to bestow his possessimis upon his 
younger brother, and to retire to the convent 
pf Nehahmouee^ that he might p^ss the re« 
mainder of his days in penitence and prayer. 
He applied to the superior for admisElon> 
and was received with that friendship and 
compassion that were duetahis^inisfortunes* 
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The tranquility of this sacred retreat wa» 
well adapted to soothe his grounded spirit : 
and €be solemnity of the religious ceremonies 
dailj performed* toTaise his mind to devo* 
tioB. At first he was suffered to indulge his 
meiimeholy without ioterruption ; but the 
superiori who was a man of discernment^ 
knew that idleness an4 Inactivity were neither 
Hkeiy to cure his grief or amend his heart ^ 
therefore, after he had" pasiSed some lim« 
without any other employment than attending 
the stated calls for worship in the chapel of 
the eonvent, he appointed him to the office 
of receiving all travellers who should apply 
for the hospitality of the holy fathers, and 
provide for theit loc^ng and entertainment, 
for three days, if they chose to accept it. 
The first effort of rousing himself from his 
habit of supinely wandering about, wrapt in 
mournful contemplation, was painful; but 
the pleasing task of oiTering refreshment to 
the weary, and frequently comfort to the 
ctistressed, produced a sort pf satisfaction, 
that) by degrees^ arose almost to pleasure, and 
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gradually restored him to calm resignation to 
the dispensations tf IHvine Wrtddm. He 
became remarkable for his piety ^d the 
^t^ictness of his life; and by his gepMetiess 
and humility, gained the love of all the 
brethren, who, on the death of the superior, 
with orte voice chose him to take ,the yener- 
lible office, in which he ended his days». fiiU 
pf years, and honoured with tbe benedictiQti^ 
of the whole island. 
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NEAR tlie banlim of the Ganges, a migli* 
ty ri?eF held sacred by the Hindoosy nattTe« 
of the wea^ peninsala of Hindostan, is^ a 
stupendous cataract^ that ru^es with Impe^ 
tuous force over the scattered fragments of 
the rocks, dasliipg Its silver foam from ftiU 
to MU till itreaches a basin below, whence 
it fiows in a rappid stream thr<2^gh shadf 
irooda of tall forest trees, till its waters are 
l<ist in the Ganges^ 

At the bottom of the lower fall is a grea^ 
hollow cavern, venerated by the Hindoos 
with religious supersltitiov, from the inside 
of which the descent of the cataract is seen 
in full view, forming part of the ar^ of a 
great circle. . This cavern was the favourite 
retreat for solemn meditation of an aged 
3ramin, who opiated as chief priest in a 
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temple raised at a few miles distance) 6n the 
shore of the sacred stre^am. The tempte* 
or pagoda) as the^r are often called^ is a stone 
building) rising to a great height in the 
form of a pyramid^ ^ith ft flat top. The out- 
side is richly adorned with bass relievos; 
and close by it is a tank, or reservoir of 
water, with steps tlescending to the bottom) 
for the convenience of the devotet:8 wjio^r 
tend the temple* . > 

Sydney, an English gentleman, of an ttf 
lightened mind and engaging jnanners^ who., 
Ivas* travelling in pursuit, qf knowledge 
through the interior parts of the country, . 
was accidentally led into this cayern )M&t a^ . 
the Bramin had retire^Wiither. The.yjCineiir . 
able aspect of the Hindoo priest, with bis 
head and the upper part of h js body wncor- ; 
ercd, (except. by the zennar, qc badge ef 
his order, which is made of a certain ny|i^ 
ber of threads of cotton, throvirn f^v^r h^ . 
shoulders,) attracted the respect of J^ydi^^y., 
He approached him with reverence,. T^ 
Qramin; with great gentlene&s> welcome^ t^M^ 
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Stranger, and guided him to the inward re- 
cesses of the cavern^ the sides of.which were 
adorned with pendant petrifactions of various 
and beautiful forms. He then led his com- 
panion to dififerent points of the rock, from 
whence the view of the cataract) and the ad- 
jacent country, appeared to the most advan- 
tage. Sydney was charmed by the kind at- 
tentions of his new fpiend, arid the bea^ities 
of the scene beneath him. From the summit 
of the mountain, the cataract rolled witk 
impetuous force. The declivities of the rocks 
Were clothe'd with trees, abbu'nding with 
monkeys, green parrots, maccaws, and pea- 
cocks. The Ganges meandertd through the 
plain below, whi^Mras covered wttfi green 
turf, on which spSH the elegant deer and 
the bounding antelope. 

The conversation insensibly turned upon 
the works of creation, and subjects t f natural 
philosophy. In a science, both had culti- 
vated with earnestness, the similarity of their 
taste attached them to each other. The Bra- 
min insisted that Sydney should accept an 
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apartment in his house during his stay m 
that neighbourhood: an ofier be readily 
embraced. 

His habitntion consisted of only one story. 
On «ach side oC the door, towards tbestreetf 
there was a narrow gallery^ covered by the 
slope of the roof projecting oter it) wiuch 
was supported by wooden pillars. The en- 
trance led to a court) surrounded also by a 
gailei*y, on one side of which they were 
conducted into a large rooni^ open in fronts 
and covered with mats and carpets, wbeiv 
the Bramin wa» accostomed to receive viiuts 
and transact bumess. 

The attainiRent of khoiiiedge being the 
principal objfct of SydgA|tb travets, nothing 
eouldbe more lavouran^> ^ns (design than 
his intimacy with the Bramin, whose great 
knowledge in the religion, history, and an- 
cient customs of the Hindoos, had rendered 
him the oracle of his countrymen. He war 
of a communicative disposition, and took 
particular delight in explaining the mytho- ; 
logy of the Hindoo deities, and the privi-' 
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leges of bis order. He boasted that bis na- 
tion was of tbe most remote antiquity ; . and 
said, that by tbe coratnand of their principal 
deity, Brama, they were divided into four 
distinct tribes, or casts, vrz. tbe firamin, tbe 
Khatry, the Rhy&e, and the Zoodera. Ot 
these, the Bramin is the most noble, taking 
precedence even of princes. His office is to 
ibstruct the subordinate casts, and super* 
hitend the religious ceremonies ; consequent- 
^ ly, tbe priesthood is confined to that tribe. The 
duty of tbe Khatry is to govern and defend 
liis country : from this tribe, therefore, are 
chosen sovereigns, generals, and othor offi-* 
cers of state. The enrployments of the 
Rhyse, or Bat^tt|, are com tierce and agri- 
<SuUure. Ant! tWliai^d lot of the Zooderais 
Ifibour and obedience. 

No Hindoo ever quits tbe cast in v^hich he 
is born, unless he degrades himself by the 
<^ommission of certain crimes, which deprive 
him of that honour ; a p\inishment that i& 
C6nsidered tbe greatest disgrace that can befal 
a Hindoo. Tfie miserable wretches whoa^'^ 
5 
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thus consigned to infamy 1brm a fifth classy* 
called Parias, or Chandalas, who are de<* 
spised as the very dregs of the people, and 
€mj>loyed in the meanest offices. H« enu- 
naerated tlie names of their principal deities, 
and djescribed the symbols by which they 
are distinguished. 

Uncfer the appellation of Brama, he repre- 
sented the Supreme Being, as the primary 
cause of all things ; mixing the universal be- 
lief of a creating and superintending provi- 
dence, with the wildest superstitions. The 
attributes of the Divinity he characterised un- 
der different per^nagesof their mythology ; 
saying, that after having formed the world, 
Brama created ^ female dd|^ named Bawa- 
nty, whom the Hindoos caHl^ mother of the 
gods, because she is said to have produced 
three eggs, whence sprang Brimha, Vishnou^ 
and Sheevah, representatives of the wisdom, 
goodness, and porwer of the Supreme. Be-* 
sides these, and a numerous train of inferior 
deities, they worship a variety of demi-gods, 
irbo iahabit the airi the ^^rthi and the wa-^ 
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ters ; «o tbat erery mountain, river, town, 
and villas?:e has its peculiar patron, who, 
like a tutelar saint, watches over its privi- 
ieges and defends it from inj«ry. 

The amiable countenance of the philoso- 
phic Bramin became more animated, and his 
Jan^iage more energetic, when he discoursed 
on their belief in a future state of reward to 
the good, and punishment to the wicked. He 
enlarged, with peculiar complacency, on the 
oWigalion to charity, gentlepcss and hospi- 
tality ; observing, that they were due not on- 
ly to friends, but to enemies : " for the gifts 
of Heaven,** said he, " are extended to the 
whole human I'ace ; the degraded Chandala 
is warmed equ^¥ with the noble Bramin, by 
the rays of the satne sun, and-chtered by the 
beams of the samemoim : the rain and gentle 
dews' refresh the ground for the benefit of 
them both ; and the earth yields her increase 
for their mutual support. Does not this," 
continued he, <* teach a lesson of universal 
benevolence, and that we are not to confine 
our acts of kindness to any particular »et of 
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The life and parctice of the Bramin ao 
corded with his precept?- He instructed the 
ignorant, administered medicines to the sick9 
(Cheered the afflicted, and was the friend of 
tthe unfortunate. Mild and humane towards 
others, without being indulgent to himsel{^ 
he strictly observed the rules of his religion, 
and abstained, most rigorousljr, from every 
species of animal food ^ living on rice, fruits^ 
^nd milk, and avoiding, with the utmo^( 
care> destroying any living creaturje ; so that 
he would go out of his path, rather thai^ 
tread upon a worm or an ant. 

An extraordinary instance of his adherence 
to these tenets occurred whilst Sydney wa^ 
hh inmate. As they were one day amusing 
themselves with experinwfcts ff%i^ the air-f 
pump, electrical machine, and other philo^ 
lioplnc'dlinstruments that Sydney had brought 
from England, it happened that the subject 
accidentally turned on the surprising powers 
of telescopes and magnifying glasses. The 
Indian priest listened with admiration ta 
Sy^npy's account of Dr. Herscliel's vast ap* 
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paratus, near Windsor, by which the eye 
is enabled to explore the distant regions of 
the heavens, and to discover planets unknown 
to the astronomers of former ages. He next 
exhibited the wonders of the microscope, 
an(f proved that all nature teemed with in- 
habitants. He showed thM the bloom of the 
plunt consbted of innumerable swarmes of 
the minutest insects ; and that the most mi- 
nute drop of water was full of animalcula, 
that, from. their extreme smallness, could 
not be discovered by the naked eye. 

The dignified serenity of the Bramin's 
countenance was changed, on this discovery, 
to a distressing anxiety. He appeared to be 
iuddenly indisposed, and hastily withdrew 
to his priv*ke"apartment. The next morn- 
iflg, the sun had scarcely gilded the distant 
horizon before he sought his friend, and 
eagerly demanded what price he would take 
for that curious glass he had shown hiiti the 
preceding day. Sydney replied, that having 
brought it so far for his own use, he would 
pot part with it for any sum. The Bramiq 
2-5 
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made large offers. Sydoey still declined^ 
gelling it ; till at length the Bramin's desire 
to possess it overcame all considerationsi and 
.be declared that he wa$ villing to give his 
wrbole fortune, vhich was very large, to be- 
come master of the microscope* Sydney, 
f^stonished at his importunity, gave that to 
^iendship which he had denied to his pecu« 
jiiary proposals. He presented him with the 
jnici'oscppe as a free gift. The Bramin re^ 
ceived it wjJth jpy and g;rat?tude : but no 
sooner had he got pps^ssion of it, than, raisr 
|ng his arm on lugh« he dashed it with his 
utmost force against a stone wal),into a thou^ 
^and pieces. 

" What do you mean by this mad ac* 
lion?" said Sydney; <* ^s it for this that 
you coveted it so earnestly ?" 

" Yes ;" replied thje Bramin, with dignity. 
« This small machine has rendered me the 
iiiost wretched of the human species, by show- 
ing me that it was impossible to obey the pre-. 
<pept of Brama and live. I was therefore re- 
^olYjed on its destruction) lest it should UHf: 
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wise embitter the peace of any of my 
brethren." 

Sydney, though he regretted the loss of 
his glass for 80 fruitkss a^purpose, could not 
help admiring the Bramin for his veneration 
of those doctrines he had early imbibed as 
the dictates of truth; and only lamented 
Uiat he had not had the advantage of purer 
sources of infornaatioD) before the preju- 
dices of education fettered his understandings 
Whilst his erroneous notions of duty excited 
his . pity, his virtues secured his esteem ; 
and the longer they remained together, the 
2iiore sincerely they regarded each other. 

The hospitality of the Bramin, apd hia 
jnany amiable qualities, rendered Sydney'^ 
^)ode at his house so agreeable, that when 
the time of separation arrived, he left it with 
regret; and ever after considered the ac- 
cident of meeting him in the cavern, as one 
4f the .mo8tpj[^a«ing ii^ideuts of his life. 
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BENARES is an ancient, rich, populous 
city, standing on the northern bank of th« 
Ganges, a mighty river, that fiows across the 
extensive empire of Hindostan. Its appear-, 
ance from the water is extreemly beautiful, 
the shores being adorned with a variety of 
buildings, some of which are magnificent 
temples belonging to the Hindoos, who prefer 
a situation where they can obtain acommu« 
nication with that sacred river, for the edifices - 
devoted to the ceremonies of their religion, 
because they attribute to its waters a purify- 
ing quality. Intermixed with these are other 
buildings of considerable grandeur, applied 
to public or private purposes ; one of them, 
icalled Gelsi Gaut, is remarkable for the ele- 
gance of its structure; and the beaevol^nce of 
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its founder, who was an opulent Hindoo. 
He designed it for a place of retirement fop 
his fellow-citizens, where they mig^ht enjoy 
the freshness of the evening breeze, after 
the heat of the noon-day sun was overpast^ 
which in the hot months is intense in thi|^ 
cUmate. • 

Its approach frpm the river is by ^ nohle 
flight of stone steps, which lead to a square 
turret in the middle, with octagon ^avil* 
ions, crowned with domes o;i each side, sur^ 
rounded by gardens that abound with the 
gayest flowers, and fruits of. the richest 
flavour. Fragrant bowers, formed by the 
interwoven branches of jessamine, the In- 
dis^ vine, the gloriosa superba, and other 
sWeet-scetited plants, invite the visitor to 
repose ; whilst the eye is tempted by the 
hanging clusters of golden oranges, pome- 
granates, the Indian iig, almonds, cocoa 
nuts, mangoes, oitrons, and other fruits 
generally unknown in our country. Lofty 
forest trees, of various forms and sizeSf 
overshadow the walks; particularly a banr 
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yan tree, which spreads to so great aB ex- 
tent as to form a shelter for seVera! hundred 
people. These trees put out shoots from 
the branches, which descend to the ground, 
take root, and so increase to a grove. Hith- 
er resort numbers, whom leisure or fatigue 
induce to leave the city ; and often the tnus- 
lin-weaver carries on his ^ork under this 
cool shade, attended by some companion, 
who enlivens his labour with music or sing^ 
ing. 

A military chief, named Agib, of the 
tribe of the Rajapoots, whose house stood 
on a small eminence overlooking the river, 
Was particularly fond of this delightful spot, 
and frequently retired there with his wife, 
the modest and gentle Hinda. Being mar- 
ried, or rather contracted to each other at a 
very fearly. age, they had formed a strong, 
attachment, which daily augmented by a 
continual intercourse of affection. He ne- 
ver left the faithful partner of his life, but 
when he was called away by the duties of 
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hk i^rofessioD ; and she had no pleasures, 
that were not shs^ped by her husband. 

The domestic enjoyment pf this happy 
pair was completed by the possession of a 
boy and girl, whom they loved with an equal > 
affectian, but on whom a very different ed- 
ucation was bestowed. The little Hinda 
was brought up imder the eye of her tender 
mother, and instructed only in the arts be- 
longing to a woman ; but the young Seba 
was destined to be a herQ» and wa^ placed 
under the direction of a noble Bramin, who 
began his instructions in a very simple man- 
lier. He taught his young pupil to form ' 
the characters of his language by strewing 
the floor of the apartment with sand, and thea 
with a stick, tracing their shapes. When 
he became expert in this exercise, he gave 
him abookf made of the kaves of the palm- 
tree, and a pointed instrument to write upoa 
it. The first elements of arithmetic he 
learned by counting pebbles, sometimes ad- 
diag, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing, 
as ogcfision required* Addition w»s easily 
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performed by putting together two or mote 
parcels of pebbles. Neither was it a task 
of difficulty to take away a smaller number 
Irom a larger. Muhi plication was effected 
by counting as many separate parcels of the 
same number as the multiplier, and then 
adding the whole together. Division oblig- 
ed him to divide a large heap into small 
parts, each containing the number of the 
divisor. 

After becoming well acquainted with the 
combinations of arithmetic, the Bramin led 
him to the science of mathematics, by teach- 
ing him to draw the figures or his problems 
in the sand. As he advanced in age, his in- 
structor enriched his mind with the wonders 
of astronomy, the laws of his country, and 
the principles of the reiigbn of Brama; 
and with unreniitting pains prepared him J 
by useful knowledge, to fill the station of a 
magistrate or a military commander, to 
■which his birth cntitied him to aspire. 

Agib saw with pleasure the improvement 
^ his son ; and the opening beauticsr erf mind 
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and body that daily increa^sed in his daugh* 
ter. Her understanding was good ; but she 
was better adapted to obedience than to di* 
rect. Gentle, docile, timid, and humblci 
she offended none, and gained the love of 
all' who kn€W her. Her person corresponded 
with her character : her countenance wa? 
pleasing, her limbs finely turned, her com- 
plexion ^f a bright olive, and her voice bar* 
inonious. 

Thus blessed in his offspring, he promis- 
ed himseif many days of future enjoyment 
with his beloved Hinda, in sympathizing 
with her ini^e pleasure of seeing the virtues 
of their children expand ^ as they reached 
maturity ; and had already formed schemes 
for their advantatgeous establishment, When 
an accident baffled these fond hopes, and 
deprived them of a parent at the same mo- 
ment. 

A sultry day invited this happy family to 

pass a few hours in their favourite shades of 

Geisi Gaut, according to their frequent c^s- 

tarn* They chose a seat sheltered from the 
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sun, where thejr ailiused themselves with 
observing the gambols of tjie monkejs on 
the branches of the trees, listening to the 
murmuring of a cascade, and viewing the 
various beautiful objects of nature that sur- 
rounded them, unconscious that death lurk- 
ed in the grass beneath them. 

Whilst they we.re engaged in conversation^ 
a small scorpion, whose jbite is fatal, crept 
unperceived up the leg of Agib, who, feel- 
ing its motion, inconsiderately put his hand 
to the place, and received a wound in his 
finger. The arm immediately swelled to a 
vast size ; and his whole frame became dis* 
ordered. An attendant was sent, in haste^ 
for medical assistance ; but relief was vain : 
he sunk a prey to the fatal poison before he 
could be carried home. 

The distress and lamentations of his wife 
may be ipnagined, but cannot be described. 
The children clung to their mother, and 
would not be pacified for some hours. Their 
toys and childish amusements, however, at 

gth dried their tears i though^ bei£g spec 
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tators of the circumstance, it made a more 
lasting impression than is usual at their 
age. 

It was very .di^t^rent with Hinda ; after 
the first burst of sorrow was overj she. seem- 
ed to assume anew character, and exchange 
the gentle softness of her nature for an un- 
daunted fortitude, that surmounted ^the fear 
of death and the tender feelings of a mother* 
From the moment of her husband's death, 
she determined to bum herself upon his fu- 
neral pife, according to the example of the 
wives of Brama, their principal deity ; since 
followed by the wives of the priests, and 
many women of high rank amongst the Hin- 
doos, who consider it as an act of the great- 
est piety, rewarded in the next world with 
peculiar distinctions. 

Her resolution enabled her to resist the 
entreaties of her relations, who urged her, 
in the strongest manner, to live for the sake 
of her children. Finding these arj^uments 
umvailing", they represented the agonies she 
would suffer in the mobt lively terms. Te 
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ed. To conclude the ceremony, by order 
of the Bratnin^ the ashes were collected to^ 
gether and thrown into the Gs^nges. 

Thus perished the wife, with the remains 
of her husband ; depriving their children i^ 
once of the guardianship of both parentSj 
voluntarily shortening her life, and withr 
4i'awing from its duties, from obedience to 
the precepts of an erroneous religion. 

Who can read this melancholy recHtal 
without compassionating the mistaken piety 
of this self-devoted heroine, and at the same 
time admiring her noble fortitude^ which 
would have been so praise- worthy if exerted 
in a better cause ?*Let it teach us, that su* 
perstition and error are dangerous guides; 
and that even virtuous intentions, under 
their direction, may be perverted to impro* 
per end. 
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EGYPT is celebrated in ancient history 
foT its early cultivation of the arts and sci« 
ences, being often called, pre-eminently, 
the cradle of tbe arts. The excellence of 
its architecture and statuary is still display • 
ed in the reniains of teroples, statues, and 
other buildings ; especially the famous Py- 
ramidSf which have no parallel in any coun- 
try for extent or duration. It has undergone 
many revolutions, and been 'subjected to 
master* different in their laws and customs. 

The genuine natives of Egypt are the 
C^phts, or Coptis. Their spirit and genius 
seem to have been destroyed by the domin- 
ion of foreigners, by whom they have been 
governed above two thousand years. They 
are a gentte^ humane^ and hospitable race^ 
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Strongly attached to their domestic connex« 
ions, and are generally employed as secrc* 
taries to those who are entrusted with the 
management of public affairs ; or busy them- 
selves in trade, the art of hatching chickens 
in ovens, or of bringing up bees, in which 
they greatly excel. , ^ 

The Arabs made an early, conquest of 
this country, and maintained their authority 
during several centuries. After the Cophts^ 
they are the most ancient inhabitants, and 

' are divided into several classes. The first 
are husbandmen, who take part in th« quar- 
rels of their masters ; and instead of the 
uprightness that formerly characterised 
them, have become the plunderers of such 
travellers as unguardedly fall in their way. 
Others, who likewise cultivate the land> 

*live under the government of the Scheiks^ 
or heads of provinces, who still preserve 
-the simplicity of the Patriarchs. The Be- 
douins are also Arabs, whose excessive love 
of freedom confines them to the desert, 
where they lead a pastoral lifci and &re* 
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quently enrich tbcmselves by the spoils of 
^e ■ caravans, which convey merchandise 
from one city to another. Their promise 
is inviolable ; and such is their hospitality, 
that even an enemy ^fho takes shelter under 
4heir roof insure of protection. Mahometans^ 
Turks, Syrian Christians, Greeks, and Jews, 
compose the, other part of the Egyptian na* 
tion. Ay til ese various tribes are governed 
by eight thousand Mamalukes, who are 
chiefly descended from ChriMian fapiilies> 
ia different parts of the Turkish Empire;- 
and having been stolen from their parents, 
have been sold to the grandees of Egypt, 
who educate them for the highest offices of 
the state.. The grand council of the nation 
is composed of twenty-four Beys, who are 
all chosen from the Mamalukes. The Turk- 
ish court deputes a viceroy, called a Pacha ; 
but he has little real power, being, deposed 
.|by the Beys, whenever they choose to raise 
a faction against him. 

The hiHory of Siome of these Mamalukes 
i:esenibies a romance, more than the events 
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of common life amongst Europeans. That 
of Ali Bey is particularly interesting ; and 
I have therefore selected some of the most 
striking incidents it affords for the amuse- 
ment of my reader?. 

Ali Bey was born in Natolia, a district of 
the Turkish dominions, in the early part of 
the last century. He was the son of a Greek 
pviest, of a distinguished family, who inr 
tended him for the church ; but as Joseph 
was hunting with other young m«^n, in a 
neighbouring forest, at the tender age of 
thirteen, the party was attacked by robbers, 
and our hero, with his companions, carried" 
off, in spite of his tears and resistance. The 
freebooters took him to Grand Cairo, and 
sold him to . Ibrahim Kiaia, a lieutenant of 
the Janizaries, who gave him the name of 
Ali, had him initiated into the ceremonie* 
of the Mahometan religion, and clothed 
him in the dress of a Mamaluke. The next 
care of his patron was to give him an edu- 
cation suitable to the highest offices of state. 
He provided him with masters to teach him 
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the Turkish and Arabic languages) and in- 
struct hita in the precepts of the Koran ; a 
book that contains the laws of Mahomet^ 
and is venerated by his followers as xmieh as 
the Scriptures are by Chtistians. 

His person was of the middle size : he 
had large eyes> full of fire ; his carriage was 
graceful, and his air dignified ; his character 
frank and generous : nature had given him. a 
lofty geniuS) and an insurmountable bravery 
which was improved by education. In order 
to strengthen his constitution and inspire 
him with courage^ he was taught to ride* 
to throw the javelin, to use ^re-arms and 
the sabre, and to support patiently the heat 
of the climate and the excessive thirst en« 
dured in the deserts. Thus instructed, he 
became at eighteen master of several lan- 
guages, and well acquainted with the reli- 
gion and laws of the country. 

On the first separation from his parents 
he felt deep regret, but time reconciled him 
to his circumstances, especially as, from 
his talents and docility) he became a ^^c 
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it€ of Ibrahim, who promoted him from 
one step to another in his household, till ho 
attained the office of Cachef, corresponding^ 
to that of lieutenant, and had several of the 
towns dependent on his patron consigned to 
his care. In this situation he distinguished 
himself by his equity and discernment; and 
laid the foundation for his future greatness, 
by gaining not only the afiTection of Ibrahinv, 
but also the favour of Rahiph, at that time 
Pacha, who so much admired his upright 
and elevated mind, that he had designed to 
raise him shortly to the dignity of Bey. 
But the virtuous administration of Rahiph, 
by which he rendered the people happy, 
and the Beys attached to him, excited such 
envy at the Ottoman* court, that the Sultan 
Mahmoud became suspicious that he design- 
ed, by their support and assistance, to 
throw off the Turkish yoke, and secure to 
himself the government of Egypt. With 
an intention to try the fidelity of Rahiph^ 

He pi^r^nothernamejbr the Turkish eouri^ 
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he sent him a firmahf, commanding hith ta 
assassinate as many of the Beys as he could^ 
What a dreadful dilemma to a good mant 
to be under the necessity of murdering his 
friends, or losing his own head. Such are 
the evils of a despotic government like that 
of Turkey. Three days of agonizing hes- 
itation passed before he could resolve. I'he 
love of life prevailed. Four of the Bcysr 
fell victims to this crqel order ; and Rahiph 
was rewarded with the highest dignities for 
his obedience. The removal of the Pacha 
retarded the elevation of Ali, till his former 
patron, Ibrahim, being elected Prince of 
the Caravan, which is the second office In 
Egypt, he took him to escort the pilgrims. 
In their march they were attacked by the 
Arabs. Ali, with the Mamaluk^s under 
his command, repulsed them so vigorously^ 
tiiat a great number were left dead upon the 
field. On their return, they had to encoun- 
ter several of the tribes united, to revenge 

t *^n Order from the Grand Sultun. 
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the defeat of their brethren. The intrepid 
exertions of Ali decided the fortune of the 
day* and gained a signal victory. Ibrahim, ! 
in full council, proposed that he should be 
created a Bey, as the recompense of his 
services. Attached by gratitude to his pat-* 
ron, he never forgot the obligation. Some 
years afterwards, Ibrahim was murdered by 
a Circassian of his own name ; and Ali, 
raised to the high office of Scheik Elbalad, 
revenged the blood of his protector, by sa- 
crificing his assassin with his own hand. 

The imprudent indulgence of his revenge 
nearly proved his destruction. The party 
of the republic attached to the Circassian 
conspired against him, and to save himself 
from being murdered, he was obliged to flee to 
Jerusalem ; where he was not loBg secure, 
for he received an intimation from RaAiiphj 
his old friend, to change his qOartet-s, -with- 
out delay, or he would be surprised by tV 
messengers of the Grand Signior with the 
fatal bowstring. He next took refuge witU^ 
ScbeikDaher, Prince ol St. John of Acre. 
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This venei»able old man, who had for fifty 
years dcfervded his little principality against 
the whole force of the Ottoman empire, 
received the unfortunate Ali with all the 
rights of hospitality, that sacred pledge of 
safety which is never violated by the Arabs. 
The merit of his gurst was not long con- 
cealed from his discerning eye. He loaded 
kirn with caresses, and called him his son. 
He exhorted him to support adversity with 
courage : he soothed him with hope at the 
moment of his disgrace, and gave him con* 
fidence in himself. 

Had not ambition stimulated him to action^ 
Ali Bey might have passed his days happily 
in this retreat ; however, by the intrigues 
of his friends, he procured a recall. The 
Beys invited him to return to Grand Cairo, 
'Where he was received with the acclamations 
of the people. 

He was restored to his dignity, but not 
a state of tranquility. The jealousy of 
nis enemies was only smothered ; and the 

jath of his powerful protector, Rahiph, 
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affdrded them an opportunity of throwing 
off the musk.' He was onoe more obliged 
to seek an asylum with his former iVicndi 
the Prince of St. John of Acre, who show* 
ed him the same tenderness as before. All 
the ^consolation he could derive from wis- 
dom and experience, he enjoyed in the so* 
ciety of this old man, who' counselled him 
to look to another life for happiness. 

His own party having gained the ascen^ 
dency in the Divan*, he was recalled ; but 
in order to confirm his authority, he wa* 
obliged to sacrifice four of the opposite fac^ 
tion. 

This event rendered him master of the 
republic, and gave him great power, which 
he exerted for the public benefit. He kept 
the strictest discipline in the army, and 
restrained the licentiousness of the Arabs. 
Egypt flourished under his government; 
and order was so well enforced, that the 
traveller and the merchant could pass iijt 

* The council of the cidef mhiUtera, 
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safety from one extremity of the kingdom 
to another. His ear was open to all com- 
plaints : his people 'loved him and revered 
him as ^ parent. 

To complete his felicity, contrary to the 
custom of his country, he had united him- 
self to one wife, whose amiahle qualities 
were well adapted to soothe the cares of 
public life with domestic pleasures. She 
had been carried off from Red Russia, and 
b ing very beautiful, Ali Bey purchased her 
for a slave. But her mind was superior to 
her condition : she was not to be allured by 
oriental splendour: she disdained to share 
his love with a number of other wives ; nor 
would she resign her jreligion to gain his 
hand- 
Enamoured more with the^ magnanimity 
of her soul, than the charms of her person, 
he married hex*, and allowed her to remain 
a Christian. 

Ali, having reached the pinnacle of great- 
ness, remembered his parents with tender- 
ness, and charged an officer who was goinj 
2-7 
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tantinople, to bring his father and 
> Egypt. On hearing of their ar*- 
3oulak, he went to meet them, with 
JUS retinue. As s6on as he perceivf 
;ed Duoad, he dismounted from his 
id throwing himself on his knees, kis- 
et, and called him father. This was a 
of ecstacy for thei old man, who 
his full heart with a torrent of tears* 
malukes, eager to show their atteii- 
leir prince, pressed forward to wash 
r's feet, and after exchanging his 
ni for a magnificent dress, introduc- 
into the Harem*, where Maria, the 
Ali, welcomed him with caresses, 
stay of some months, he was per- 
o return to his own country, but j 
. his son had loaded him with rich^ | 

I 

eing deceived by the professions of 
jt Aboa Dahab, formed a particular 

he ivomen*^ ajiartment. 
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friendship for him, and gave him his sister 
in marriage. Their nuptials were celebrat* 
ed three days, with illuminations, Iwrse- 
races, and brilliant entertainments. Aboa 
"Dahab, stimulated by ambition and avarice* 
iras an enemy in disguise, and plotted against 
his life with those who still wished to revenge 
the death of Ibrahim ; but finding he could 
not effect his purpose, he attempted to en- 
sure his confidence by pi'etending to discov- 
er the conspiracy. 

The generous mind of Ali became more 
attached than ever to the man, to whom he 
thought himself indebted for his preservation j 
but no kindness could disarm this base trai" 
tor of his cruel purpose. He would have 
bribed one of Ali*s friends to assassinate 
him whilst they were playing at chess, had 
not the brave man disdained so vile a deed. 
He next endeavoured to compel his wife to 
poison hey beloved brother in a cup of coffee ; 
but she shuddered at the proposal, and sent 
a faithful slave to put him on his guard 
against her husband. 
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He had likewise on another occasion a 
very narrow t scape from the malice of his 
cnen)ies. Russia having^ declared war a- 
gainst the Porte'* in 1768, Ali levied twelve 
•thousand men to assist the Grand Signior, 
in virtue of his office of Scheik Elbalad, 
ivhich, they insiniiated to the Divan at Con- 
-stanlinople, was done with an intention of 
joining Russia ; upon which an officer was 
ditjpatched to take off his head ; but having 
xectivcd intelligence of this danger, he 
sent a fiiend on whom he could rely, dis- 
guised like an Arab, with twelve Mama- 
lu^es, who met the emissaries of the Grand 
Signior, put them to death, and brought 
the firman to Ali, who showed it to the 
chiefs of the Egyptian republic in full as- 
sembly, and adrised them to unite with him 
in throwing off the yoke, of the Turkish 
government, as no man's head could be safe 

* The grand entrance to the Seraglio is call" 
ed the Sublime Porte ^ from which the Turk* 
jcsh government derives thih- appellation. 
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binder its sway. The majority of the Beys 
seconded his views, and the rest dared not 
oppose them. His first measure was to 
secure his old friend, the Prince of St. John 
of Acre, as an ally, who should unite in 
the conquest of Syria. As soon as the Ot- 
toman court was apprised of this, design, 
the Pacha of Damascus was commissioned 
to prevent the junction of these two powers> 
at the head of twenty thousand men. 

The old prince, long accustomed to en-J' 
counter the 'J'urks, put all Ivis affairs into 
the best order. He summoned his seven 
sons, who each commanded a fortified castle^ 
and mounting his horse, led riine thousand 
horsemen directly against the enemy. When 
he drew ne^r the Turkish army, he divided 
his troops into three divisions : the two 
£rst formed an ambush in the mountains; 
whilst those under his own command aban- 
doned their camp full of provisions, and re- 
treated to some distance. The enemy, de- 
signing to surprise them in ^he silence o£ 
Jthe night, reached the camp, and finding 
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only a few troops in it, who presently took 
to fli.^hl, (a conduct they attributed to cow- 
ardice,) fell greedily upon the provisions, 
and drank freely of the wine, till they were 
in such a state of intoxication, that at day* 
break, when the valiant old hero returned 
-with his little army, they had no difficulty 
in dispatching them. Eight thousand fell 
-victims to this incautious indulgence, at a 
moment that required the utmost vigilance, 
besides a great number made prisoners, 
and the loss of the tents, arms, and bag-? 
gage. 

The Prince of D'Aere being secured by 
this victory, Ali sought new conquests on 
the eastern coast of the Red Sea, an expe- 
dition he entrusted to his brother-in-law 
and Isroael Bey, whilst he occupied himself 
in regulating the internal aflFairs of his re- 
public, and providing the means of a com- 
mercial intercourse ' with Europe, India, 
and Africa. During the peiiod he was thus 
nobly employed, his generals triumphed in 
Arabia: they made several important con« 
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quests, and returntd to Cairo crowned with 
laurels, and honoured with the acclamations 
and caresses of the people. 

P'lushed with this success^ Ali renewed 
his design against Syria, and dispatched 
Aboil Dahab, with forty thousajid men under 
his command. Necessary supplies were 
sent by sea to St. John of Acre, for the ac- 
commodation of these troops. In the mean 
time, Ali fornied alliances with Russia and 
Venice. 

Abou Dahab, with the assistance of the 
Prince of Acre, took all the towns of Syria 
fjpom the Ottomans. Gaza, Ruma^ and Nea- 
polis, cost more trouble ; but yielded after 
some opposition. Henext approached Jeru- 
salem, held sacred both by Christians and 
Mahometans ; the latter pretending that Ma- 
homet was miraculously transported tluther, 
to pray in the company of the prophets. 
The govembr and high priest sent a deputa- 
tion with presents to avert his vengeance, 
promising to open their gates to hi^njf he 
took Damascus^ and requested him to spare 
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the holy city. The savage conqueror yield' 
cd to their entreaties, and proceeded to Jaffa, 
anciently Joppa, a place so "weli fortified by 
art and nature, that it cost him two montt>» 
to subdue it. 

After reposing a short time at St. John of 
Acre, he marched to the ancient Sidoni 
which he took, and advanced to the capital 
of Syria, Damascus, situated in a rich plain, 
watered by rivulets ; and surrounded by gar- 
dens, .yielding orange s, pistachio-nuts, pome- 
granates, and a multitude of other delicious 
fruits. The Arabs call it the Cky of the Sun. 
The Pacha defended it bravely, but was ob- 
liged to submit to the victor. Nothing now 
was wanting to secure the entire possession 
of Syria to Egypt, except the capture of 
Aleppo ; but Abou Dahab had gone as far 
as suited his designs. He had long medi- 
tated the ruin of his patron, his friend, his 
brother-in-law, Ali; and the chief motive 
of his victories had been to gain the affec- 
tions of the soldiery. When matters were 
ripe, therefore, he rebelled against his sov* 
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ereign, M^itjidrew his garrisons from the 
conquered towns and suffered the 1* urks to 
retake the cities he had subdued. 

Thus treachery and ingratitude rendered 
Useless a year of conquest, in which so much 
blood had been spilt, and so much misery 
suffered* Abou Dahab returned to Egypt; 
and, after a circuitous journey, ^advanced 
loWards Cairo. 

Ali was now xjonvinced of his baseness^ 
itnd repented that he had confided in him. 
Having collected twenty thousand men to 
oppose his progress, he entrusted the com- 
mand of them to Ismael Bey, on whose ' 
fidelity he thought he could rely ; but the 
perfidious Ismael basely formed an alliance' 
•with Abou Dahab, and by uniting the two 
armies, confounded Ali, and reduced hivn 
to despair, which would have overwhelmed 
him in present destruction, bad it not been 
for the counsel of the sons of his tried friend, 
with whom they recommended him once 
Jnpre to take refuge. In the middle of the 
ftighty Afif who just before was the sover- 

a 

Digitized by VjOOOlC 



815 Atl BET. 

eign of a powerful kingdom, privatety 
withdiew across the deserts, accompanied 
by a few chosen friends, and about seven 
thousand troops. After five days hasty march 
he reached the city of Gaza, where he halt- 
ed for the refreshment of his soldiers. Fa- 
tigue, mortification, and bitter regret over- 
whelmed his bodily strength, and left him 
a prey to the most gloomy melancholy. The 
reflection of what he had lost from the in- 
gratitude of those whom he had raised to 
distinction, stung him to the soul, and he 
waited for death to release him from his 
sorrows ; when the Prince of Acre visited 
him in his tent, cheered him with every 
consolation friendship could suggest, and 
brought a physician. Who soon restored him 
to health. 

A Russian squadron appearing before 
Acre, Ali took the opportunity of implor- 
ing the assistance of the Czarina, though 
ineffectually. He next endeavored to re- 
gain his conquests in Arabia. One of his 
generals, named Tentaoui, gained a great 
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victoiy over the celebrated Hassan Pa- 
cha, which revived the hopes of Ali, and 
encouraged him to lay seige to Jaffa ; buty 
from the strength of its fortifications, and 
the succours it received by sea, the inhabi- 
tants were enalsled to hold out a long time. 
After much blood was spilt, and the walls 
reduced to a heap of ruins, Ali took pos- 
session of it in 1773. His next conquest 
was Rama, which he carried sword in hand. 
In the midst of these successes he received 
an invitation to return to Cairo, from the 
chiefs of the Janizaries, with whom he had 
maintained a constant correspondence, ac- 
companied with a promise of their support — 
This proposal agreed so much with his own 
inclination, that he immediately collected 
his forces together, amounting to upwards 
of six thousand men, and marched towards 
Egypt ; but his enemys being apprised of his 
design, opposed his passage with double 
that number, at a town on the Isthmus of 
Suez. The battle was fierce. Ali fought 
like a lion at the head of his little army? and 



Digitized by Google 



64 ALi BBr; 

carried destruction through the ranks. Foitf 
hours this terrible confiict lasted ; when^ 
routed on all sides, the Egyptian troops fied 
precipitately into the desert, leaving the 
field of battle strewed with their dead. 

Encouraged by such a decisive victory, he 
led his faithful Mamalukes directly towards 
Grand Cairo, where Aboti pahab, by the 
powers of eloquence, was depriving him of 
the fruits of his success. He harangued 
the Beys and principal people vrho were ia 
his interest in a very artful itoanner, repre- 
senting Ali as a Christian in his heart, whO| 
if he regained the sovereign poiJirer, woutd 
compel them to abjure the religion of Ma^ 
hornet. This had the desired eflPect. Be- 
fore the close of day, twenty thousand m6n 
were ranged under his. banners. The Jahi- 
zaries, faithful to their promise, refused to 
follow him, and waited the issue of the com^ 
jbat. 

Ali was unprepared for this event, and 
fell dangerously ill, from despondency, on 
Jhearing tljat the traitor' was approaching 
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"with a force three limes superior to his own. 
On the 13th of April, 1773, the army of 
Abau Dahab appeared before his camp. He 
had sufficient presence of mind to arrange 
bis troops in an excellent order for battle. 
Scheik Lebi and Scheik Crim had the com- 
mand of the left wing : the right he gave 
^o Tentaoui ; and placed his infantry in the 
centre. 

Having made these able dispositions, and 
exhorted the chiefs to fight valiantly, be 
made them convey him to his tent, because 
he was too weak to sit on horseback. Both 
parties charged furiously ; and in spite of 
the inferiority of Ali's troops, they at first 
had the advantage. The left wing valiently 
repulsed the Egyptian cavalry. Tentaoui, 
at the head of the faithful Mamalukes, over- 
threw every thing before him. Victory was 
leaning to the side of Ali, when, as if de- 
voted to be the victim of treachery, the 
Mograbi, famed for their mercenary dispo- 
;&ition, allured by his splendid promises passr 
ed over to the enemy. On this turned the 
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success of the day. 'the fugitives ralHed 5 
^nd having now but three thousand oppo 
jients, environed them on every side. The 
generous Tentaojui, unwilling to survive his 
/defeat, rushed into the middle of their squa-^ 
drons, and fell covered with wounds^ on a 
heap of dead whom he had saciificed^— » 
ScheikLabi, son of the Prince of Acre, died 
^ghting, after having made a braVe defence 
with his Arabs. Scheik Crim, opening a 
passage through the Egyptian ranks, rode 
full speed to the tent of Ali, and conjured 
him to flee with him to St. John of Acre. 
This measure was likewise urged by the 
rest of his adherents who survived ; but he 
replied : " My friends, I command you to 
aeek refuge for yourselves : as for me my 
hour is come." Scarcely had they quitted 
him before he was surrounded by the victo- 
rioub troops. The Mamalukes who were 
iiear his tent, djefended their master with , 
thdr lives, and all^^rished with their sa- 
Jjres in their hands. Despair giving Alji 
liew fprce, he rose up and slew fhe two firs^ 
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soldiers who attempted to seize him. Not* 
withstanding he had received two wounds 
with halls, the mometit he perceived the 
lieutenant of Abou Dahab, with his sabre 
in his hand, he shot him with a pistol. 
Covered with bloody he fought with fury till 
be was thrown down by the back stroke of 
a sabre. Numbers then threw themselves 
tipon him, and he was carried a prisoner to 
the tent of his perfidious conqueror, who 
pretended to shed tears for his misfortunes, 
Ali disdained to reply, but turned from him 
In silent contempt. How different were 
their emotions \ Ali owed his misfortunes 
to an unsuspecting generosity ; whilst Abou 
pdhadmust have felt an inward conscious* 
ness that his prosperity was the result of 
treachery and the basest ingratitude. 

Ali died of hiswounds^attheage of forty* 
five, eight days after the battle. 
, The faithless tyrant did not long enjoy 
the fruit of his villainy ."% He pursued the 
Prince of Acre with the utmpst malice, on 
JNCCount of ^e assistance he bad given to 
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All ; retook Jaffa, and put all the inba* 
bitants to death : then attacked St. John of 
Acre. The aged prince, oppressed with 
grief for the death of his son and friend, and 
loving his people, advised them to open 
their gates, lest they should suffer the 
same fate as the inhabitants of Jafiii, whilst 
he retired with his children to the moun- 
tains. Meeting with no resistance, Abou 
Dahab spared the people's lives ; but was 
guilty of great cruelty in order to extort a 
discovery of the prince's treasures. 

He was soon after found dead in his bed. 
Whether he died a natural death,* or paid 
the forfeit of his crimes by poison, is un- 
certain. On his death the Prince of Acre 
returned to his principality, and was receiv- 
ed by heartfelt demonstrations of joy. 

During these transactions a Turkish squa- 
dron anchored on the coast of Syria. The 
Captain Pacha brought the prince a iirman 
from the Grand Signior, with a general 
pardon, and a confirmation of his rights, 
ahd that of his descendants; to the sover- 
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good old man unsuspectingly accepted the 
Captdin Pacha's invkation on board his 
vesseL when t;he treacherous Turk drew 
from his bosom another firman, command^ 
ing him to take off his head, which barbar« 
9US order he immediately executed. 

This venerable, beneficent sorereign 
prince "was the darlings of his people, and at 
the timeof his death eighty-six years of age# 
What a dreadful picture of despotism doe9 
the Turkish government display I J^et us 
draw the comparison, and enjoy with thank- 
fulness the blessings of freedom, I'cgulatej 
by wise and equal laws. Nor can we close 
the page of this eventful narrative, without 
observing what great advantages for happi<^ 
ness and virtue are found in a private station. 
Had Ali lived in the middle rank, he would 
have avoided crimes that tarnish the lustre 
of his vittuesf aQd bee^ preserved not only 
from a turbulent death, but also from m^uiy 
agonizing pangs, that Were as fatal to him 
as his wounds. 
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THE empire of China is of great extent, 
and contains multitudes of people, who are 
governed by laws remarkable for their wis- 
dom. The emperor is an absolute sover- 
eign ; but he considers himself as the father 
of his people, and in times of famine and 
public calamity, generously assists those 
who are in distress, by throwing open the 
ix>yal granaries, remittin|^ the taxes^ and 
distributing gifts according to their neces- 
sities : his subjects, in return, look up to 
him with a mixture of reverence and filial 
attachment, and approach him with prostra- 
tions that bear a near resemblance to adora- 
tion. To so great a length do the • carry 
their veneration, that they place offerings 
of tea and fruit, and bow the body nine 
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times to the ground before his vacant throne. 
On this connexion between the emperor 
and his subjects, is founded that high es- 
teem for filial piety amongst the Chinese, 
which is greater than in any other nation : 
for in this country children are not only 
taught to love and obey their parents ; but 
the man who suffered his father or mother 
to languish in^poverty, Whilst he was able 
to maintain them, would be shunned and 
detested. The same veneration extends to 
the memory of their remote progenitors. 
There is scarcely a house that is not'adorn- 
cd with a tablet of the ancestors of the fa- 
mily, which records their virtues for the 
imitation of their descendants : and it is 
usual for the different l:^ranches of one com- 
mon stock to assemble together, with 
torches in their hands, and piously visit 
the tombs of their fore&thers, when they 
dc«orate the graves with flowers and pieces 
of silk, and burn perfumes before them.-*— 
The spirit of the government cherishes 
this attachment to the memory of thtir aa- 
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cestors id the minds of the people, by be* 
stowing rewards and honors on tbos^ w1v> 
can trace their descent from men distin- 
guished for their private virtues or public 
services : and in order to perpetuate the 
memory of great actions, a public register 
is kept of every remarkable example of me- 
ritorious conduct, called the Book of Merit. 
Amongst the numerous instances of filial 
affection, treasured up in this valuable me- 
morial of virtue, there arc, perhaps, few 
mo^c amiable than that exemplified in the 
conduct of Van-ta-Zhkij the son of a Man- 
darine of high rank. 

The father of this amiable youth was the 
governor of a province, and lived in all the 
magnificence attendant on so high an office. 
His p^ace was a very extensive buildj^pg, 
one story high) composed ef numerous 
squares, each containing many apartments : 
the whole enclosure formed a square, and 
was surrounded by a double brick wall ; the 
space betweeA them being covered with • 
roof, wad divided int^ officer and ro<mis fo^ 
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the servants and attendants. The courts 
•within were of different sizeS) according to 
the purposes to which they were appiopri- 
ated : there were buildings in each of them, 
raised upon platforms of granite, surround- 
ed by a colonnade of red wooden pillars, unit- 
ed at top by fancifUl carved wood-work, 
painted of different colours, which gave 
them a light and elegant appearance. These 
apartments, which were inhabited by the 
ladies of the family, were 'situated in the in- 
most square : in the front of them was a 
apaciousy lofty hall, with windows of corea ' 
paper, through which no object could be 
perceived from the outside. A gallery ran 
, behind the hall, which led to several small 
' rooms, fitted up with taste, and lighted 
fx:om the ball by windows of silk gauze, em- 
. broidered, or painted, in patterns ^f birds, 
fruit and flowers. Whatever could please 
the fancy or provide amusement, was con- 
tained in this palace. There was in one 
part a private theatre, and a concert-room : 
in another a piece of water> in the midst of 
- 9 
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•which Stood a stone room, built in the sba|se 
of the covered barges used by the Chinese. 

Some of the squares were adorned with 
trees and pleasure -gardens, laid out in imi- 
tation of rocks and uncultivated places.-*- 
Music frequently resounded within the walh, 
and brilliant illuminations in lanterns of 
colored paper, displayed the magnificence 
of the 6wner of this habitation. His pos- 
sessions were large, and. his power extend- 
ed over multitudes of people. At court he 
enjoyed the favor of his sovereign ; and at 
home he was surrounded'by a cheerful fa- 
mily, who delighted by thtir tender atten- 
tions to make him happy. 

.Van-ta-Zhin, his eldest son, flattered his 
fondest hopes. He was an example of filial 
attachment, and was likely to" attain the 
highest dignities in the empire, from bis 
talents and application : for amongst the 
Chinese, nobility and honours do not der 
scend from father to son, as in Europe ; but 
learning and virtue are the only quajifica" 
tions for rank and offices ia the state. 
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Van-ta-Zhin the elder, sefemed to enjay 
every thing a mortal could desire — wealth, 
]u>i]fer, domestic happiness, and the delight- 
&I promise of his son's future excellence : 
but with all these possessions he could not 
be contented. The exercise of power has a 
t^dency to corrupt the human heart ; and 
the increase of riches often creates a covet- 
ous disposition. When he was first ap- 
pointed to the government of the province, 
he ruled with moderation and justice ; but, 
by degrees, he suffered himself to deviate 
from this wise conduct, and on many occa- 
sions filled bis.coifers by giving a false judg* 
ment, to the oppression of those who had 
none to redress tl^eir injuries. 

It once happened, that a cause came be- 
fore him, in which a poor widow was plain- 
tiff, against a rich farmer, who had reduced 
her to extreme poverty^ by turning the 
course of the stream, which had for ages 
Watered the small rice-field that belonged 
to her cottage, and was her chief means of 
support. The widow could only alledge 
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the justice of her complaint, and the im- 
portance of its consequences ; but the far- 
mer contrived to conceal valuable presetits 
in thfe long; , loose sleeves of his vest, which 
had a greater influence on the mind of this 
unjust judge, than the' widow's tears, or 
the desire of acting uprightly. 

The affair ekcited the indignation of the 
by-standers, and increased the murmurs of 
the people against the viceroy, whose ex- 
tortions and mal-ad ministrations became the 
subject of public notice, and at length reach* 
ed the ears of the emperor, who summon- 
cd him to Pekin, the capital, to answer for 
his conduct. He set out from his own pa* 
lace in a sedan chair, carried by' bearers 
who relieved each other, and attended by a 
strong guard. 

After several days' journey, sometimes 
bj land, and sometimes by water, he reach- 
ed the great city, and was lodged there in a 
place of security, till the day appointed for 
liis trial. ' 
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The hall of audience, where the judges 
sat, was situated in the midst of a spacious 
court. A broad flight of ^steps led to the 
building, which had six sides, all of which 
we^e open, to show that justice there is 
free and accessible to all. The roof was 
supported by pillars of varnished wood. The 
Judges sat on benches covered with scarlet 
cloth and satin cushions. The hearing was 
solemn and impartial, ^nd eipncluded by the 
condemnation of the Mandarine, who was 
sentenced to be strangled, in consideration of 
his high rank, rather than beheaded, as that is 
esteemed a more disgraceful death in this 
irountry. 

Van -ta-Zhin expressed the deepest con- 
cern at his father^s disgrace! but when he 
was informed of the fate that awaited him, 
instead of giving himself up to useless sor- 
row, he determined to make some extraor- 
dinary effort to save him. The first difficulty 
to be surmounted was to gain admission into 
the presence of the emperor ; and the only op- 
portunity that appeared to him probable^ 
2-9 
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was to mix with the crowd of spf^ctators; 
who were assernbled to see the annual cere- 
mony of the Chinese monarchs' guiding the 
plough. This festival is celebrated .in a 
small field, which lies in a part of the city 
enclosed with walls. Ob this occasion, the 
emperor and his great officers of state, 
clothed like husbandmen, and attended by 
peasants chaunting hymns in praise of agri- 
culture, <?ach&fey turns takes hold of the 
plough, and makes several furrowsj ill 
order to encourage, by their example, tlie 
practice of this most useful art. The be- 
nignity of the emperor's countenance at the 
moment of resigning the plow to his prin- 
cipal minister, encouraged this wretched 
son to present himself before him, bowing 
with his forehead to the ground, and hold- 
ing a petition in his hand, that he might be 
allowed to suffei* death in the place of his 
father. It was a happy momehl to ask a 
favour. The emperor's mind was soothed 
by the benedictions of his people, and their 
joy at his fulfilling the custom of bis ance&- 
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tors. He read the petition attentively, and 
fixed his leyes with^ surprise on the pious 
youth, ivhose appearance, full of modesty 
and solicitude, interested him so much, 
that, after some consideration, he deter- 
mined to reward him by the pardon of his 
father. Having made a minute inquiry con- 
cerning the character and deportment of the 
young man, whose filial affection had given 
him confidence to ask for a^'r^ersion ojf the 
decree of a court of justice, he felt that he 
still owed him furthet marks of his favour 
and approbation. He ordered his name to 
be enrolled in the boolf of Merit; a ball, as 
the ensign of the rank of a Mandarine, to 
be-attached to his cap; and three -peacock's 
feathers to be placed in the front of it, as 
badges of nobility. 

So far from being elated by these distinc- 
tions, Van-ta-Zhin burst into tears, and fell 
down prostrate at the feet of the emperor, 
entreating to be excused from accepting 
these honours, as every time he appeared 
with thofn in public, 'it would remind the 
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spectators of his father's disgrace. This 
amiable cgnduct ensured him the friendship 
of his sovereign, and the esteem of all wise 
and good men, to the end of his life. He 
rose gradually to the highest offices in the 
empire ; aijd by his iiKlefatigable industry, 
justice, benevolence, and moderation, difius- 
ed happiness wherever the influence of his 
power extended. 
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WHEN America was discovered by 
Christoplier Columbus*, besides the nwmer- 
ous straggling tribes of natives dispersed 
from one extremity to the other, both North 
and South, there were found several power- 
ful nations^ that might be termed civilized) 
when compared with their savage neigh- 
bours, though in many essential ' points 
they fell much beneath' the inhabitants of 
Europe. Of the one eternal, invisible God, 
they had no distinct idea ; but paid their ad- 
oration, in the performance of superstitious 

* Anno Dominii 1492. 
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and cruel rites j to a multitude of idols, re- 
presenting deities created by their own im- 
aginations. In this respect they were on a 
level with the polished Greeks and Romans, 
who were equally depraved in their religious 
notions, till they received the light of reve- 
lations. Nor do we read of any people, 
however intelligent on other subjebts, that 
were ever able to form pure notions of God, 
and their duty towards him, till they were 
favoured with this Divine knowledge. 

AnQiOngst these half-civilized nations, the 
Mexicans deserved to be ranked with the 
first in riches, power, «nd arts. They en- 
joyed a fertile soil, which produced a, vast 
variety of plants and trees, valuable either 
for their fruits, leaves, roots, or wood, which 
M'ere applied to different purposes: some 
furnished timber for building ; others, cot- 
ton and thread, for clothes or cordage ; and 
many supplied food. Gold, silver, precious 
stones, and marbles, abounded beneath the 
surface of the earth. ^ Gold was used with 
such profusion in the decoration of th^ir 
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temples and palaces, tbat Cortez* and his 
fdlowers were astonished at the tnagniiicence 
of the capital city, which, as well as the 
kingdom, bore, the name of Mexico. It 
was built on several islands, in a salt-water 
lake, and the only entrance to it was by 
three causeways. Thus defended by situa- 
tion, it might have been expected to have 
long resisted the attacks of an enemy ; but 
the advantages of fire-arms and discipline 
were on the side of the Spaniards, and en- 
abled them finally to subdue not only the 
city, but the whole empire. Their con- 
quest would have been rendered far more 
difficult, had there been a union between 
the petty nations that lived in the vicinity 
of Mexico ; but unhappily, separate inter- 
ests divided them, and involved them in 
frejquent wars, which impaired their force, 
and made them an easy prey to the invaders. 

* A Spaniard'i nvho conducted' an enterfirize 
to America, in search of gold minesy and '^vas 
the conqueror of Mexico, 
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The art of writing^was unknown to them; 
but their ingenuit7> in some degree^ sup- 
plied the defect, as tliey contrived to repre- 
sent, pretty exactly, past events, by p<ant- 
ings, which were their only historical records. 
Many of tl ese were destroyed by tb« brutal 
ferocity of the conquerors ; but a few were 
preserved from the general destruction. 

A Spanish officer, who secreted some of 
these pictures amongst the treasures he 
brought to Europe, left them as a valuable 
pledge to his deifcendants, who set a high 
value on these ancient reliCs of an exploit in 
which their ancestor gained renown, and 
sUll keep tltem with great care. In one of 
them is described the incidents of a story 
that appeared worth transcribing into plua 
English, as a specimen of Mexican manners. 

The city of Tezcuco, the capital of a 
small state bordering on the lake of Mexico, 
was governed by a powerful lord, named 
Chichemeca, who was a vassal to the empe- 
ror of Mexico, but being obliged to pay & 
heavy tribute that drained his treasuries 
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and to supply such a number of human vic- 
tims for sacrifice as thinned his people, he 
groaned under the tyranny of his sovereign, 
and only waited for a convenient opportunity 
to throw off the oppressive yoke. The ad- 
vance of the Spaniards towards Tczcuco 
revived his hopes, and inflamed his ambition 
to render bis little state independent. 

He had received extraordinary accounts of 
these strangers. The fame of their warlike 
exploits had spread all over the country ; 
and their universal success had dignified 
them With the title of invincible heroesy 
whom no bravery' could repel. Some had 
even supposed them to be children of the 
sun, who, according to ancient prediction^ 
were destined to subdue the empire. 

Under these impressions, Chichemeca 
judged it madness to oppose them, and 
thought only of the most probable means of 
securing their friendship, to assist him in 
revolting from the authority of Montezumai 
the reigning emperor. 

10 
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He therefore placed messengers on the 
road by which he expected they would pass^ 
to give him notice of their approach, that 
he might go out to welcome them with all 
the splendour of his court. The procession 
was led by six priests, in long black gar- 
ments ; to whom succeeded a chosen bknd 
of soldiers, adorned with a variety of beau- 
tifully coloured plumes : their faces painted 
black, red, and white j and their bodies cover- 
ed with quilted cotton, which served, as well 
as the shields they carried on their armsy 
fornied of the well polished shell of the tur- 
tle, to defend them from the darts of their 
enemies. They were armed with large bbwa 
and arrows, lances, two-handed swords, darts 
and slings ; and as they advanced, the mar- 
tial music of trumpets, horns^ and drums, an- 
imated them. 

Several of the principal inhabitants fol- 
lowed, in rich mantles, ornamented with 
gold, each bearing bouquets of odoriferous 
flowers in their hands. Valuable presents of 
curious cotton mantles, gold, gems, jewel- 

Digitized by Google 



THE PATRIOT OF TEZCVCO. 107 

lers' work, and green feathers, which the 
Datives highly esteem, came next : and last 
of all the Caciquie* Chichemeca, richly 
dressed in a profusion of gold and jewels, 
borne on a litter covered with plates of gold, 
and shaded by a parasol of green feathers^ 
intermixed with embroidery of gold. 

As soon as he saw the Spanish general he 
filighted, touched the ground with his hands, 
as did all the nobles who attended him, then 
^is«ed them, and afterwards, with their ves- 
0eU of incense fumigated the strangers. 
Cortez received them with great politeness^ 
and the warmest promises of protection, 
whilst both he and his companions beheld 
the gold and gorgeous ornaments that adorn- 
ed them with avaricious eyes. 

Allparties seemed pleased with the friend- 
ly league they were forming, except Ixatolt, 
the eldest son of the Caciquie, who, with 
Tnore penetration than his father, was jeal- 
ous of the designs of the Spaniards; and 

• A Caciquie signifies a Chief or Prince^ 
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though he abhorred the tyranny of the Mex- 
icans, perceived that the best policy of both 
states -was to unite against the common ene- 
my, who, from the desire of wealth, and the 
lust of power, had invaded their country, 
and from superior skill had conquered some 
tribes, and cajoled others to assist them in 
subduing the country. He had boldly ex- 
pressed his sentiments in council ; but, out- 
weihed by numbers, and especially by the 
Voice of his father, he was obbliged to sub- 
mit, and attend the procession, though with 
a very discontented countenance. 

After the first congratulations were pas- 
sed, the Spaniards were conducted into the 
city, where they were welcomed as deliver- 
ers by the people. The streets were deco- 
rated with arches of flowers and branchess 
tastefully disposed; and every part resoimd- 
ed with music and acclamations of joy. 

Ixatolt alone was pensive amidst the gen- 
eral exultation, and more than once, half 
resolved to escape and join the Mexican ar- 
my> that he expected would be sent to op* 
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pose the Spaniards. The love of his father, 
and devotion to his own state, however, re- 
strained him from this unwarrantable step, 
though he foresaw the ruin of both in their 
alliance with the haughty, avaricious stran- 
gers. In a few days after their entrance 
into the city, his mortification was increas- 
ed, by seeing his only sister, and severs^ 
noble virgins, in magnificent bridal habits, 
presented as wives to their new visitors. He 
withdrew in disgust from the company, 
and retired to a stately edifice erected for 
the worship of their deities, where, accord- 
ing to the barbarous rites of his, country, he 
ofTered a human victim to the idol Huitzilo- 
pochli, their god of war, that he might 
avert the evils that threatened them from 
this unnatural alliance with ^their enemies. 
Just as the priest had torn the palpitating 
heart from the victim, and had placed it on 
the altar, the Spaniards entered the temple, 
and instead of mildly enlightening this de- 
luded people, and giving time to overcome 
the horrid prejudices of their infancy, by 
2-10 
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contrasting with them the humane and beau- 
tiful doctrines of Christianity, they furiously 
tore down the idols, destroyed the altars^ 
and violated, with the insolence of conquer- 
ors, every thing that the natives regarded 
as sacred and worshipped with ttic*^ utmost 
veneration. 

Chicheraeca was shocked bevond expres- 
sion, and perceived, too late, that he had 
cherished, in the bosom of his city, oppres- 
sors far more tyrannic than the emperor. 
He likewise found, that whilst any 
wealth remained in his treasury, their ava-' 
rice remained insatiable. Regardless of his 
personal safety, he ventured to remonstrate 
with them on their insult to his gods, to whom' 
he said he owed reverence and'gratitude, for 
protection, fruitful harvests, and health : tind 
though he knew no other deities than those 
of his ancestors, he would permit them to 
build an altar in the temple to the gods of 
their nation, j and if their religion was bet- 
ter than that he professed, he was willing 
to be instructed. 
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Here was a fine opportunity for implant- 
ing truth ihsteadof error; and had the con- 
querors of America been real Christians, 
whose lives had been guided by the example 
of their Divine Master, their arrival might 
have been hailed as the most signal deliver- 
ance from barbarous ignorance and supersti- 
tion ; and had their influ^nct; been exerttd 
to teach gradually the faith and practice of 
Christians, a universal reformation would 
probably have followed : but they were zeal- 
ous of forms and ceremonies merely ; pro- 
fessing a devotion to the mild, benevolent 
Jesus, whilst they daily violated his pre- 
ce^Jts, and, by their bad example, disgusted 
the untaught natives with the name of Chris- 
tians. They were bloodthirsty, greedy of 
riches, profligate in their manners, and un- 
grateful to their benefactors ; but whilst 
they filled their coffers with the treasures of 
the temples, overturned the altars, and de- 
stroyed the priests, they lulled their con- 
sciences with a false security, and rested 
satisfied that they were promoting the glory 
Of God. 
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Las Casas, the Bishop of Chicapa, alone 
opposed the wild zeal of his associates, and 
endeavoured to conrince^ rather than com- 
pel the Indians to leave off* idolatry and hu- 
man sacrifices. His gentle persuasions 
gained some adherents ; at least, they stag- 
gered the opinions of a few, and prepared 
their minds for the reception of truth. 

The greatest benefit that was immediate- 
ly derived from their interference with the 
idolatrous worship of these people, was the 
rescuing of a number of prisoners, kept to 
fatten in wooden cages, to be ready for sa- 
crifices wRen it pleased the priest to make 
an offering. 

Having completely established their pow- 
er in Tczeuco, the Spaniards left one of 
their officers to collect the tribute, and to 
superintend the internal affairs of the city, 
whilst the Caciquie, with a numerous army, 
accompanied them towards Mexico, either 
to secure a peaceable admission to the court 
of the emperor, or to compel him, by forcCf 
to receive them. 
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Ixatolt was appointed to command one of 
the divisions of the army ; but he had ab- 
sconded) nor could he be found by the most 
diligent search. This caused. a degree of 
jealousy concerning the fidelity of the Caci- 
quie, who, Ihey feared, might be shaken by 
some private understanding with his son, and 
made them suspiciously watch his conduct 
These surmises were strengtiicned by a cir- 
cumstance that happened as they were pass- 
ing a narrow defile^ enclosed between two 
ranges of high precipices. In this place 
they were attacked by some Mexican troops, 
who were sent tp oppose their progress. 

Every thing that bi*avery or skill could 
effect, the Spaniards performed, to force their 
\vay, and defend themselves from the frag^ 
ments of rocks that were rolled down from 
above. They were often repulsed, and as 
often returned vigorously to the charge ; but 
the Tezcucans, either less accustomed to dan- 
gerous encounters, or not so ardent in the 
cause, retreated, just when the Spaniards 
Wood mOitin need of support; nor coul4 
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the utmost efTorttf of the Caciquie rally 
them. * This turned the fortune of the day. 
The invaders were driven hack, and obliged 
to return, with the mortification of a defeat, 
to Tezcuco. 

Jealous of his sincerity, Chichemcca was 
obliged to return to his own city, under the 
subjection of the Spanish officer, who left 
him only the title of a sovereign. He had , 
now ample leisure to lament that he had not ; 
listened to the advice of his son, and to de» j 
plore the loss of a child so worthy of his : 
affection. 1 

It is time to relate what befel Ixatolt in hii ! 
voluntary exile. His first care was to pro- , 
vide the disguise of a travelling merchant, j 
numbers of whom perambulate through a}! 
parts of the empire, and in this character he 
entered several cities, under tlfe pretence of 
exchanging different kinds of goods ; but in 
reality with design to sound the disposition 
of the inhabitants, with respect to the stran* 
gers who had excited so much alarm and 
surprize; and if possible, to form a corobi* 
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nation to compel them to return to their 
own country. Under these circumstances 
he endured many vicissitudes, and was ob- 
liged to assums different characters. Hav- 
ing acquainted himself with the prevailing 
sentiments of the surrounding cities, he 
went to Mexico, expecting ihit he there 
should be able to discover the state of his 
father, and the Tezcucans, who, he suppos- 
ed had attended his father thither as auxilia- 
ries. Had his mind been more at ease, he 
Would have contemplated this magnificent 
city with admiration : palaces, temples, 
Handsotne houses, canals, trees, and gardens, 
formed one beautiful assemblage ; but above 
all, the public square, which served as a 
mart for the different produciions, natural 
or artificial, collected for the use of the cap- 
ital, was a most striking object. Besides 
dealers in innumerable species of animals, 
and food of various kin^s, the hope of pro- 
fit had allured to this spot, anists from a 
g)Peat distance. There were to be seen pot- 
^fers and jewellers of Cholula, goldsmiths of 
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Azcapozalca, ' painters of Tezcuco, stone 
cutters of Tenajocan, huliters of Hilotepee, 
fishers of Cuitbahuac, fruiterers of hot cli- 
inates, mat-weavers of QuauhtitlaD) and 
florists of Xochimilus. Every thing that 
could please the palate or delight the eye was 
to be purchased in this place ; but Ixatolt was 
too much depressed by the ruin that threat- 
ened his country, to enjoy the sight ; and 
suspecting that he was known by a Mexican 
tax-gatherer, with whom he had quarrelled 
at Tezcuco for his extortion, he hastily left 
this public rendezvous, and fled to one of 
the numerous floating islands in the Mex- 
ican Lake, which belonged to a gardener 
who raised flowers for the public festivals. 
This man having been extremely prosper- 
ous, had began to form a ' secpnd island for 
the cultivation of flowers and fruits, and 
actually employed the noble Ixatolt to as- 
sist him in twisting and plaiting twigs 
of willow for the foundation^ upon this light 
basis they placed bushes, and covered the 
whola with mud and dirt, drawn up from 
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the bottom of thc^ lakcy which is peculiarly 
fertile. His master was an honest man> and 
treated him kindly^ though he was.not aware 
of his rank : and in this retreat he might 
hare passed his days quietly, in useful la- 
bour and refreshing rest. But his education 
had prepared him for different scenes. His 
bosom burned to rescue his country from a 
foreign oppressor. The news being circulate 
td on the lake that the Spaniards were ar^ 
rived in the city^ he could no longer restrain 
his impatience, but left his friendly master, 
and) in the habit of a gardener, repaired to 
the neighbourhood of the court, for the 
purpose of watching their motions. After 
lurking about the palace some days in this 
humbie disguise, he was discovered by a 
Mexican lord, who reported the circumstance 
to his sovereign. 

The Tezcucans being regarded as rebels, 
an order was given to apprehend him, and 
)ie was delivered to the priests for the pur- 
pose of being sacrificed ! His noble rank, 
known courage, and heroic qualities^ pro- 
11 
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cured him a more honourabfe destiny, than 
merely to be bound hand and foot and have 
his heart torn out and burned^ He was al- 
lowed the chance of the gladiatoreafi combats 
In an ppen space, near thereat temple} an 
immense crowd of people assembled to be 
spectators of this barbarous ceremony. In 
the middle was raised a round terrace, upon 
'Which was placed a large, circular, well- 
|k>lished stone, engraved with hieroglypkical 
figures. Here stood Ixatolt, armed with a 
shield and a ^hort sword. His countenance 
was undismayed ; and, though tied by one 
foot, he did not shrink from the attack of 
lus opponent, whoy better provided with 
weapons, and at full liberty, had mounted 
the stone for tlie combat. A fierce struggle 
ensued ; but the cooj intrepidity of Ixatolt^ 
and his dexterity in avoiding the blows of 
llis antagonist, gave him the victory. But 
DO sooner did the acclamations of the people 
declare his success, than another Mexican, 
fresh and well armed, was placed on the 
stone, in the room of the one who had beea 
obliged to yield. 
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In this cowardlf manner, according to 
their custom, did the Mexicans replace hjb 
<:onqttered opponents, with men unwearied) 
well armed, and mi shackled — seven times ! 
with the last, the event hung long doubtful. 
The big drops of sweat ran down the cheeks 
of Ixatolt i his w^eary limbs almost failed ; 
and the silence of the arena^, with the eager 
suspense marked on the countenance of the 
spectators, showed that the present struggle 
was the last effort of expiring hope. Though 
the powers pf his^body were exhausted, his 
mind was never subdued; He looked with 
.an indignant eye on the dastard who couhl 
Attack him on such unequal terms; and 
after a long conflict^ made one successful 
thrust with his sword, which laid his enemy 
at his feet^ 

By the laws of Mexico he was now free 
to return to his own country, where the 
circumstances of his father required his 
presence. 

♦.4« ofien Bfiace^ a/ijfiro/irhtedto public combaU^ 
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The Spanish officer who was left to nidn« 
Age affidrs in Tezcuco was both cruel and 
avaricious. His extordons were so grkr* 
ous>' that the people could no longer endure 
it. They had formed a conspiracy to de- 
stroy the Spaniard and his companions, which 
was discovered by an Indian woman , who 
had married one of the strangers. The 
officer accused Chichemeca of being privy 
to this design; and, disregarding all his 
protestations of innocence, put him ih fet- 
ters, and was going to try him as a crimifial, 
]ust as Ixatolt returned to his native city. 
His appearance roused the spirit of the peo- 
ple. He called them to arms, and'^^ollccted 
a little army, which was encouraged hy the 
priests, who assured them of certain victory, 
Desperation gave them courage. They 
.fought bravely ; and the Spaniards, being 
off their guard, were obliged to abandon the 
place. The aged, broken-hearted Caciquie 
was released from his fetters : but not even 
the consolations of his son, nor the recovery 
of his liberty, could restore him to peace 
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of mind. He upbraided himself with hav- 
ing been the caude of the misfortunes of his 
people, and of haying driven his spn into 
ejdie, whose wiser counsels and inti^pldity 
Might have prevented the evils that had be- 
fallen them. The calamities he had endur- 
ed overpowered him : he died in a short 
time, a victim to grief and fruitless regret. 
- Ixatolt buried his father with the respect 
due to his rank. A grand procession of the 
nobility, led by Ixatolt and the wives of the 
Caciquie, followed the body, which was 
dressed in a rich habit. . The nobles carried 
a great stantdard of p^per, and the arms and 
ensigns of the deceased} the priests singing 
solemn dirges. When they arrived at the 
letnple, the corpse was laid upon a funeral 
pile, composed of odoriferous resinous wood, 
and presently consumed. 

It had been the custom, during this par* 
of the ceremony, to sacrifice a great number 
of slaves : but Ixatolt, though shocked at 
the violation of the temple, had been in some 
xlegree awakened, by the gentle exortations 
2-11 
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of Las Casas, to the horror and profanitf 
of offering his fellow-<:reature8 to his deiUes. 
He therefore contented himself with -eacri- 
ficing tie dog that belonged to his fathep, 
that he might accompany him In the other 
world. 

The ashes were then placed in an earthen 
pot, and interred in a sepulchre, in which 
were laid the shield and sword of the deceas- 
edy and provisions of various kirids, that he 
might not want during . the long journey he 
was supposed to have to travel. 

These superstitious ceremonies being 
ended) Ixatolt turned his thoughts to the 
government of his province, and by form* 
ing a defensive league with heghbouring 
states, was enabled to preserve his indepen^ 
dence during the remainder of his life. 
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THE extensive forests of North America 
were inhabited, from immemorial ages, by 
a race of men who were hardy, active, and 
independent. They roved free as air in 
these immense wilds, in pursuit of the ani- 
mals they produced, unrestrained by any 
limit but those the different tribes imposed 
dn one another ; each claiming a certain, 
though far-spread district, as their hunting 
grounds, mostly marked out by range.s of 
mountains, or streams of waiter, which some- 
times interfered so much as to occasion dis- 
putes. Endless wars arose from trespasses 
on these boundaries, and other causes, in 
which the tawny warriors often displayed 
astonishing instances of valour and fortitude; 
vainly wasting their strength, ^nd diminish- 
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ing their numbers, in encounters which 
with the miseries they inflicted, might have 
been prevented by justice and forbearance. 
But this is a unirersal evil, and will prevail 
till the mild precepts of the Gospel shall 
influence the practice of all nations, and 
every man love his neighbour as himself; 
then, we are told in the prophetic records, 
that " the spears shall be turned into prun- 
ing-hooks, and the swords into plough-shares; 
aud men shall not learn war any more." 

The superstitious notions of these people 
on religious subjects, and their ignorance of 
letters, account fof the strange mixture of 
virtue and vice in their character. The love 
of glory is their predominant passion ; and 
the honour and prosperity of their tribe or 
nation, the object most near'to their hearts. 
In friendship they are ardent and faithful ; 
in enmity their revenge knows no bounds : 
nay, th^y think it a duty they owe to their 
deceased relations, to retaliate their injuries 
on their enemies. To strangers they are 
humane and hospitable, freely sharing witH 
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them^hiateVer thej x)osses9. When at 
peace, and surrounded by plenty, they arc 
indolent and supine ; but if roused to Vat 
or the chace, endure cold, hunger, and fa- 
tigue, without a murmur. They think it 
the highest merit to overcome their enemies 
by stratagem rather than force, and conse* 
qaently conduct their warlike eispeditions 
with great art. As they neither give nor 
expect quarter, the moment a warrior is 
taken prisoner, he not only prepares for 
death, but determines to bear the most cru* 
el tortures his opponents can inflict, with 
the firmest constancy, that he may add to 
the glory of his nation. 

There is a noble, disinterested generosity 
in the nature of their good qualities, that 
commands admiration ; whilst their defects 
seem to arise more from false ideas of what 
is excellent, than an intention to do wrong. 

Their persons are tall, straight, and slen- 
der ; their complexion is of a reddfsh hue, 
or copper colour : their eyes are large, black, 
and penetrating ; and their stout, long hair 
of the same colour. 
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The different tribes vary botli as to the 
materials of their clothing, and the form of 
their garments ; but the most general mode 
amongst them is a strip of cloth or leather* 
about a foot wide, and five fleet long, the 
ends of which are drawn inwards, and hang 
behind and before, over a belt tied round 
the waist for that purpose : a close vest, or 
shirt, reaches to the belt ; across their shoul- 
ders is thrown a kind of robe, or blanket, 
which, towards the northern climates* is 
made of fur. They wear a sort of stocking 
called legg^ns, or mocassins, made either 
of skins or cloth, and frequently adorned, 
on the seams, with oiTiamental work, and 
porcupine quills, curiously coloured. Their 
shoes are made of the skin of the deer, elk, 
or buffalo ; sometimes dressed, and at other 
times the hair is left on them. Mittens of 
the same materials cover their hands and 
arms : and the whole dress is ornamented 
according to the fancy of the wearer, with 
tassels, fringes, embroidery of moose-deer 
hair, and porcupine quills* Feathers of th^ 
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swan, eagle, and other birds, with the teeth, 
horns, and claws of different animals, form 
the ornaments of their heads ; and their hair 
is generally besmeared with grease. The wo- 
men wear a vest also, over a short petticoat, 
that reaches to the middle of the leg, and is 
fastened over the shoulders with cords, and 
bordered behind and before with a cape, that, 
with the rest of the dress, is adorned with 
painting, embroidery, fringe, antl quill- work: 
a stiff tasselled belt confines the vest round 
the waist j and the dress is completed by 
bracelets, rings, and beads, which they 
mostly procure from the Europeans. Of 
all the decorations of their dress, they pay 
the greatest attention to painting themselves 
with different colours : the men, particularly, 
use vermilion and charcoal, to make them 
look fierce and strike terror into their ene- 
mies. 

Their houses deserve no better name 
than a tent, or hut, formed of poles, and 
covered with skins, which is convenient to 
lemove from one place to another, and suits 
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their wandering way of life. In their \|l- 
lages, their buildings are more substantitd) 
and are often compoised of squared k>gs of 
timber. ^ 

It frequently happens that perpetmil war 
is maintained from generation to generation} 
between two nations^ and transmitted from 
father to son, as was the case between the 
Naudouessies and Chippeways, in the days 
of Aronty^ony, a celebrated chief of the 
former nation, belonging to the Tortoise 
tribe, that inhabited the western side of the 
Mississippi. 

Aronty-qony had distinguished himeelf as 
a warrior from his youth ; and the voice of 
his countrymen had unanimously raised him 
to the dignity of a chief. He had often led 
them successfully against the enemy.; and, 
by his well-concerted stratagems, gained a 
victory without the loss of a single man, 
The number of quills suspended to his war- 
cap, for every enemy he had slain in battle^ 
indicated the succes of his youth. Such 
was liis renown, that he wi^s revered by the 
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KsiudouesftieS) and dreaded by the Chippe* 
ivays. But age had diminished the power 
of his right arm : he could no longer ij^ield 
the tomahawk ; he could only oppose the 
enemy in council, where the fixed attention 
of his hearers marked their opinion of hia 
wisdom. • 

Aronty-oony united to the sternness of 
the warrior the tenderness of the fondest 
&ther. He had a son and daughter who 
shared his warmest affections, and were re- 
markably attached to each other. He early 
instructed Decanesora, his son, in shooting 
with a bow and arrow : he accustomed him 
to the most athletic exercises—running 
races, wrestling, foot-ball, swimming across 
rivers, ascending mountains, and making 
his way through the thickest woods. He 
taught him to subdue his appetite, to be 
contented with the plainest fare, to fast oc- 
casionally, and to bear pain without com- 
X>laining. When he had made some pro- 
gress in these habits, he permitted him to 
I accompany him to the chace, where skilly 
12 

Digitized by GoOg I' ^^^ 



1^0 THfi NORTH ASfERICAl^ WARRIOft? 

patbnce, and courage were necessary^ in 
encountering the buffalo^ ^the elk^ the ^^er, 
the bear, and the beaver. He taught bim 
to discern the footsteps of their game, and 
to follow them with certainty through the 
pathless forest. Decanesora early acquired 
a high reputation as a hunter, which might; 
be considered as in initiation to the qualifi* 
cations of a warrior. 

His sister, SayadyiO) Was taught with equal 
care by her mother, to perform the domestic \ 
offices, to sow and plant corn, to catch fish 
with nets, &c. but her favourite employ- ; 
ment was adorning her brother's clothes j 
with embroidery and quill-work. On a 1 
particular occasion she seemed to have im- | 
bibed the courageous spirit of her father, i 
and to have exerted it for the preservation 
of a brother so dear to her. 

Decanesora had collected a number of va- 
luable furs, which he bartered with sosae 
European traders for different articles of 
European manufacture. These people, to 
ct>nfirm the bargain, regnkd him with nun? 
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Hfhich had such an effect upon him, that he 
appeared almost frantic. His sister, who 
;«ras present, soothed him with caresses, and 
compelled hlwt by threats, to leave the com- 
pany.. She led him to the brink of the river, 
where she washed his head and face, and 
spouted water on his head, till she had so- 
Jeered him so far, that he was able to stand 
upon his legs. A, boat was waiting to carry 
'liim across ^e river, when, on a sudden, 
he broke from his friends, and rushed with 
^reat violence into the water. A moment 
iifter he came up again, and was seen swim- 
xning towards the^ opposite bank. Sayadyio 
sprang alone into the boat, and rowed up to 
her brother, overtook him, and seized his 
hand to make him step into the boat. He 
refused her kindness^ dived again, and rose 
up several times ; so that he appeared in 
great danger of being drowned. The youQ.g 
;Kluaw* followed, him with her boat ; called 
^n him repeatedly with great affection j and 

* T/^e Indian term for woman, 
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did not cease following him a moment, with 
her eyes constantly fixed ^n him, or on the 
spot where she thought he was likely to ap- 
pear again ; for he was as often under at 
above water : at last, she grasped him so 
forcibly as to retain her hold. 

When he returned to the perfect use of 
his senses, he remembered, with the warm- 
est gratitude, the uneasiness, care, and en- 
dearments used by his sister for his preser- 
vation, and retained the strongest affection 
for her to the latest hour of his life. 

A neighbouring chief of great reputation 
having had a dream that he was roving in 
an extensive forest, teeming with such abun* 
dance of game, that the young men who 
formed his band could not carry away the 
half they had killed, explained it as a favour- 
able omen for a hunting expedition, and 
accordingly sent a quill to each of the most 
enterprising young men of his tribe, as a 
token of invitation to a feast, previous to bH 
undertaking. 
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Decanesora received one of these quill) 
<md repaired to the place appointedy with a 
dish and knife in his hand. As soon as the 
company were assembled^ a white dog was 
sacrificed. The pipe was lighted, an^ smok- 
ed out of the sacred stem, with many cere- 
monies. Then the provisions, which chief- 
ly consisted of dried meat, were equally 
divided among the guests, when, strange 
to say,, the largest and most hasty eaters re- 
ceived distinguished honours. 

Though women and children are exclud- 
ed from the feasts, their company is admit- 
ted to the hunting parties, where they take 
up their abode in a sort of temporary hut, 
and are useful in cooking the victuals and 
gathering fruits, as well as assisting to carry 
.home the game. Decanesora, therefore, 
was accompanied by his beloved Sayadyio. 

After passing several days in the woods, 
with various success, they fell in with a 
skirmishing party of the Chippeways, who 
perceiving them first, artfully concealed 
.themselves under the covert of a hill, tMh 
2-12 
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they were encamped for the night, and bu- 
ried in a profound sleep. * 

The Naudouessie chief and his- com- 
panions being roused by the war shoots 
of their enemies, who rushed on them with 
savage ferocity, snatched their tomahawks 
and war-clubs, and put themselves in the 
best possible pc^sturc of defence. But the 
disparity of numbers was too great j they 
were obliged to yield, and every man to 
provide for his own saftty. 

Decanesora, seeing his chief in danger, 
pushed forward and attacked his opponent, 
who, in his turn, endeavoured to defend him- 
self, but ineffectually ; for Decanesora, be- 
ing very active, gave him a sudden blo^ 
wilh his tomahawk, and felled him to the 
ground. Whilst he was egaged in thiscon- 
flict, one of the enemies stripped his tent 
of all the booty he could find, and with his 
sister, placed it on a fleet horse, which soon 
carried them beyond the reach of pursuit. 
Lamentations were vain. Revenge fired 
the breast of Decanesora. He burned to re- 
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tikUate, if he could not recover bis sister. 
-He returned home, determined to use every 
influence with the war-chiefs, to engage 
immediately in hostility against this tribe of 
the Chippe ways : but what was his mortifi- 
•cation to find the elders assembled in the 
council-house with the heads of the Chip- 
peway nation, to treat concerning but-ying 
.*t3^e hMchet of war, and planting the tree of 
■peace. 

As he entered the public square, Aronty- 
oony was in the midst of an oration, in 
wbitih he declared that the sacred tree of 
peace should reach the sun, and the branch- 
es of it extend to the Chippeways' country, 
tbat both nations might take shelter under 
it. "This chain," said he, giving a belt, 
*' is the chain of peace. May it ever be kept 
clean and bright ; and no one dare to break 
one of its links." 

The song of peace was then sung by the 
whole company; and they concluded the 
ceremony by smoking out of the sacred stem; 
as a confirmation of union. 
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Decanesora vainly endeavoured to peiv 
suade his brethrcin to dig up the newly^ buri- 
ed hatchet. The public good required a 
cessation from the calamities of war; and 
his private loss was not to be avenged at so 
dear a price as involving his counti'ymen ia 
a new war. 

Aronty-oony, whose opinion was some- 
what altered by his domestic calamity, wa* 
also obliged to yield to these powerful argu- 
ments, and to submit to" the consequences 
of an accidental encounter of a straggling 
party, who were unacquainted with the trea- 
ty of peace. 

The ardour for vengeance was not so easi- 
ly quelled in the youthful bosom of I>ecan- 

^esora. He was continually concerting 
schemes to retaliate upon the man who ha(} 
deprived him of his sister. Amongst bis 
intimate friends was a young man named 
Shikelims, to whom Sayadyio was engaged 
to be married. He sympathised with him in 
the same desire of seeking redress ; and they 

-©ften conferred together on th« best means 
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of effecting that purpose. At length they 
determined to sound /the disposition of five 
or six otiiers, who had also suffered from 
the Cbippeways, and wtx*e of a daring char- 
acter. They soon listened to their propo^ 
sals ; and secretly formed a resolution to set 
out, unknown to any person, for. a village of 
the Chippeways, at a considerable distancCf 
and set it on fire by night. This had the 
desired etfcct. The Ghippeways immedi- 
ately dug up the hatchet, and prepared fojr 
var, which obliged the Naudouessies to 
make ready for resisting their attacks. The 
aged chiefs assembled in council, and endea- 
voured to raise the martial spirit of the young, 
by tt;lliDg them that they should not wait to 
be attacked, but should remember that the 
Chippeways had broken the tree of peace, 
dug up its roots, and destroyed its branches. 
^Thc bones of our countrymen," said 
Aromy-oony " lie uncovered ; they call out 
to OS to avenge their wrongs : their spirits 
cry out against us ; they must be appeased. 
The Genii, who are the guardians of our 
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honour, inspire us with courage to seek the 
enemies of our murdered brethren, and to 
^nish those who have'carried off our wives 
find daughters. Sit, therefore, no longer 
inactive, but yield to the impulse of your 
natural valour : anoint your hair, paint your 
faces, fill your quiveiMs, cause the forests tP 
resound with your shouts, console the spirit* 
of the dead, and promise them revenge." 

The listening warriors^ aroused by his 
exhortation, snatched their arms in a trans<- 
port of fury, and began the song of war^ 
reciting their explots and those of their an-* 
cestors. The war-dance followed, in which 
they represented the manner in which they 
expected to Kill, scalp, and tak6 their pri- 
soners. 

The scouts who were sent out reported 
that they had found a tree, about twenty 
niiles beyond the river, painted after the In- 
dian manner as a challenge. It represented 
the hostile army. Beneath it lay a bundle 
of rushes, that expressed th€ number of 
warriors that composed it. Th^s was suA** 
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eient to determine the direction of their 
march. They iniinediateijnt sallied forth to 
oppose theni at the passage of this ri?er» 
which they knew they myst ford in order to 
teach their village. The set out full of 
hopes> the woods re-echoing with their shouts 
and songs, and arrived at the bank just as 
their opponents had entered the river. 

There was no time to fortify the shore, as 
they intended : they were compelled to form 
at once in ^^ order of battle ; and a fierce en« 
gagement ensued, in which both sides suf- 
fered great loss. 

Decanesora rushed into the foremost rank. 
He slew several, and performed prodigies of 
'Valour ; till he excited such notice as to be 
surrounded by numbers, who overpowered 
him} and bound him as a prisoner. 

The field of battle became too horrible a 
scene for description. Both parties retreat- 
ed^ without being able to decide which wa9 
the victor. 

Decanesora was carried away with the rest 
frf" the captives, and» as his military fame 
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was great, was guarded with the strictest 
care, as a peculiar object of their fury. 
During the march^ they obliged him to 
chaunt his death -song, which he did with 
an undismayed countenance. ^* I am goin^ 
to die," said he : ^^ I am about to suffer ; 
but I will bear the severest tortures you cai^ 
inflict, like a man. I scorn to shrink from 
pain : you cannot make me disgrace myself 
by complaints. I will die like a hero, and 
do honour to my nation by my death. I am 
going to join the brave chiefs, who have 
suffered in the same cause, in the land 
of spirits." 

As the Chippeways approached their owif 
village, they announced the events of thexv^ 
expedition by their cries. They declared 
how many they had lost, by the number of 
their death-cries ; and the amount of their 
prisoners, by the number of war-whoops. 

At length the day appointed for the exe^ 
cution of their prisoners arrived. Decanesora 
walked at their head to the public square. 
His countenance was undismayed, his stepn 
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firm, and his fortitude unshaken. Whilst 
his tormentors were inflicting the cruellest 
pains, by tearing bina in diffl^rcnt places, 
and other contrivancesrtoo terrible to describe, 
he continued singing, that he was a warrior, 
brate, and without ftar ; and that his death 
would be avenged by his countrymen : telling 
them, that they did not know how to inflict 
pain better than women,* and that when they 
should fall into the hands of his brethren, 
ihey would torment them in a more excrb- 
ciating manner. Then, addressing himself 
to his fellow-prisoners, he exhorted them to 
follow his example, and die with constancy ; 
when the fltames reached the vital parts, and 
put an end to his existence. 

Thus perished a man, whose virtues might 
have honoured the most civilized nation, hacl 
they^ been divested of that ferocity which 
marks the savage, and which can only be 
eradicated by the mild spirit of Christianity. 



13 

Digitized by Google 



THE RUSSIAN PEASANT. 



COUNT VASEMSKY, a Russian noble- 
man, possessed a large estate on the banks 
of the Volga, a mighty river that flows 
through a vast extent of country, and it 
finally lost in the Caspian Sea. His palace 
was a magnificent structure, furnished with 
every luxury that could contribute to enjoy- 
ment ; and situated in a romantic country, 
near the confines of a large forest of vener- 
able oaks. His gardens were planted with 
great taste, and reached to the water's edge, 
which was overhung with white poplars, 
willows, and flowering shrubs. The boors* 

• The boors on a nobleman's estate in RuS' 
aia are the property of their master^ %oho can 
employ them as he pleases^ punish their faults^ 
and sell them to whoever he likes. 
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who belonged to his estate were very nu- 
nierouS) and farmed an important part of his 
wealth. 

The amiable disposition and enlightened 
mind of the count induced him to treat his 
boors with great humanity, and to consult 
their welfare and happiness in the disposal 
of them. He visited their cottages ; sup- 
plied their wants ; employed them accortling 
to their talents ; educated their children ; 
and lived amongst them like the affectionate 
father of a large family, beloved, honoured, 
and esteemed. 

Surrounded by affluence and the attach- 
ment of his dependants, he only wanted a 
child to make him happy. After being 
married several years this blessing was 
granted iiim. His lady brought him a son, 
who was the delight of both parents, ,He 
had a delicate complexion, flaxen hair, and 
cheeks as ruddy as a rose* 

In the spring season the Volga is subject 
to overflow its banks suddenly and with great 
violence. One of these inundations hajv- 
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pened a few months after the birth of Xhh 
child. In which the waters rose so high al 
to wash away a suitmier-house in Count 
Vasemsky's garden, where his infant soq 
was sleeping in his cradle, under the pro- 
tection of his nurse. The lightness of the 
wicker-work supported it on the surface of 
the water ; and the cradle, with the sleep 
ing babe, floated down the centre of tht 
stream. 

The alarm of this accident was almost in- 
Btantaneous ; and the distraction of the cotint 
and his lady, who viewed the floating cradle, 
containing their precious darling, without 
the power of impeding its progress, is ea* 
sier to be imagined than described. 

In this dreadful dilemma, the greatful at- 
tachment of Paul Petrowitz, one of the 
boors, aflbrded a noble testimony of the 
great advantage of humane - and generous 
treatment of servants and dependants. He 
waited for no orders, but stripped in a mo- 
ment, and plunged into the stream at the 
risk of his life. It was some time before 
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he could overtake the cradle, and when he 
did, the struggle to bring it to shore was 
arduous and difficult. Often was his strength 
almost exhavist^d in resisting the force of 
the current, and he was on the point of giv* 
ing up the enterprise as inipossible to be 
effected : but when he beheld the innocent 
smiles of the infant, who was by this time 
awakened, and the distress of his mastei'% 
countenance, his courage and strength seem- 
ed renewed, and he determined to save the 
child or parish in the attempt. ' At lei)gth 
his perseverance surmounted all obstacles j 
with one vigorous effort he forced the cradle 
out of the current, held it with one hand 
whilst he advanced towards the shore with 
the other, which, after many conflicts, he 
reached in safety. 

What ecstacy to this faithful servant to 
restore the beloved child to the arms of its 
fond parents! What inexpressible delight 
to the parents to receive it unhurt ! 

After the first transports of joy were over, 
the minds of the count and his lady were 
2-13 
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next affected with the wartnest etnotions tS 
gratitude towards the deliverer of their son. 
They could not find words to express their 
feelings. They bestowed the highest praises 
on his cottrage, his address, and Iris fidelity ; 
and thanked him many times for his generous 
efforts to rescue their only child from dc* 
struction. 

As soon as the count became calm> and 
had time for reflection^ he considered of 
some more effectual means of rewarding 
this important service, than by empty words. 
He heard that Paul had an attachment to a 
young woman in a neighbouring village. 
He sent for him, and inquired whether 
there was any foundation for the report. 
Paul acknowledged it was true; but said 
that Katarina's father would not consent to 
their marriage, because he had nothing of 
his own, with which he could provide for 
the wants of a family. 

" If there is no other objection,'* said the 
count, " I will remove it, by bestowing upon 
you a pretty farm, which you sliall manage 
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for fonr own advantage, and you shall be 
supplied with every material for your hoiidc 
and furniture. I will slock your farm with 
cattle, and your gardens with fruit-trees and 
vegetables. When every thing is completed 
you shall marry. The wedding shall ^>c 
^ept at my house ; and the countess ami 
myself ynU be present at the ceremony." 

. Paul thought himself amply repaid by 
this bounty ; and as soon^ as his day's work 
was done, hastened to acquaint his dear Kat- 
-arina with the happy tidings of his good 
fortune. Her father was no longer averse 
*from the match, Paul was now a welcome 
I'isitor, and spent all his evenings with her ; 
the time passing cheerfully^ either in danc- 
ing with their young companions, or in 
listening to the melody of Katarina's voice, 
-which be thought sweeter than that of the 
lark. 

Paul was kn expert carpenter, as most of 
ihe Russian peasants are. Having his mas- 
ter's permission to provide hiniscjf with 
"^very thing he wanredj he felled the most 
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suitable treqs in the nfeigbbouring forcst> 
and began tx) build his house with the great- 
est earnestness : he fcrmed it of unhewn 
timber, and divided the ground-flcor into a 
l)Jack room and a white rooni> as they arc 
called in Russia, with a passage between 
them. The white room he furnished witji 
i an oven, of a very large size, made with 
hricks, and covered with plaster ; adjoining 
to the oven he put a broad shelf, which, 
with the top of the oven, he designed for 
their sleeping place. Detached from the 
house he built a bath room, in which he also 
placed an oven for htating the Water, a water- 
tub, and benches raised one above a^KitheT, 
like a scaflbld ; a very necessary' appendage, 
as it is customary with the Russians to us© 
the warm bajth very often j and, in the se* 
' verest weather, after the most profuse per- 
spirations, to roll in the snow without taking 
cold. His furniture was very simple t in 
the kitchen was a table, benches, a few ves- 
sels for cooking, and a piece of felt placed 
on the shelf, at thjs top of the qven, instead 
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of a bed. For candlesticks he had no oc- 
casioni as he proposed to burn splinters of 
dry birch wood instead of candles. In the 
corner of the room he fixed ti>e images of 
Jiis favourite. saints, with lainp8l)eiore then), 
which were to be lighted on the festivals of 
the church. 

As his farm extended to the banks of the 
rivet*, he exerted his ingenuity in building 
a water-mill, with a hi>rizontal wheel, ioi' 
l^riiuHng his corn. Stables, store-houses, 
and pig-sties, coinpleted the buildings. 

The forming a garden ind orchard was 
Ms next care. The former )ie stocked with 
cabbagfes, turnips, cucumbers, onions, gourds, 
and water-melohs : the latter with fruit-trees. 

Every thing being ready for the reception 
of a wife, Paul began to be imputlcnt to 
bring liOme his dear Katarjna. Accordini^ly 
they were betrothed, or protnistd to each 
other, according to the rites of the Greek 
church, eight days before their marriage. 
After that time, 'the bridegroom, and the 
;girls of her ^acquaintance, were the only 
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visitors Katarina received till the day of her i 
inarriage. On the last everting, the bride- 
maids took her to the warm bath, where 
they plaited her hair, and amused her with 
songs, descriptive of the happiness of the 
marriage life. 

The countess presented the lovers with 
thtir wedding dresses, suited to the condi- 
tion of a thriving farmer, rather than a mere 
peasant. 

Paul was a healthy, strong-limbed young 
man, with lank brown hair, and a full, bushy 
beard. He appeared in a shirt of blue linen, 
without any collar, girt round the waist with 
a string, and hanging over a pair KT loose 
trowsers, which were tied below the knee. 
His coat was of brown cloth, trimmed with 
gold cording, and ornamented with smaH 
silver buttons : it was made full, plaited on 
the hips, and reached below the calves of 
his legs. About his waist was a handsome 
sash, to which hung a long-bladed knife, in 
a sheath. On l^is head he wore a high-crown- 
ed hat, with a brimj decorated with a bluf 
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The bride was not fifteen, and from her 
fair complexion and high colour, was reck- 
oaed a beauty ; but, not satisfied with her na- 
tural bloom, was> according to the custom of 
her country, highly daubed with paint, both 
red and white. Her head was adorned with 
a covering that had a stiO! flap, like a jockfty- 
cafpf in front, which displayed some hand 
some peails, coral, and ▼arious coloured 
stones J from this hung a long, white silk 
veil, edged with gold lace, and thrown back 
negligently. Her shift was of pale pink gauze, 
fastened round hew neck with a collar, neat- 
ly ornamented with needle-worl^ : above it 
she wore a green silk vest, without sleeves, 
made close to the body, confined roimd the 
waist by a sash, and fastened with a thin row 
of very small buttons from top to bottom. 
To complete the whole, she had a necklace, 
car-rings, and bracelets of pearl, with a gold 
chain about her neck. 

Thus sumptuously attired, they proceed- 
ed to church, attended by the count and 
countess, with their infant son, borne in the 
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same cradle in which he had been saved hj 
the bridegroom. The figure of a saint led 
the procession. During the ceremony, the 
priest put a crown on each of their heads; 
and after having exchanged their rings, with 
certain forms, he explained to them the 
duties of husbands and wives, and then con- 
ciuded the marriage, by offering them to 
drink out of the same cup, as a token of 
their sharing one fortune, whether gbod or 
ill, and then dismissed them with bis bles* 
aing. 

At their return, the father of the bride 
presented them with a loaf and a bag of salt, 
witli a wish that they might never \ttint ei- 
ther of those necessary articles ; for which 
the new-married couple thanked him on their 
knees. «. 

An entertainment was provided for the 
company at the count's, and the day spent 
h\ the utmost festivity. The merry dance, 
and the cheerful song, with the sound of 
the cow-horn, and the balaluia* resounded 

^ ^ musical instrument something like a drum. 
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llirough tlie hall. The glass, as is usual on ] 
such occasions, circulated rather too briskly : 
good humour and cheerfulness, however, 
prevailed ; and the guests retired to their 
own homes, well pleased with their recep- 
tion. 

Paul and Katarina were no sooner settled 
in their new habitation, than each of theni 
began to exert all their industry to make the 
most of their farm. He worked abroad, 
cultivated his fields, minded the cattle, and 
provided hives for the wild bees in theiiM^est*.— ^ 
For this purpose he chose^^he strongest and 
Straightest trees of the hardest kinds of tim- 
ber, on the trunks of which, at a great height, 
he formed a hollow place for the hive, clos- 
ing the opening with a board, with little 
holes in it for the bees to go in and out. His 
method of performing this operation was 
extremely ingenious, and deserves a partic- 
ular description. He placed himself against 
the tree, fastened a rope round his waist 
and also the trunk of the tree ; then, with a 
sharp hatchet, made a notch in the tree at a 
14 
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certain height, and setting his feet against 
the trunk, gave a spring, by the assistance 
of the rope, to the height of the notch ; 
then made another^notch as high as he could 
reach, and so proceeded to the place requir* 
ed, where, resting in the rope,^ he formed 
the recess for the bees to lay up their stores. 
Having taken the proper tools in his girfjle> 
he cut off the branches below the bee-house 
as he ascended, to. prevent the bears from 
reaching his treasure, as they are very fond 
of honey, fiatarina took care of the domes- 
tic cdne«m$, baked the bread, and spun and 
ivove all the linen they wore. The poultry 
yard was also under her management; and 
she daily fed a numerous family of fowls, 
geese, red ducks, pigeons, and turkeys. 
The lighter tasks in the garden likewise fell 
to her share : she delighted to ornament it 
with a few flowers. No sooner did the snow 
melt from the ground, than her pains were 
repaid by the showy tints of the variegated 
tulip, the mountain saffron, the bulbous fu- 
mitory, the yellow star of Bethlehem, and 
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tlie sweet-scented vioiet. On a rising ground^ 
that overlooked a pleasant view of a distant 
church, she raised an arbour, and covered 
it with virgin's bower. Here, when the la- 
bours of the day were finished, they would 
sometimes retire, to enjoy each other's so- 
ciety, and to contemplate their happiness, 
with grateful remembrance of their benefac- 
tor ; lifting up their hearts al the same time 
to Him who is the fountain of all good» for 
a continuation of these blessings for them- 
selves, and for their master, who had so 
bountifully provided for them. 

The count observed their industry and 
success with pleasure, and made frequent 
additions to their means of support, by in- 
creasing the number of their cattle, and 
giving them more land to cultivate, till, by 
degrees, Paul rose to considerable wealth 
' and consequence^ and by his good conduct 
gained the esteem of the whole neighbouj:- 
liood. 
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Or the Story ^of Otiraeka an4 J^eriBaa, 



THE gifts of nature are differently distri- 
buted in the various regions of the earth. 
Whilst the inhabitants of the southern parts 
of Asia enjoy perpetual summer,- and a fer- 
tile soil) that produces the most delicious 
fruits with scarcely any culture ; the nations 
■who dwell in the inhospitable countries that 
surround the North Pole,, are the greatest 
part of the year obliged to struggle with 
the rigours of the severest winter, and suf- 
fer the hardships of a scanty and precarious 
subsistence. 

Those who observe outward appearances 
only, may be induced to consider the con« 
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tfitlon of the first happ3r> and that of the last 
ihiserable ; hut the case is far otherwise. 
Habit renders every mode of life easy ; and 
the greatest difficulties are overcome by in- 
dustry and perseverance. 

The Gfeenlander, the Laplander^ and the 
Kamtschatkan, so far from repining at their 
lot, feel as strong an attachment to their na- 
tive country as the Asiatic ; nor could thef 
be persuaded to exchange their. barren rocks 
and mountains of snow, for the spicy groves 
and luxuriant plains o^ Asia. 

Amongst other inconveniences to which 
their situation subjects them^ the length of 
tirte that they are deprived of the light x)f 
the sun would be one of the most intolerable 
to a European.: for their year consists only 
of one night and one day ; the sun never ris- 
ing during winter, nor setting whilst their 
short summer lasts. 

At tlie approach of one of these dreary 
seasons, several families had assembled to- 
gether to pass the winter, as is their custom, 
ia Qne large dwelling. This building, more 
2-14 
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resembling a small village than a house> wss 
composed of stbnes .and sods, roofed ov^r 
lyith beams and rafters ; the interstices be- 
tween which were filled tip with bushes^ 
turf, and fine earth ; and above ajl was a 
covering of skins, which efiectuallj defend- 
ed the inhabitants from the weather- The 
insjde of this dwelling was finished with a^ 
little neatness as the outward parts of it« 
There was neither door nor chimney. In- 
stead of the spacious hall of a European 
liouse, the entrance was throv^h a long 
passage, with so low a ceiling, that those 
who went into it were obliged to creep on 
their hands and knees. In the place of 
hangings of paper, or.silk damask, the walls 
were covered with the dried skins of animals, 
to keep out the damp. For want of glass, 
the openings to let in the light were defend-. 
ed from the cold by the intestines of seals, 
or halibuts' m^ws, sewed neatly together. 
A raised beflch, lined with skins, which 
served the purpose either of abed or a sofa, 
extended the whole length of the house, and - 
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was ^vided into small apartments, like thQ 
stalls in a stable, by large skins stretched 
from tlie wall to the posts that supported the 
Tef>f. Each fmrtition was inhabited by a 
diir<srent family, who pursued their ewn 
occupations independently of their neigh- 
bours. Amongst those who had taken up 
their abode for the winter in this homely 
asylum, was a young couple whom loVe had 
lately united in marriage, and in each other's 
eyes they were still both extremely hand- 
some. Ouraska thought the charms of his 
Nerissa excelled those of tA\ the maidens in< 
the surrounding country : and she admired 
the graces of his person, as superior to those 
of any youth she had ever seen. 

The notion of beauty is not the same in 
all countries, my readers will allow, when 
I tell them that neither of this pair was 
much above four feet high ; that their com- 
plexions were of a swarthy hue, their heads- 
disproportion ably large, their faces brotfd, 
their noses flat ; that they had high cheek 
bones, .thick lips, and straiglrt black haii*: 
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neither ^id the^ a<id to the elegance of th«r 
uppearance by their dress, both of them be- 
ing covered vp, from head to foot, in a gar-, 
jnent of one piece, coat and cap together, 
jnade of the skins of the rein-deer, or foxes ; 
two skins sewed double, so that the inside 
und outside %fere equally covered with hair. 

The only bridal distinction worn by Ne- 
yissa, Was a habit made of the skin of a white 
fox caught by Ouraska, which he presented 
to her before their carriage. 

They had not been long settled in their 
90cial abode, before the winter frosts set in 
with their usual severity. The ground be- 
came as hard as stone; it was covered with 
deep snow that was also impenetrable, and 
concealed every^ shrub and plant from sight. 
The whole country presented one unbounded 
view of whiteness, diversified with nothing 
but steep mountains and huge rocks. The 
rivers were frozen hard; and the cataracts 
and torrents, that in summer rushed im- 
petuously down the crags and precipices, 
*i7ere now congealed; like glass; in a thou*' 
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san4 fantastic forms. The cold wae so intol- 
erable, that the limbs of those abroad some- 
times mortified ; and tHe moisture of theij;' 
breath froze, and hung in icicles from their 
mouths. 

There were few objects to divert the eye, 
or cheer the gloomy solitude : no herds of 
cattle) no flocks of sheep,, or bounding horses 
to be seen on the plains. Here and ,there a 
straggling rein-deer, or a huge Greenlan4 
dog, w^re the only animals that approached 
the vUIages ; unless a bear or a wolf, driven 
by hunger, ventured , thither. in ijearch of 
prey. 

A hasty thaw, with torrents of rain, caused ^ 
great floods ; and being succeeded by a frost 
as severe as th% former, changed the &ce of 
the country into a smooth level of ice. 

Such a favourable * opportunity for travel- 
ling determined Ouraska to go and see his 
father, who lived many miles distant. He 
took leave of his dear Nerissa with grea^ 
^ndemess, and desired she would be care<«- 
QU of herself whilst he was gone^ and keep 
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up large fires of moss, and not spare thei^ 
store of seals' fiesh and train-oil, a& he hop* 
ed to return home laden ¥?ith fresh spoils 
from the chace. After this affectionate ad- 
dress, he yoked his five white dogs to the 
sledge, (four of them, two and two abreast, 
and the leader singly,) then seating himself! 
in the sledge, with a crooked stick in his 
hand, which he used to regulate the pace 
of his dogs, by striking it on the snow as 
he wished them to go faster or slower, he 
set off with incredible swiftness, gliding 
along the frozen plain with a steady though 
rapid motion. If any of the dogs were rc^ 
miss in their dut^f, or inattentive to his cally 
he would hurl his crooked stick at them, 
and catch it up again as he passed, with sur- 
prising dexterity. 

^ The weather continued favourable to his 
expedition. The frost was keen; but he 
wa9 too well covered with rein-deer skins to 
'dread its effects: and the reflection of a 
l^plendid Aurora Borealis, darting its brighl 
rays of light in ail directions of the skyj a& 



Digitized by Google 



tMS GRCfiNlANDX&si tM 

forded him as much light as was necessary 
to guide him on his way. 

No great variety of incident can be ex- 
pected in a journey through a country ci»ver- 
ed with snow. Ouraska passed miie after 
mile without seeing a house, or the cheering 
countenance of a fellow-creature. Now and 
then a timid hare, as white as milk, with 
the tips of its ears black, ran swiftly by the 
sledge; and once he met an innumerable 
swarm of those marmots that are peculiar 
to the high northetn climates ; an animal 
somewhat less than a rat. This vast troop 
overspread the ground for more than a mile, 
and marched with great regularity, in dis- 
tmct lines, about three feet asunder. Ou- 
raska perceived them before they reached 
him, and adroitly turned out of the way, 
knowing that it- was bt tter to avoid an enemy, 
(whose chief power to do mischief consisted 
in numbers,) that it was impossible for the 
arm of one man to oppose. 

On arriving at liis father's hut, he found 
him well> and ready to attend him to the 
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^^ce, as soon as he should have refreshed 
himself with rest, and pertaken of an enter- 
tainment to which several ' neighbours were 
invited. 

The first consisted of the flesh of rein- 
deer, and other wild' animals, in a putrid 
state, served up raw in train-oil ; rein-deer*s 
ihilk, frozen so hard that a hatchet was used 
to chop it into small pieces ; and by way of 
dessert, crow berries, mixed with the chyle 
of the same animal : but the highest part of 
the treat was brandy, which the old man 
h'ad received from some European sailors, 
ih exchange for a seal and a few furs. 

The guests were welcomed with simple 
songs, in praise of hospitality and social 
pleasures ; and after having partaken freely 
of the repast, tlie whole company entertain- 
ed each other with a recital of their adven- 
tures in catching of seals the last season. 
None of their exploits made a greater figure 
than those of Ouraska. He related a com- 
. bat he had had with sea-horses on the ice ; 
^^d displayed his dexterity in the pursuit of 
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the seal, by representing it with his left 
hand, aucf showing by what motions it avoid* 
cd his attacks, whilst his right expressed 
how he aimed his dart, and overcame it in 
fphe of all its stratagems to get away. 

The bowl, and horn of snuff, went cheer- 
fully round ; the company grew merry ; 
each one told his story, or sung a song, till 
thfe time of parting arrived, when the guests 
retired to their own habitations, well satis- 
fied with their hospitable reception. 

Ouiaska and his father prepared for their 
first expedition, by putting on their snow 
ahoes, which are made very long to prevent 
them from sinking ; and arming themselves 
"with bows and arrows, spears and clubs. 
They were fortunate in presently meeting 
with a bear, which they first shot, and then 
dispatched with their spears : besides which, 
they killed two foxes and a wild rein-deer. 
OuraskA being so succe^sfull, did not think 
of returning till he had taken sufficient spoil 
to enrich himself and his father. 

15 . 
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Nenssa busied herself, whilst her husband 
was absent^ in netting fishing nets for the 
sumnrier, and making the nerves of the rein- 
deer into thread. She also embroidered a 
girdle for herself, and a cap for Ouraska, 
-with brass wire, and bordered it with rats* 
skins. This token of affection was present** 
cd on his return, and reserved with great 
care for extraordinary occasions. 

A few weeks after Ourask^'s return, the 
face of nature changed suddenly, and marks 
of approaching summer were seen. The 
sun rose with majestic brightness, and melt- 
ed away the snow; flowers and herbage 
soon after appeared; and the inhabitants 
abandoned their winter cabins. All hands 
were now employed. The men were busy 
Ml fixing the poles for their tents ; and the 
women in sewing the skins together to cover 
them. Ouraska and Nerissa pitched theirs 
near the sea-shore, in a most cpnvenient sit- 
uation for the advantage of fishing and fowl- 
ing, having a lake near them, well stocked 
with fresh-water fishy the banks of which 
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^cre the favourite resort of many kinds of 
Vild-fowl, in the breedin'g season. 

As soon as their tent was completed, 
Ouraska began to make a kajak, or fishing- 
boat. He formed it ingeniously with whale- 
bone> in the shape of a weaver's shuttle, 
and covered it so tight with seal-skins, above 
and below, that no water could pehetiatc it ; 
a hale only large enough for him to enter 
being left in the middle. Having put the 
finishing stroke to his work, he slipped his 
feet into the hole, seated himself, covered 
the opening closely with the flaps of his 
Vater-boat, coiled up his line before him, 
placed his harpoons and lances within reach, 
and taking hold of Lis pantik, or oar, put 
out to sea, though' it blew a furious storm. 
He darted along with velocity, and despised 
the bursting of the waves, which frequentiy 
washed over him and his little skiff, without 
the possibility of wetting either ; so well 
^ere they-defended by the closeness of their 
covering. The seals played about, and en- 
joyed the roughness of the water, Ouraskt 
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soon found ^n opportunity of throwing bis 
harpoon at a very large one, that approach- 
ed the boat. The creature, smarting with 
pain, plunged under water, with such force» 
that, the line being entangled^ he overset the 
boat. Ouraska lost neither his presence of 
mind nor his dexterity, in this moment of 
danger. With a swing of his pantik, he 
turned the boat up again, and regained bis 
former situation. Emboldened by this for* 
tunate escape, he shinink from no danger, 
but pursued his prey with such courage and 
address, that he brought home a rich booty 
to Nerissa ; M^ho was now employed in dry* 
ing the skins, milking their rein-deer, gath- 
ering moss for their fires, and preparing a 
cradle, like a small canoe, pointed at ^oth 
ends, lor a little baby, that she expected 
would soon add to Jtheir domestic comfort. 

One thing only gave her uneasiness. Her 
approaching confinement prevented her from 
accompanying her husband on a voyage to a 
distant part of the coast, in search of fish, 
irith a large company from the same viliagt* 
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The appointed day came. The party as* 
^embled) the men in thtir kajaks, the wo» 
men in a large opon boat, called an umjaky 
vhich they rowed themselves, without crav- 
ing the assistance of theif husbands. This 
Mttle fleet coasted along the shore, unloadihg 
their stores, and pitching their tents on the 
knd, vrhencver they wanted rest, till they 
reached the place of destination. 

Kerissa soon after their departure became* 
the mother of a promising son. When her 
strength was sufficiently recruited to go 
abroad, khe went to an angekkok, or pretend- 
ed ibrtune-telfer, to purchase favourable 
winds for her husband, and to inquire the 
future destiny of her son. The angekkok, 
though ignorant of future events, was not 
tinakilled in cunning. He promised that the 
wind should blow according to the wishes of 
Ouraska, and that be should soon retura 
laden with riches ; and hoping to draw more 
valuable gifts from Nerissa, he declared that 
t^e child would become the most renowned 
hunter of his tribe; that . his arrow shoi}kl 
2-15 
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never miss, nor hit harpoon be^ struck in 
yain. 

Elated with these predictions, she waited 
impatiently for the return of the boats. At 
length she saw the umiak) detpiy and hea^ 
Tily laden, slowly approach the shore. She 
tied the cradle to her back, and hastened to 
Welcome their return ; but her spirits sunk 
on not being able to distinguish Ouraska's 
kajak amongst the rest. She haik*d her 
country-women who were rowing the largo, 
boaty and inquired impatiently after her 
husband's safety. They replied,, they bad 
mournful news for her ; that during the ex* 
pedition Ouraska had been foremost in pur- 
suing the fish, and had shown both courage 
and skill on every occasion; but that onccj 
after a whale had been attacked and wounds 
ed on all sides, the creature seemed faint 
from the loss of blood. Ouraska supposing 
him nearly exhausted, and desifous of dis- 
patching him immediately, jumped upon 
his back, when the monstrous fish recot^er* 
ing a liulej lashed the waters with his tai|» 
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and plunged). with Ouraska and two^otherS) 
in a moment, to the bottom. 

The women share'd Nefbsa's sorrows, and 
mingled their tears with hers, singing songs 
of lamentation along the shore. Day after 
day she wandered wildly by the sea-sidey 
with her baby at her back, as if expecting 
his return ; sometimes caUkig loudly on him» 
and chiding him for his delay« Time only 
softened her grief. The duty of providing 
for herself and her little one, impelled her 
to exertion ; but she fiever recovered her 
cheerfulness, and remained a widow the rest 
of her life : affording an example to her 
neighbours of nuptial constancy and mat^r« 
nailoTe. 
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NATURE shows at great a vamtjf in the 
productions of the ocean in different cli- 
mates, as in those of the land. The Arctici 
or Frozen Sea^ which surrounds the North 
Pole, and washes the shores of the vast 
Russian empire, abounds with numerous 
species of mjirine animals, of a huge sizcf 
that seldom ar« seen in warm regbns. Tiie 
principal of these are the whale, the morse» 
the sea-bear, the sea-lion, the sea*cow, and 
the sea-otter. 

The first has been so often described, that it 
is needless to say anything about its form or 
habits ; but as the rest are less known, a 
short account of them may be useful, to 
throw a light on some parts of the following 
narrative. 
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The morse is a creature as large as »n oXt 
fumiahed with very sharp teeth, and two 
long, stout tusks, they herd together m 
prodigious nuna^bers; and are amphibiouSf 
9is they often resort to the land, or the mtiA- 
ses of ice that float In those seas, where 
tbey repose in multitudes. These animalsy 
though clumsy in their shape, have' a most 
delicate sense of smelling, and can perceive 
the effluvia of men at a considerable distance 
if the wind is favourable. Thejr yield a 
great deal of fat, which is melted into oil, 
useful to soap-boilers and tanners. Their 
skins are converted into leather, fit for kar* 
Aesses and traces lor carriages : the tusks 
are harder and whiter than ivory, and ^re 
highly valued for the same purposes as the 
teeth of the elephant. 

The sea-bear is also a very large creature 
«)d resembles a bear more th^n any other 
land animal, except in its feet and the hind- 
er part of its body. Its habits are amphib- 
ious, to which tlie structure of the feet is 
Well adapted i having jointed toe8> that en* 
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able the creature to walk on the shore ; with 
webs between them, that qualify it equally 
ibr swimming. The affection of the female 
sea-bear for her young is very great ; and 
they, in return, show their gratitude and at- 
tacfamenty by playing with their mothers in 
the most frolicsome manner. Though tbey^ 
sometimes lie by thousands on the beacfay 
they are divided into families: one male 
will have fifty wives, and watch over th© 
safety of their numerous progeny with the 
most jealous attention. 

' The sea-liou is not much unlike, in s^ape, 
to the sea-bear, only he is twice as large 
and heavy ; and the male has a shaggy mane 
about his neck. Tremendous as his appear- 
ance is, and furiously as he defends himself 
when attacked, yet at the sight of a man he 
^kes to flight, and rushes into the sea, where 
no hunter ventures to attack him. The most 
favourable opportunity is when he is asleep. 
The Kamtschadales. watch the happy mo* 
ment,aud. strike a hdoked spear through the 
fore feet, whilst their companions are em» 
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ployed in winding the rape to which it ia 
fastened, round a post driven into the ground. 
When this point is gained, the animal, which 
cannot now easily escape, is shot with pois- 
oned arrows, or knocked on the head with 
^iibs« The flesh is swett and well-tasted i 
«nd the fat and skio are converted to the 
tisual purposes* 

The sea-cow is of a monstrous size. The 
head resembles that of a buffalo, imd is con^ 
nected with the body by a short neck : the 
fore legs have two joints, which terminate 
in a foot like that of a horse ; only it is fur- 
nished beneath with short bristles, which 
serve the animal for scratching up from the 
rocks the sea-weeds, which are his principal 
food : his back is like an ox, but fessens ih 
size suddenly ; and the tail grows gradually 
thinner to the fins, which act instead of 
hind feet. Some of the northern tribes in- 
geniously form a canoe of the tough, strong • 
hide of these animals, by stretching it out 
into shape with sticks. The flesh is coar- 
ser than beef, but when boiled has much 
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the same flavour ; and the fat) whicfe 

covers the whole body tinder the skin, yieldSy 

after being heated on the fire, a butter tliat 

tastes like the oil of ahnonds. 
The sea-otter differs from the riveif otter, 

by living in the sea. He is nearly half as 
big a|^n ; and in the length, beauty, black- 
ness, and glossiness of the hair, approaclw» 
nearer vto the beaver, though he surpasses 
him in all these qualities. The sea-otter 
feeds on crabs, shell-fish, small fry, some 
sea-weeds, and also flesh occasionally^ He 
is an amusing, playful animal, and tenderly 
fond of the young ones. If pursued, they 
carry the sucklings in their moutb> a^ drive 
the f\ill-gfown before them, and have aome« 
times pined to death at their loss. 

It being made known at Archangel, a city 
on the borders of the White Sea, that a ves* 
sel, equipped for Nova Zembla, was in want 
of a commander, several stout, able young 
men offered themselves to the oi^ners for 
their approbation. The choice fell upon 
Feodor Mohilef, who had had the experience 
ef two former voyages to the same island^ 
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invhich he had displayed great courage 
and address, and had procured a rkh cargo 
for his employers. 

As it was intended that the crew should 
remain in that dreary abode 4«ring the win- 
ter, the ship was provided accordifngty with 
whatever could contribute to their accomo- 
dation. There was fixed on board an oven 
for baking the bread and cooking the victu- 
als ; at^d a nece«sary quantity of wood for 
healing it. The stores consisted of pknty 
of provision, muskets, pow'der and ball, 
hatchets, carpenters* tools, knives, needles, 
thread, and weapons of all kinds that might 
b€ wanted in taking their prey* 

Feodor was so much elated with the ex- 
|)ectation of a profitable voyage, that he felt 
but little regret at leaving his native city. 
He spent the evening before his departure 
in a merry-making with his friers, where 
cheerful songs, and brimmers of brandy, 
kept up the spirits of all the party. 

The vessel proceeded towards its destin* 
ed port, without any remarkable occurrence? 
16 
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tiil it reached that part dF the ocean wfiere 
fields of floating ice, of all manner of shapes^ 
and diHerent sizes, at once astonish and ter- 
rify the 8aiior» who approach. them. Many 
of these are of the most fantastic forms^ 
representing to a fanciful imagination, tur- 
rets, castles) and craggy mountain*, which 
reflect the colours of the rainbow when the 
sun shines upon them, and present a beau- 
tiful appearance, though they often threaten 
immediate deMruction. 

Here Feodor's courage and presence of 
mind were called into action ; for several of 
these vast masses of ice bore towards them, 
and as they came with the wind, there was 
the greatest cause to dread being hemmed in, 
in the midst of them, or that the ship would 
be crushed to pieces by their weight. 

In this dilemma, Feodor held a consul- 
tation with the most skilful mariners on 
board, and with great coolness gave orders 
for every thing that could provide for their 
safety ; and then exhorted his companions, 
if all their eflorts should fail, to meet their 
fate with resolution. 

Digitized by Google 



Night came on, and a dteadftil hurricane 
«rose, which destroyed every ray of hope : 
not a man on board but gave himself up for 
lost. Contrary to all expectation, however, 
their deliverance was effected by the very 
circumstance whence they looked for de- 
struction. At the beginningof the stoinoi, 
the wind changed, and drove the mountains 
of ice that threatened to overwhelm tfcfem to 
a distance ; so that by day-break the sea was 
clear, and they met With no further obstacle 
in their passage. * 

Having foirod a safe anchorage on* the 
island, Feodor's first carewa* to aee the ves- 
sel well secured, and the stores carried on 
shore, and placed in some huts that had been 
built by former voyagers to this inhospit- 
able coast. ' 

Nova Zembla has no inhabitants ; so that 
the fishers and > hunters who visit it are 
obliged to provide shelter for themselves. It 
is a rocky, unfruitful country, void of any 
trees beyond a few stunted bushes ; but is 
well stocked with rein-deer, white bears. 
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white 9nd bJuc^foxes; and the. shorefi warm 
with mprseSf &ea^cows» and oiher i^ariaQ 
animals. 

Feodor hanng establisbed his househoU 
in the best manner he could, watched imr 
patiently for a fine morning) when the mor* 
ses were likely to bask on the s))ore. A fa-? 
vourable opportunity soon offered. After 
arming his little company with pike6» they 
$et out in pmall boats, in pur>ftuit of their 
game. 

T\fo motives directed their course against 
the wind; the first, lest the delicate smell 
of the marses should perceive their ap- 
proach; and the second, that they might 
be guided by the offensive scent whi^^h always 
arises from a large herd of these fat crea* 
tures. They were not long in discovering 
a numerous encampment of the foe, upon 
which they quitted their boats, and every 
man, armed with his pike, followed Feodor^ 

They cut off the retreat of the morses 
to the sea, piercing those who attempted to 
save themselves in the wate^*. These huge 
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creatures, terrified by this hostile attack, 
rushed one over another towards their na- 
tive element, where they Were destroyed by 
the pikes of Fcodor's men, till the numbers 
of the slfidn formed a barrier that effectually 
prevented the return of the remainder. 
The slaughter now became very general, 
and the field was strewed with dead bodies. 

In*order to make the most of their victo- 
ry the skins were hung upon poles to dry, 
and the tusks carefully, packed up in one of 
their storehouses. * 

The taking of the morse being the prin<* 
cipal object of the voyage, the same scene 
was frequently repeated ; but as the island 
was well stocked with land animals, the ob** 
ject of th^ chace was often varied, as wea- 
ther and other circumstances determined. 

Winter began to be felt in all its rigour ; 
and the sea being blocked up with ice, it was 
no longer practicable to pursue the morsed : 
but Feodor and his party were very success- 
ful in the ohace of the great white bear, the • 
ice-fox> and the rein-deer. 
2-16 
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H^avey sto^rms of snow were v^y frequeivt, 
which so overwhelmed their little hut, that, 
at times, no one could go out of 4oors. Th6 
cheerful light of the sun was totally with- 
>drawn ; and as there was neither clock nor 
watch upon the island, tl>ey had no means of 
marking the passing days but by the burning 
of lamps, which they filled afr«sh with blub<» 
b^r every four and twenty hour«. * 

As no wood for firing grows on Nova Zem<r 
bla, it was a constant employment to collect 
the drift-wood, which is cast up by the sea 
from the wrecks of vessels that have been 
beaten to pietee, that they might keep up 
large fires, without which they could not 
have snbaisted in so severe a climate. Un- 
less they had taken proper precautions, they 
would have been very liable to a dreadful 
disease, called tlie scurvy, which often at- 
tacks sailors and others, who are deprived 
of the benefit of vegetables. However, they 
contiived to preserve their liealth tolerably 
well, by drinking the warm blood of the^ 
rein-deer; and feasting occasionally on a 
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Stock €jf yellow mulberries, which they had 
brought with tbem. 

They were continually tormented by the 
cunning and rapacity of the TUck or ice fox- 
es, T^hich forced themselves into their habi- 
, tadons by night as well^as by. day, stealing 
every thing they co(Ud carry off, with such 
art and ingenuity, as to make it very diffi- 
cult to guard against them ; an^ sometimes 
th«y ivould roll down the heavy casks of 
provisions, and then take out the meat. If 
the sailors, by way of security, had buried 
the flesh of any animal they had taken, 
though they had added stones to the weight 
of earth that was ijpon it, these foxes shov- 
ed tkem away, and assisted each other to 
dig it up. This induced our morse hunters 
to hang their fresh meat on a high post, 
that it might be out of reJich of their watch- 
ful enemy ; but the sagacity of the foxes 
directed them to grub up .the earth at the 
bottom, till the post and the meat came tum- 
bling down together. If their burrow hap- 
pened to be discovered, these cunning c>ea- 
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tures would carry their young away in theif 
mouths, and conceal them in a new hiding 
place ; and if any of the Russians killed 
one of the cubs, its dam was sure to follow 
him with grievous howlings, and endeavour 
to find some opportunity of revenge. 

Such were the objects that occupied the 
minds of our hunters during their cheerless 
winter, till, by unwearied perseverance, they 
had collected a great number of valuable 
furs. 

As soon as the sea should be again open, 
Feodor hoped to complete his cargo by a few 
more engagements with the morses, and 
then to return home. But these pleasing 
expectations had nearly been destroyed by 
the ambition of Alexis Romantxof, the se- 
cond officer, whose selfish temper had been 
indulged from infancy by an indiscreet mo- 
ther, who fondly gratified every %vish of this 
favourite son. Unaccustomed to contradic- 
tion whilst young, he showed the utmost 
impatience, when grown up, at every cross 
ftccident that befei him ; and when be bad- 
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«pportumty,revenged himself without bounds 
on all th«^t opposed birti. This man bore a 
secret grudge against Feodor Mohilef, for 
having obtained the command of the ex- 
pedition, for which he had been a candidate. 
After planning many schemes of vengeance, 
he determined to seduce tl>e common men 
fFom their attachment to Feodor, and ren- 
der himself popular amongst them. With* 
this design, he privately suggested that 
Feodor was without principle, and intended 
to deprive them of their share of the proliis, 
by false accusations against them at tht^ir 
return to ArxihangeL This insinuation rais- 
ed such a jealousy, that every time he reprov- 
ed or punished the idle or disobedient, it 
was attributed to a determined plan to rob 
them of their hard-earned reward. So artfully 
did Alexis diffuse his malicious observations, 
that he who was most interested in discovering 
tkem, was the last to find out the coaspiracy 

he had excited. The open-hearted Feodor evw 

J' 

en mistook him for his friend, and consulted 
hmia every difficulty; wiuch the deceitful 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



186 THE MORSE HUKTEHS. 

Alexis turntd to his own purposes, urging 
him to great severities, by prejudicing him 
against the men. 

Both parties, thus misled, distrusted each 
other, and confided their discontents to 
Alexis, who at last formed a plot to sacrifice 
Feodor, and obtain the command for him- 
self. By different artifices, he had prevailed 
with the, whole ship's company, except one 
man, to abandon their captain, the next 
time he should be in danger, whilst pursuing 
the huge monsters of the deep. 

This person was named Ivan Odintzof, 
and his attachment to Feodor was superior 
to the wick<W arts of Alexis. He bad sail- 
ed with him in both his former voyages, 
and had experienced his uprightness and 
generosity. Jealous that something wasj 
wrong, though he could not discover the 
extent of the mischief, Ivan was racktc 
with suspicions which be dared not com 
inunicate: W hilst things were in this stati 
it happened that, in the pursuit of a sei 
bear, Feodor*6 eagerness to obtain the prizi 
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1 
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txposed him to the stratagems of his ene' 
mies. It was a female, who had just been 
robbed of her cubs, that he was so impru- 
dent as to attack on the ice, at some. distance 
from the shore, relying on the assistance of 
his comrades, who, seizing the favourable 
I moment, pretended fear and fled, leaving 
! him a prey to the furious beast. But the 
valiant and faith tul Ivan, perceiving their 
I shameful desertion of their commander, 
endeavoured to recall them to their duty, 
though in vain 5 when, determining to save 
his captain at the risk of his own life, he 
attacked the bear with such furious strokes, 
as drew her x)ff from Feodor, whom she 
had overpowered. ' This gave his-friend an 
opportunity of regaining his feet and his 
arms, and in a moment be turned dexter- 
ously about to the assistance of Ivan ; and 
by their mutual efforts their assailant was 
dispatched. 

This event opened^ his eyes to the mtitin- 
ous disposition of his men. Ivan came 
boldly forward and informed him of his sus- 
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picions of Alexis, which he confirmed by 
a variety of circumstances. 

Feodor^s undaunted courage prompted 
him to an immediate explanation. He sum- 
moned the whole party together, and asked 
what part of hi« conduct had desenrtd the 
return he had experienced. " Have I not 
shared your dangers,^' V said he, "and par- 
taken of the same accommodations? and 
shall we not be rewarded with the same 
spoils? What, then, can have induced ycu 
to cibandon your leader in the moment of 
danger ? You must have been deceived by 
some false insinuations againist me. Name 
my enemy, that I may face him like a man 
and defend myself against his accusations. '* 
Ashamed of their behaviour,, and over- 
come by his candour, they unanimously | 
declared that Alexis had filled their mindsj 
with unworthy notions of him ; and that 
henceforward they would defend him at th 
tisk of their own safety 

Feodor shook hands with each of them $ 
and promised pardon to all but Alexis, whoj 
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Oppressed with mortification and disgrace^ 
slunk away from the party, and joined him- 
self with the crew of another vessel thut 
was just arrived at the island. 

Feodor having completed the object for 
which he undei'took the voyage, returned to 
Archangel, and received from his employ- 
ers a considerable sum, which, with noble 
gratitude, he divided equally with Iv^ 
whom he ever after regarded as his friend 
and brother, as well as his deliverer. 



THE PEASANT OF THE ALPS. 



THE Alps are the highest mountains in 
Europe. They extend towards the north 
from the MeiKterranean Sea, and separate 
Piedmont and Savoy from the adjacent 
countries^ whence, stretclking out their 
17 
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course to the east» they fonn a boundarj 
between Swisserland and Italy^ and^termin- 
ate near the extremity of the Adriatic Sea> 
north-east of Venice. 

Romantic views and situations abound in 
these mountains, and draw the attention of 
visitors from distant countries. The tops of 
many of them are lost in the clouds^ and co- 
vered with perpetual snow. When the warm 
rays of the sun melt the surface of the snoWi 
the water rushes in torrents down the crag- 
gy sides o( the mountains^ forming beauti- 
ful cascades. The hollow spaces that lie be- 
tween the rugged summits are valleys though 
raised at a vast height above the level coun- 
try. 

On some of the gentler declivities are 
found the Glaciersy which are prodigious 
fields of ice, resembling a frozen sea fre- 
quently extending many miles. These arc 
separated by wild forests, com-fieldsy rich 
meadows, and cheerful villagt^. An En- 
glish traveller, whowasprossing.these Alpsi 
was once overtaken by the approach of nighty 
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%nd obliged %0 seek shelter among the pea- 
sants ivho inhabited a small hamlet, over- 
hung with the most fantastic rocks, and wa- 
tered by a mountain torrent. He approach- 
ed a venerable old man, with a long white 
beard, observing thj^^rich tints of the declin- 
ing suo, as he was sitting at the door of a 
cottage, surrounded by a group of lovely 
childreu, who were playing riear him with 
the greatest marks of affection : one stole 
a kiss, whilst another clindbed his back ; and 
a curly headed chubby boy sat upon his 
knee : the old man smiling tenderly upon 
them, and seeming to tdke pleasure in their 
artless gambols. On perceiving a stranger 
he arose, and in the most hospitable man- 
ner offered him' thie best itccommodations 
his cottage could afford. The traveller 
^ade no refusal, but seated himself fami- 
liarly by the side of his aged host, and be- 
gan to converse on the occupations and 
xnoitis of life of, these contented mountain^ 
eers. Whilst they were talking, a girl 
•Dcatly dressed in a jacket and paticoat> wit}> 
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her hair confided in a silk net, prepared 
their supper on a table abroad. The repast 
•was simple, but in"viling. It consisted of 
bread, cheese, fruits, and bowls of creain. 
The master of the house entertained the 
stranger with a hearty welcome ; and when 
supper was ended, amused him by relating^ 
the principal events of his life. 

" I have passed, " said he, " my whole 
life in this village, and am the oldest man in 
it. My neighbours regard me with wonder, 
as I am the only survivor of my family, ex- 
cept these little ones, who are growing up to 
fill the places of those who are gone, most 
of whom have fallen in the dangerous pursuit 
of the chamois-goat.'* Here he drew the 
back of his hand across his eyes. "My fa- 
ther was lost in one of the deep fissures of 
a glacier, when I wasT>ut a boy. This ac- 
cident did not deter me from pursuing the? 
same occupation. I was very successful in 
the chase, and supported my family com- 
fortably, though often at the price of exces- 
sive fatigue aad danger. At twenty I mar^^ 
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rie'^^ a neighbour's daughter, whose modes- 
ty and good -nature won rny heart. We were 
blessed ^Yith several children, and passed 
our lives most happily, till we were bereft of 
our eldst son, a promising youtli, who^ led 
by the love of military glory, enlisted as a 
soldier in the Emperor's service, and y^s 
killed, by a random-shot,at a siege. My poor 
wife never held up her head afterward S) but 
gradually sunk into a declining state of health 
which ended her life. My second boy- the 
father of these children, married -a vir- 
tuous^ young wonaan, who was as affectionate 
to me as if she had been my own. After 
my wife's death they insisted on our living 
together ; and ongtf more I had a prospect 
l)f being happy. But, alas ! Sir," continued 
ihfi ohi man, '< tbe pleasures of this life are 
liabU to many interruptions. My son had 
accompanied me to the chase from a youth : 
ardently fond of the pursuit, he was the 
boldest hunter of our village. He was ac- 
customed to set out in the night, for the 
$dke of reaching the most elevated pastures 
2^17 
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vherc the goats feed, before they got 
there. 

After surveying the place with a glass, to 
enable him to discern his prey at a distance, 
if he was so fortunate as to perceive any, he 
would climb from crag to crag tilt he got 
above it ; then fix his carabine ; and so suc^ 
cessfull was his aim, that he seldom missed. 
Having killed the chamois, he would throw 
It across his shoulders ; and often, thus load« 
ed, would he pass over the most frightful 
precipices, to feast us with the fiesk. 

Every new enterprise rendered him more 
adventurous. With no other supply of food 
than a bit of cheese, and a morsel of dry 
oaten bread, which he carried in a bag, would 
htr often pursue the herds of chamois, to 
heights that, by most men, would be thought 
inaccessible. When two or three of these 
animals are feeding together, the difficulty 
of getting near them is increased : for one 
of the flock takes his station, as sentinel, on 
the point of some high rock, and gives no- 
tice, by a hissing noise, to bis companions/ 
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of th€ approach of the hunter : then they 
bound, with excessive swiftness, amongst 
tbie glaciers, through the snows, and over 
the most dreadful precipices. My poor son 
regardless of danger, would follow wherever 
they led. Often did he pursue them-ovei* 
iht deep snoW6, without considering the hor- 
rid chasms they conceal, and entangle him- 
self amongst the most dangerous paths, and 
spring from rock to rock, without knowing 
how he was to return. He was as insensible 
to fatigue as to danger. How many misera- 
ble nights of expectation have his dear wife 
and I passed together, when his eagerness 
in the chaS^ has detained him in one of these 
alarming enterprises. When no longer able 
to pursue his game, from the obscurity of 
the night, he was used to place himself 
at the foot of a rock, sometimes on the bare 
points of shattered fragments, without the 
smallest shelter. There, all alone, without 
fire, without light, with no other ref»*esh- 
ment than the contents of his bag, did he 
wait till morning, resting his weary head 
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on a stoney and in broken slumbers dream oC 
the dangers he had encountered the preced- 
ing day. Awakened by the freshness of the 
morning air, his limbs benumbed with coldf 
he would cheer himself with a drop of bran- 
dy, (a necessary with which the hunters al- 
ways provide themselves,) and then renew 
the pursuit with fresh energy. Thus would 
he follow the bounding chamois from day to 
day, till sometimes we almost lost the hope 
of ever seeing him return. One fatal day 

con^rmed the truth of our fears : he missed 
his step on the brink of a precipice, and was 

found at the bottom dashed to pieces. From 
that moment I have looked upon these chil- 
dren as my own. They lost their mother in 
a fever, about two years ago, and have now 
no other protector but myself. I am too 
feeble to work, but I have a few cows that 
assist to support u^. The children sometimes 
collect crystals amongst the broken fragments 
of the rocks, which brings a little money. 
Our wants are few, and easily supplied. 
Janette, the eldest girl, who prepared our 
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supper, manages our household affairs, and 
takes care of the dairy. Sho is affectionate 
and dutiful to me, and takes care of the lit- 
tle ones. The eldest boy rehembles his fa- 
ther ; and, I fear, will have the same passion 
for the chase. He is now absent with a party 
of our neighbours, who are gone in quest 
of the marmots, a little animal that lies iri a 
torpid state during the winter season, in holes 
diat it has scooped out in the sides of the 
mountains. 

" I have been conducted, by a kind Provi^ 
dence, through a long life, chequered by 
iriany disastrous events. There is now only 
one thing I hav» to desire, Which is to be 
permitted to see the elder ones grown up 
sufficiently to be able to take care of their 
brothers and sisters. I shall then lay down 
my head in peaie.*' 

The old man's story being concluded, they 
retired to rest ; and in the morning, after 
recompensing the hospitaliiy he had receiv- 
cd» the traveller renewed his joumey« 



3yGOO< 



THE BRITISH MERCHANT. 



COMMERCE appears'to be a meatis de* 
signed by Providence^ not to enricb particu* 
lar nations only, but to promote also an inter- 
course amongst people different in their co* 
lour* customs, and religion ; and \rill pro- 
bably assist in bringing all to one standard 
of truth and purity. That it has )ilready 
tended to civilize the ferocious tribes, to «n- 
lighten the ignorant, and to improve the 
condition of all, by interchanging the indus- 
try and produce of distant climates, is clearly 
«hown in the page of history. Tea, muslin, 
and porcelain, come from China: sugar, 
coffee, chocolate, cotton, and rice, from the 
West Indies: from South America various 
drugs, both for medicine and dying :. Africa 
supplies gold) elephanU' teeth, and (dread* 
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fol tp relate) slaves. Numerous are the ex- 
changes that are made between Europeans 
only. The northern kingdoms furnish tal- 
low, ^ideS} leather, hemp, staves, iron, cop- 
per : the southern, wine a^ fruit. 

A mere sketch of the articles that are in- 
terchanged between trading nations, would 
ioTvn a volume, and must be left to the ob- 
servation of the reader, who will soon per- 
ceive that he cannot procure his usual breaks 
fast, or clothe himself in his accustomed 
dress, without the assistance of his fellow* 
creatures who inhabit countries beyond the 
ocean. 

. In order, therefore, to enjoy the comforts 
of civilized life. We must derive many of 
our accommodations from strangers; and 
they, in their turn, receive benefits from us ? 
a mutual dependence, that binds all mankind^ 
in the link of brotherhood, and renders the 
character of ^ the merchant honourable, as 
being the agent of this intercourse ; and 
whose private interestHs so combined with 
thftt of the public, that his profession b^* 
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comes necessary in a trading countty, to 
effect the exchange of its commodities with 
its neighbours. In the British empire it is 
highly respected; where foreign trade is 
conducted upoi> the most enlightened and 
Hberal principles ; and where commerce 
opens a channel to the acquisition of honour 
and wealth, to those who pursue it with per- 
severance and uprightness, as is exemplified 
in the following story. 

Thomas Barnard was the son of a re- 
spectable countryman, who rented a small 
Jkrm under Sir Henry Sydney, his wealthy 
neighbour, tlve inhabitant of a splendid seat 
about two miles from his rural dwelling. 
The honest farmer had such a numerous 
family, that with the strictest sobriety a»d 
utmost industry, he could scarcely maintain 
them ; much more was he unabk to give 
them a great deal of that kind of irrstruttio»l 
that is called learmng. He therefore c€^ 
tented himself with sending them to tbfl 
parish-school, where they just atta^ed thi 
useful arts of reading and writiftg* Om 

Digitized by Google 



tKE BRITISH MERCHANT. 201 

ibrafich of their education, however, devolr- 
ed chiefly upon himself, in which he was by 
'no means negligent, as he justly considered 
It of the utmost importance, the inculcating 
the principtes of reverence for their Creator^ 
and acting towards others, as they, in the 
ad me circumstances, would have others act 
'towards them. As soon as thjey could l;sp, 
*h^ carefully taught them to speak the plain 
truth on alt occasions, whether it made for 
'or against their interest. This valuable 
habit, so early acquired, had a lasting influ- 
ence on the conduct of his children, partic- 
"alarly on the hero of our tale, ,who was of 
a noble, generous temper, arid disdained 
every thing "mean and base, to which indeed 
lie owed the happy circumstances of his fu- 
ttire nfe. It happened, one day, that Sir 
Harry Sydney dropped his gold watch, in 
leaping over i» five -barred gate on the farm, 
as he was warmly pursuing a fox. 

The eagerness of the chase j the extent 
of country that he passed, clearing hedge 
iihd ditch'; and the animating shouts of Jiis 
18 
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companions, bad too much engrossed hk 
attention to suffer him to perceive his loss, 
tin he reached home late in the eveniogi 
fatigued with hard exercise, and much out 
of humour for having missed the fox, which 
had baffled the hounds, and very unexpect- 
edly got away just as the huntsman thought 
himself sure of his prey. On putting his 
hand into his pocket, to see what it was 
o'clock, his mortification was conipleted| 
when he- found his fob empty ! "A fine day's 
work I have made of it," said he ; " my 
bones ache from head to foot, from several 
bad falls ;. my best hunter has broken both 
knees, and is utterly spoiled ; and my gold 
watch is lost, for which I paid thirty gui- 
, neas, not three months ago: and all this for 
a paltry fox, that has outwitted us at last. 
For the fwture I will leave scampering over 
the country, to those who think it worth 
risking their necks, and wasting their time 
to so little purpose.'' Just as he had spoken 
these words, the servant informed him that 
little Tom Barnard desired to speak with 



Digitized by Google 



him. "I a 
ruptcd," Fi 
may bring 
The aervai 
do not kno 
he will not 
he must t 
"Well, let 
peevishly, < 
to get rid c 
IDotive of ] 
Tom ma 
ed with pit 
cheeks assi 
consciousn 
iDgs of To 
opposition, 
himself: 1 
and he wa 
probAtion. 
watch,*' sa 
smile, "ar 
find it, nei 
a$ 1 Was 



3y Google 



204 THE BRITISH MERCHikKjr. 

dinner to-day. I know it is yours, by the 
fine yellow seal, which I have l«K>ked at an 
hundred times as it hung at the end of your 
chain, whilst you have been talking to father. 
As I knew you were gope a hunting, I kept 
it all day carefully, in this glove ; and gis^ 
soon as work was over, I came to the IJall, 
that I might have the pleasure of giving it 
to you myself." 

" That, at leasty you deserve," said Sir 

liarryt with a tone of returning good temper. 

" You are an holiest fellow : how shall I re- 

ward you for your honesty and care." 

" I want no reward for doing right, Mjc 

s taught me to give, every 

owner; therefore I do not 

d for either returning thci 

* for the fortunate accident 

not oHeryou a r^compensei 
you must take this crown- 
of my regard for you. Go 
m supper, and mak,e merrjr 
on the occasion." 
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His brother, Mr. Robert Sydney, the head 
of a respectable mercantile bouse in London, 
Isein^ present at this conversation, was dc- 
liprhled with the disinterested innocence of 
the lad, and thought him deserving of a 
supeiior Station to that of a mere plough- 
lioy. The next day he made further inquiry 
into the circumstances of the family, and the 
character of the boy. T*'« itirr.T.»«aiirtTi k«> 
obtained confirmed his i 
him an opportunity of adv 
by placing him in Christ's 
to which admirable schoo! 
to have a presentation. 

Tom shed a few tears 
father and mother; but 
"Whittington's becoming I 

a poor boy when he firs 

gave him some comfort 

hopes that he should one 

ynan, and support the d( 

parents. 

During the few years 

Tom was distinguished 
2-18 
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gence, good humour, and uprightness, that 
he had shown at Ivy farm. His wprd was 
never doubted, even in jest. In all disputes 
he was chosen umpire, because each p^rty 
relied upon his honour. At marbles, top, 
or any game of skill, so strictly did he ob- 
serve the law of equity, that his name be- 
came proverbial . in the school ; and when, 
any of the boys wished to compliment one 
of their conxpanions on his honesty, it was. 
usual to say, such a one played Ulte Toia 
Barnard. 

This charactef, once confirmed, not only 
commanded the respect of his comrades, 
but recomn^ended him to the notice of the 
masters, who were loud in his praises to 
Mr. Sydney. 

This gentleman was not one of those who. 
thirk they have done sufficient bjr affording. 
1 poor lad opportunity for instruction. It; 
his intention, from the beginning^ if he 
Tom deserving of his patronage, to 
him with a situation when he left 
\t the proper age, therefore, he 
\ 
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took him into his own oour 
mUiere, from a continuation of th< 
severing industry, exactness, ant 
in every thing committed to his 
became one of his most confide 
and received a salary that mad 
paratively rich. 

ISff r. Sydney had an only son, a 
older than Thomas Barnard, bu 
different disposition. He had be 
herd of low flatterers, from his ca 
that he was sole heir to his u 
estate, as well as the rich coflei 
tjier ; that, therefore, the only ol 
to ^pursue was pleasure^ to wl 
powerfully inclined by nature, 
g^Xjj volatile temper. His fath 
stowed upon him a very liberal 
and was far from wishing him tc 
mercantile round of business; 
very solicitous that he should 
time well, in such pursuits as rei 
Qn men of fortune, and render tl 
aively useful. 
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**Do not think, my dear Charles,** said he 
often, "that because you are the inheritor 
of great wealth, you bare a claim to spend 
your time in idleness, or in diversions that 
are unworthy of the name of employment. 
Cultivate the sciences : qualify yourself for 
the senate : render yourself useful to your 
fellow-creatures and your country. The 
greater your possessions the greater your 
responstt)ility. Avoid sloth and profligate 
companions, or your riches will never ren- 
der you respectable." 

Charles Sydney was not destitute of affec- 
tion for his father ; and, for a moment, these 
lessons created good resolutions : but they 
were forgotten as soon as he was alurcd by 
tht? invitation of his college chums, to some 
fasliionable scene of dissipation. On the 
first deviations from the path of rectitude 
which his father had pointed out to hhn%s 
the road to honour and happiness, he felt 
some reproaches of conscience ; but his na- 
Mal levity, and the rude jests of his com- 
^pns^ who asked him if he whs still afraid 
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mt the rod of the old don, chas 
faint impression. He plunged 
«4eeper in vice and folly ; and 
cheering the decline of his res 
ther's life, he embittered ever 
constant course of profligate coi 
peated forgiveness, and as free 
gressions, destroyed his father 
araendment, but could not aon 
tenderness he had so long che 
son utterly unworthy of his afFe< 
expenses greatly exceeded the lib 
allowed him by his indulgent j 
ill order to furnish a new fli 
tempted to visit the gaming tabh 
at first hurried (>im further than 1 
He at last lost so large a sum, tli 
think of but one expedient to dis 
debt of honour, which wgis s 
Thomas Barnard, to advance i 
father's funds. 

Mr. Sydney having Utterly le 
agement of his large concerns 
hiip^y he could ' h^ve done it wit) 
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detection. Young Sydney offered to enter 
into a bond to pay him a large sum for this^ 
accomm^atiori, when he should come into 
the possession ofhis father's fortune. At firstr 
he tried the • powcr'of persuasion ; he then 
used arguments ; and at last; threats : said 
he would accuse him of circumventing his 
father with his correspondents. But Bar- 
nard was inflexible. '^Neither your promises 
nor your threats,** said he,*^ shall ever tempt 
me to deceive my benefactor, to whom I 
owe every thing I possess ;, or to tarnish the 
character of an honest man, which I prize 
beyond the highest title of nobility. 1 can- 
not defraud your father ; but if the little 
store I have saved in his service can extri- 
cate you from your difficulties, you are wel- 
come to it : and may you make a dcterinin- 
^tion, from this time, to renounce hazard 
and the dreadful consequences of play.*' 

The first impulse Sydney felt, at this 
generous offer, was shame, ro something 
like mortification, at being under an obliga- 
tion to one he called his inferior : but he wa;i 
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fitill a Stranger to repentance^ and 
to pass his nights and days M^th 
profligate of the fashionable youn 
that infest the metropolis, till, by 
his father sunk under the afflic 
died of a broken heart ; but not til 
had discovered to him the sad in 
his son to defraud him, and the n 
titude of „his servant, who had 
inviolate his property, whilst he I 
ficed his oWn. 

The knowledge of this transact! 
finishing stroke to his misery : he 1 
long enough to resign his busines 
nard, and to leave him double tb 
had given to bis undeserving son, 
he left the remainder of his forti 
the strongest injunctions to break 
his present connexions, and to re 
course of life. His father's death 
effect upon him. He determine 
fore, to go abroad for a few yeai 
surest mean* of forming a new 
ance, and adopting a diiferent mo 
iiaviour. 
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Mr. Barnard, (for we shall 1no longer eaQ 
likn Thomas,) was now become master of a 
pretty property, and a fine business, which 
he conducted upon the strictest principles of 
honour and rectitude. Those he had dealt 
with once were always earnest to transact 
business with him acjain, because they could 
rely lipon his veracity, and that his goods 
would correst>ond with the satnples. He 
traded to different parts of the World, with 
equal credit, which was raised to the highest 
pitch by an occurrence that placed his pro- 
bity in a conspicuous liglit. 

He received from a Spanish merchant » 
cask of cochineal, according to his order* 
On opening the cask, and examining the 
cochineal, he was surprised to find a small 
bag in ^he middle of the cask, which, to his 
utter astonishment, contained diamonds of 
great value. He immediately wrote to his 
correspondent, inquiring by what hand he 
should remit the jewels, attributing the cir- 
eumsttince to mistake, and supposing thatthc 
•ftsk was designed for another person. After j 
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fcome time, he received an afjsi;*^r fr>in a 
stranger, wlio informed him Ihat the Srpanish 
merchant was dea9,^and had left no heir ; 
nor was any one able to tell t^\\rhomthe dia- 
monds belonged : that, therefore, he might 
with safety keep them for his own use. 

But Mr. Barnard's conscience was too nice 
to rest satisfied with this decision. He made 
all possible Inquiry, by letter, but in vain. 
He then undertook a voyage for Cadrz, where 
the merchant had resided, and after themost 
inquiisitive research, found two ori>han cTiiK 
ilren in a work -house, who were the repre- 
sentatives of the deceased. He sold tlife dia- 
tnohds, and placed out the produce for their 
"use, after having- efttrosted the care- t)f'th err 
•education to a person in the city,* with whom 
*he had long hada conimercial connexion. 

Having conducted this transaction to hi# 
Entire satisfaction^ ^^ prepared for his return, 
"tttsdas he was j^as^hg to the water-^side, to 
%o on boaVd the vessel, hfe was struck t^ith 
the figure of a man, of very shabby apear- 
^nce, whos^featurts seemed familiar tohira, 
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and whose language bespoke him an Sln^ 
glishman. He fixed his eyes upon him ; 
he heard him speak ; he knew his voice; 
and in a mom^t clashed him in his arms.— «- 
" Charles Sydney S the son of my best fdendy 
what unfortunate chance has reduced thee to 
tbts sad condition ?" 

Sydney looked abashed^ and drew him to 
a private place, where he acknowledged, 
that though he had changed the place of hk 
residence when be left Englandy he had not 
ibrsaken his old habits^ especially the love 
of gaming. " You know,^ continued he, 
"that iny uncle, hurt at my misconduct, 
had married some years before my father's 
death i and as he had two sons, I lost the re- 
version of his estate. The gayetics of Nap- 
les and Rome every year diminislied the for- 
tune I inherited from my father, till, frona 
one degradation to another, I have been 
some time reduced to act as a translator for 
merchants in Italy and Spain. The fame of 
the generous deed that led you hither, has 
spread through this city. Tl^ugh I had 
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not icoufage to apply to you, 1 iP^BtuPcd to 
throw myself in your way, trusting that you 
uronidnot abandon the deacendatk tif^Mr. 
Robert Sydney, boWerer unworthy." 

"The natee of 6ySney would indeed bo 
fitrllicient to indute me, if I did not^ f«el an 
assurance in my ot^h mind, that thekssons 
of experiemTte will avail to render you hap«? 
|uer than you have ever yet been. Return 
Trith me to yot^ native country. Your fa- 
ther's bounty, and ray own industry, have 
been blessed with an increase of an hundred 
fold* I am becoihe a rich man. Accept 
an annuity^.that shalLmake you independent, 
and you will confer a lasting obligation on 
jne. My ambitlbn ifi satisfied $ I have gain- 
ed as much wealth as I desire : my only. 
~%rish' is now to, build a comfortable house 
irta^'the spot where my fether's cottage 
stands. Thither I shall retire, and enjoy 
the unspeakable comfort of solacing his old 
age with the fruits of my success." 

Sydney accepted the noble oifer with gra^^ 
titudc; and repaid the favour by a regular 
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liffj ;M^ouglv he .^a& s^H iacapjE^ble. of such 
apfiUcation as inakes.a man ms^&U 

andbjr his^a£ti,Yity,a^ ^^xf^^^ht^^t^^ an^,l>e-- 

uwv^iial^c^tecmiof aU.jyh^4ivecl^j}earhhi\^ 
cr!^wii9^bjjtheJi^ai:t-frH4^1%bt of apap-. 
pl^udiDg^coi<*cie^ce* . ^ ' *, 
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THE security of the 'prtaops p^rt of the 
commuDlty, requires that every state should. 
Inflict punishments on thos^ offenders wha 
endanger the persons,, or, injure the ppa- 
perty, of thci« fellow-oitizcns. 

In some countries cruel tortures have been 
inflicted, mthout conducing, to the ataend- 
meat of the sufferer, or contributjing to the 
good t)i the public. -• , 
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The mHd ancfgeneroiisspirltof the British 
constitution has provided a means of ridding 
the mother country of sux^h mischieyous in- 
dividuals as violate the lawii; without forfeit- 
ing their lives, which affords them an op- 
portunity of reformation, and at the' same 
time renders them UBefurioembers of soci^ 
ety. They are banished for a term ofyears,^ 
according to tbc^ crime, to a distant part 
of the world) where they are employed in 
founding a colony, called New South WaleSf 
situated on the east coast of New Holland, 
a country recently discovered in the South 
Sea. 

The first ships that were sent thither with 
convicts, landed their crews on the shore of 
a fine open haven, that received the name 
of Port Jackson, where they built a little 
town. 

Several hundred convicts, of both sexes, 
were carried out in this, fleet, among whom 
were persons of different ages, classes, and 
descriptions : some grown grey in the prac- 
tice of every vice, and hardened in wicked- 
2-19 
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ness, beyond the probability of reftrmatloQ ; 
others^" the bloom of youths had lost their 
inpoceace^ from the contagion of bad «xain'> 
pie, or the want of early instruction. Yet 
some of these were not void of a sense of 
right and wrong, and often felt th^ pangs of 
conscience, reproaching them for their mis- 
deeds. This numeroub company was kept in 
subjection by troops who were sent out with 
them for that purpose; as th^y were gen- 
erally illdi^osed either to work or to obey^ 
and required conipulsioa to urge them, to do 
their duty. 

The morning of landing presented an ex- - 
traordinary sc^ne. TJie vessels were ex- 
changed for a wild shore, covered with 
woods, almost impenetrable, where perhaps 
no human foot had ever trod^ The awful 
silence of these forests, which had been ub« 
disturbed for ages, was now interrupted by 
the sound of hammers, pick-axes, and saws, 
to wj^ick may be added the clamorous voices 
of the workmen, to whom wereassigned dif- 
ferent employments. Some felled trees i 



3y Google 



THE CONVICT. 219 

xrthers cleared the ground with hatchets, to 
make way for thje encampments, which were 
to shelter them from the weather till houses 
could be built ; other groups were busied in 
pitching th^ tents, which were presently fur- 
nished by some of their companions, who 
were laden with such stores as were imniedi- 
ately Wanted. 

For some time these strangers had to con- 
tend with great difficulties.^ The soil, though 
fertile, had never been cultivated, and there- 
fore required much labour, and a succession 
of seasons to bring it into order. The si^- 
try heat of the climate, at some seasons of 
the year, rendered their toil excessively fa- 
tiguing ; aiiid the violent storms of hail in 
particular, often destroyed the expectation 
of their little harvest. But the greatest ob- 
stacle to the prosperity of the infant colony, 
was the idleness of the convicts, who re- 
quired the most diligefit attention of the 
governor and officers to keep them to their 
tasks, though every man must perceive the 
danger of their being starved, if they were 
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neglected: But such are the dreadful 
effects of slothful habits, that those wh» 
have indulged idleness, scarcely ever become 
voluntarily industrious. 

A young man, named William Harrison, 
wifsa remarkable exception to the general in- 
dolence of character' that was notorious 
among the convicts. His air and person de- 
noted better days : his countenance "W^asopen 
and generous, and his figure manly : but a 
profound melancholy clouded the one, and 
the course disgraceful habit of a convict, 
disguised the other, though it could not 
wlioHy conceal the easy grace of the wearer, 
v^hose manners were evidently of a very supe- 
rior cast to most of those with whom he was 
condemned to associate. He was first employ- 
ed in clearing and digging a little piece of 
ground, which afterwards he wasL ordered to 
iBow with wheat. The task was extremely la- 
borious, especially as he had not been used to 
liai>die the spade ; but what he wanted in skill 
"be repaid by diligence: he worked eaj'ly and 
late, with the most continued assiduity. The 
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slnguiarity of the circumstance attracted the 
notice of the superintending officer, who re- 
moved him from the drudgery of cultivat- 
ing a field, to the more agreeable occupa- 
tion of fcw^ming a garden ; and as he showed 
some knowledge of plants, he soon had as- 
sistants under his direction, to prepare the 
ground, whilst the lighter labour of planting 
ami sowing fell to his share. The same 
good conduct and superiority of mind dis- 
tinguished him now as before. The inge- 
nuity of his plan ; the neatness, order, and 
regularity of the garden under his care ; ex- 
celled all others in the settlement, and were 
the means of gaining him an appointment 
to manage the governor's garden, for which 
he received extraordinary pay. 

Nearly at the same time-^ome of the con- 
victs employed about the govei;nor's resi- 
dence, impelled by the love of spiritous 
Hquors, and adepts in the science of thiev- 
ing, formed a plot to rob the storehouse of 
brandy^ by means of[ false keys« 
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Many circumsti<nces led Harrison to su^ 
pect that something wnong was going for- 
wards ; but as he always kept on the reserve 
with his comrades, and they attributed his 
shyness to pride, he was not likely to be 
trtjsttid with their secret. Nor were they 
wholly free from the fear of detection from 
him, having a far better opinion of bis hon- 
esty than of their own. 

As it frequently happens to those who do 
Wrong^ accident revealed what they endea- 
vour ^^d to conceal. 

W hen the labours of the day were past, 
Harrison was accustomed to withdraw to 
s;me solitary place, where he could relieve 
the anguish of his soul in tears and sobs^ 
unobserved by the prying eye of curiosity. 
In one of these retired walkSf he was start- 
led by a rustling amongst the bushes, and 
apprehensive of a wild beast, he endeavour- 
ed to discover the cause. By the light of 
the moon, which at that moment burst' from 
a cloud, he perceitcd three men, whom be 
JKiew to be desperate villains, burying; H 
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small cask of spirits ; and their conversatioa 
confirmed his suspicion of the means by 
which they had obtained it. He would glad- 
ly have persuaded them to return it to tiie 
place whence they had taken it, and to leave 
off such wicked practices; but he knew them 
too.well to dare to expose himself to their 
resentment: he wa» therefore compelled, 
by the duty he owed the community, to give 
information of the robbery, however reluc" 
tant he felt to become an accuser. 

As the convicts generally screened each 
other from justice, this action was highly 
applauded by the governor, and as a reward, 
he appointed Harrison one of the watchmen 
to guard the stores at night. This mark of 
confidence had a good effect upon him. A 
iray of cheerfulness, something like self- 
satisfaction, gleamed upon his countenance. 
His sleep became calmer, and his health 
visibly improved. 

Soon after this a ship arrifed from Eng- 
land, by which he received a ktter from hi^ 
fnother^ that excited very painful emoiieas)* 
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but it did not cast lura into the despair felt 
at his fii-st landing, because he was more at 
peace with himself, and even sometimes en- 
tertaintd a hcpe, that by perseverance In 
doing right, he might possibly get the tim« 
of his banishment shortened ; and then he 
anticipated the pleasure he should- enjoy ii> 
returning to her, and making' her amends 
for the grief he had occasioned her. 

The truth was, he had never been aban- 
doned in principle, though he' had been led 
into great crimes, from a train of unfortun- 
ate circumstances* His father died when 
be was an infant, and left but a slender in- 
come to his wife, who during his life, had 
'been accustomed to the luxuries of a genteel 
sphere ; but being a physician, the means 
of support were lost with him, and they hsM 
wanted the prudence to lay up against t*fe 
day of misfortune. 

Mrs. Harrison had always an extravagant 
turn : and al She doted on her son, she 
brought him up Avith the same taste, aiiti 
indulged him in the most indiscreet manner. 



>d by Google 



\ 



XBS CONVICT^ 081 

.Th0 oTiij solid advantage she had ^rocure4 
{or him was the instraction of a worthy tu« 
loF, who assiduously implanted the princi-^ 
pies of religion, that the dissipation into 
which he plunged was never able to stifle* 
At the age of seventeen he was left to hin 
ffwn nftans^ment} as far as regarded his 
moral conduct ; being placed as cletk witln 
an eminent merchant in the city, where hia 
attention to the counting house, at certain 
liours, was the principal thing required of 
Mm. The business of the day was no sooner 
over, than he set out in the pursuit of pleaM 
sure, and spent more money than his mo4 
ther could spare, at the theatre or the tavern^ 
flitnidst companions who ridiculed those pre« 
cepts he had been taught tb revere. At first 
their raillery shocked him, but false shame 
festrained him from expressing his senti** 
neots. The di*ead of being laughed at 
•vercame every other Seeling i and at lengthy 
liabit reconciled him to the vice and folly of 
a modern buck. Money went faster^ and 
Sutcr* liisDond mother could no longey 
20 
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ftupply the demands t^i hi« profiigaey. • Dm^ 
pair drove him to th6 gaming table^. where 
he was unsuccessful ; and on one %tal ocga.-^ 
tion, he made use o£ some bank-notes be- 
longing to his master, to pity his debts of 
honour. • 

The merchant was a man of ai^.iuifeelisig 
Asp^sition ; and though he had iwt taken 
any precautions to guard him from tempta-* 
tlon, yet he had.no mercy for the conse- 
quences of his exposed manner of life. Deaf 
to the agonized entreaties of his mother* ha 
brought him to the bar of justice, where ha 
>cceived a sentence of transportation to Bot'^ 
any Bay. 

Shame, grief, and repentance ovcrwhehftn^ 
Cd him. He sunk into despairt wjnch, ad- 
ded to the horcor of mixing with the vilest 
of miscreants, induced a silent reserve, ttiat, 
ibr some time nothing could divert. The 
ftufferings of his voyage were greatly in^, 
creased by the detection of a conspira^ 
among the convicts, on board the veaaei Uk 
-which be aaUed> to i»urdtr the captaiAaiKt: 
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f^fBcers^ and then to escape 4, i)rae countrji 
^here they might reg«intheir\^berty. There 
was no distinction made between the inno- 
cent and the guilty ; all were subjected to 
▼.cry close imprisonment, and heavily iron- 
ed. Nine montl)s, in this situation, afforded 
lum ample opportunity for^i^ious reflections 
x>n past occurrences and their conseqjuenceli. 
He was convinced that punishment follows 
vice, e^en in this life, with unerring certain** 
ty ; and he determined so to conduct him- 
self, as, if possible, to wear oat the preju« 
dice against him, by establishing a good 
character with his superiorjs, and on no oc» 
casion whatever to forfeit his own approba* 
tion. 

The governor possessed humanity and 
discernment, and was very desirous of en* 
'douraging the reformation of the convicts, 
By a proper distribution of revi^ards and 
punishments. He soon fixied his attentioa 
on Harrison, and, as has been already men«»^ 
tioned, promoted him to a place of trust, 
^iiia fidelity answered his expectation^. On 
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ftevertl oecaftioiiB he sheared a senfe of hoii» 
oor, and an adherence to truth» that gained 
confidence and eateeni) ^hioh was increased 
bj the ioUowing incident :* 

A ship, laden with provisions, of irhich, 
from nntavourable hai'Vests, and other cir- 
cumstances, th^ colony stood in extreme 
need, was unfortunately lost upon the reef 
at Norfolk island. As soon as the weather 
became calm, two convicts were permitted 
to go off to the wreck, to endeavor to bring 
On shore sotne live hogs that were on board ; 
but inattendve either to the business on 
<¥hich' they were sent, or their own safety, 
these wretches drank of the liquors they 
found there, till they were intoxicated, and 
then madly set the ship on fire. Their des- 
perate situation was soon perceived on shore, 
and g^ns were fired as signals to awaken 
them to a sense of thei<^ danger, but without 
any Buccess. They were so affected with 

* 7%i> fact is related by ColUnSi in iU aCf 
count qf AetP South IVaietn^ 
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^hat they had drank, they woald neither 
put out the fire, nor c6me to land. Th^fe 
shore was crowded with spectators? anxioifft 
for their fate, amongst whom was Harrison') 
•whose feelings were so acute, that, without 
x:onsidering the risk of his own life, he 
plunged adventurously ipto the surf, extiii- 
*^uished the fire, and then compelled them 
to return with him. TJiis heroic action 
gained general applause, and procured him 
odistinguished marks of favour ; for he was 
permitted to go with an English officer, as 
secretary and draughtsman, in an e:Kpedition 
that was sent out to explore the coast to the 
northward (rf'Port Jackson, both as a reward 
for his courage, and on account of his quali^- 
fications in writing and drawing. .This in« 
dul^ence was particularly gratifying to him, 
as he had a desire to see the country, ani 
conVei*se with the savage inhabitants. 

The following remarks, selected from Hs 
memorandums, may give a general idea of 
the objects they saw in the course of their 
voyage. - . 

2-r20 
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*«The firet day or two, we passed alo^ 
$and7 beach, intersected with bays and 
«li<^Us; and visited several islands, some 
covered with wood, others steril and ui>- 
I^easing. As we advanced, we exchanged 
this flat ccmntry for a mountainous surface, 
and passed under the shadow of overhang- 
ing clifis, of a stupendous height. At the 
J>ase of one of these some of our party land- 
ed, and with extreme difficulty clambered 
to the top, which afforded an extensive view 
of the country and tiie direction of the coast. 

"Having re-embarkedt we pursued our 
voyage with a gentle gale, and were attend- 
ed by several large spermaceti whales, whicfr 
seemed to take delight in approaching the 
vessel, and playing their gambols for oer 
amusement. As opportunity intited, we 
frequently made excursions pn shore,, and 
seldom walked far without seeing the kan- 
^roo skipping on its bind legs between the 
thickets; or hearing the low whizzing cry 
of the worm-bat, a squat, thicks short-leg* 
ged, sluggish beast, v.'liich burrows undar 
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^^rotind. The trees were iirfiabifed by par- 
roquets, and small birds, of g^reat besinty ; 
Sand the rocky shores covered with fur seals. 
The few n^ives we saw were harmless and 
£r»endlf , and seemed pleased with the notice^ 
we took of ibem; being willing ta exchange 
their fiUets of kangaroos' hair, for cotton 
'teight-caps, and oth«r articles of Ettropean 
-dress. . 

" The ^rst party we fell in with was on 
40ine of the i^atids, where, from theii' hostile 
opl^arance on the shore, we felt some ap- 
|>rahension of their designs. They seemed 
to be standing up in their caooes,^ and pull- 
ing towards us in regular order, with all 
their force. Each man appeared to be furn- 
ished with a long pole or spear, Which they 
used for paddles; and the whole company 
shifted their weapons from one hand to the 
other at the same instant, after the manner 
of the South Sea islanders. The sloop ^v«8 
immediately prepared lor defence ; but as 
^e approae!h**d o«r isi^pposed enemy, we 
found our precautions were unnecessary^: 
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<hi» formidable band being only an inoffen» 
8ive party of fishermen, standing; upfon ai 
large fiat that surrounded the island, ailii 
drawing the fish into their nets; for vliich 
purpose they had formed theitiseives into 
a line and ivere splashing in the water -with 
long sticks. * 

" This untuttjred race have cot^se large 
features, which they make still more dis^^ 
agreei^le by begriming their skins 'vitb oily 
soot. Their hair is matted with fihh ; ani 
they go quite naked, except a belt round 
the. waist, and fillets of kangaroos' hair about 
their heads and arms. They depefid for 
food on fish, which they, take in nets ; or 
the animals that tliey can kill with the sp^r^ 
which is the weapon they use in the chaat) 
as well as in war ; and they show great dex*. 
$erity in the management of it. 

" Their huts are rudely buik, resembling 
a. covered arch-wayj and generaHy stand 
five or six togjelher* ... 

" The sight of our fire-arms gave them 
great alarm. In ^ther respects, tliey testir 
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4lkiS fhetr joy ^t our arrival) and viad^ ui 
vrekome by auitgii»^and dancing t amuacf 
•nents in which tte iakiU^itanta of these, tli^ 
mates frequently pass part of the nighl^ 
jroitnd a bladng fire^ in the cavities of thf 

TOCks." 

On hiti return from this expedition) Har^ 
rison received credentials ^of his good beha# 
^iour; and specimens «%re shown to the 
governor of bis writing) drawing) saap-inak^ 
itrg^ and skill in Sgures. 
* Such are the adVaatagies of knawledgt 
above ignorance) that be was from that timf 
treated wkh a degree txf respect j and in 
order to render his talents usefiil to the 
colotiy, he was released from all manual 
iabour, and employed as the instructor of 
the children under the inspection of the 
clergyman) who closely wtttched bis moral 
conduct. In this department he gained not 
only the approbation of the clergyman) but 
also his esteem. On a more intimate ac" 
quaintance with his character) he found that 
afiUctiQA h^ been to him a school of wiv 
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doni : that be was a true penitent, and gatit^ 
an excellent example to the youth entrtMted 
to his care. He represented Hanison to 
the governor as a perspn of distin^ished 
merity who, at that time, being obliged to, 
condemn to death two of the convicts, for 
the wanton murder of a native, was glad to 
soften this act of necessary justice .by aft 
instance of clemency. He therefore be* 
stowed public praises on William Harrisoi^ 
and gave him his freedom, on the condiiioi^ 
of remaining in the settlement tiU tHe.tiiue 
of his sentence was expired. 

Being now a free man, he coiM choose 
his own employment 4 but his attachmsitt 
to bis scholars, and the pleasure iie took in 
their improvement, determined him to re- 
main their instructor, for which he receitcd 
a handsome emolument. , 

About six months before the period of his 
banishment was to terminate, he receked 
an account of the death of bis mother, which ^ 
brought him to the resolution of spending 
the rest of his life in . the colony, tl^here ha -i 
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bad established a good character, rather than 
return to his native country, in which the 
reccJIectioii of his imsconduct and punish- 
ment would expose him to scorn and re- 
proach. 

His determination was honourable to him- 
stlf, and usefttl to others. In time he wasr 
inised tothe dimity of a nnigistrate, which 
he di^harged very uprightly, inclining al<* 
Ways to ti« side of mercy, and watching at- 
ienUvely the signs of repent^ce and amend-* 
ment amongst the convicts, that he might 
be instramental iii saving any poor wretch 
from the horrors of vice and infamy ; bear- 
ing always in mind his own gradual re- 
formation. 

•He^erminated a well-npent life, respected 
and Beloved both by the colonists and the 
Hatites ; and had a plain tomb erected to his 
BGemory, with an inscription relating the 
circumstances of iiis advancjement, conclud* 
ing. with this precept : • 

" Go thou and do likewise. '* 
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. THILdespotksoTerDmcntof Spaini $in4 
die blifld attftcbioent of the people to tho 
AtttUority of their pdiesta^ have not beeii abl^ 
to quench that higb sense of honour thathasi 
ever distinguished the character of the Spa«^ 
Bisb Bobilitf : a qi^ality which forms the ba-^ 
sis of many of their Tiniies, and makes the 
Spaniards amiable, notwitbsLandin|^ their 
sloth and bigotry. 

In the city of S^amuica is a very eek- 
brated unirersity, where a grandee, of tbo: 
highest rankt placed his oaly son^ Dost Se« 
bastian, the heirof his immense estate, the 
hope of the&mily f in whose mind he bait 
early implanted the hatighty distinctions d£ 
family descent, and the most scrupulous at^ 
CSichment to truth. Nature had favoured hhQi 
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wiiK many efidowmentft. His person was 
tall and sliender; hk eyes bkck and express 
sive, which enliTened his swarthy complex* 
ion, and corresponded with his black hair^ 
that he wore tied back with a rilrtxHi : his un- 
derstanding was solid rather than brilliant $ 
and his disposition^ though haughty, was 
generoas, and capable ofstroilg attachments. 

In the same college was a young man near« 
}y of Sebaatian's^age, called Don Ferdinand^ 
whose attainments in the different branches 
«f the!)* education, was upon an equality^ 
with his own. A constant rivalship subsist*^ 
cd between these youths: they al way d con« 
tended for the same prisre ; and were eachf 
Hy turns successful candidates^ 

Emulation, without envy, is an admira- 
bie spur to industry. Their mutual desire 
to excel each other advanced both to the high" 
est reputation for dtllgeneeand per8everance» 
which toon raised them for above their fel« 
low-students in their class. In every amuse^ 
ment tht^ depended on skill, the same con- 
test for superbrity was visible i m^ such 
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tpas the interest it ^ccaslonedt that the dai* 
ly div^rsbns of their cotnpiamoDa were taste^ 
less, unless they were opposed to each 
other. 

An accident, that at first appeared unfor* 
tunate, converted this riyalship into thc> 
mo6t lasting friendship. As they were one, 
^y performing the military exercise, and 
going through the manoeuvres of a mock 
fight, the adverse parties being command* 
ed by the two rivals, the button came off 
the point of the foil that Hon Sebastian had' 
ki his hand, and entered just above the left 
eye of Don Ferdinand. The extreme ago-. 
By produced a high -fever ; and, for some 
days, not only endangered his sight, but 
his life. 

The generous mind of Sebastian, was ira< 
mediately disarmed of every feeling of jea- 
lousy. He thought only of the injury he 
had inflicted, and of the mjerits of the suf- 
ferer. He hastened to procure the. first me- 
dical assistance ; watched flight and day. by. 
ills bed-side ; and attended him with all the 
^S^iduity of the t^ndcrest friendship. 
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Ferdinand was unwilling to be outdone in 
generosity of sentitiient. He waendl con- 
tented with merely expressing his forgivet 
Hess ; he even supiire&sed hb complaints^ 
liowever exquisite the pain, lest he should 
add to the self-reproaches of Sebastian. 
' Each admired the conduct of the other* 
Esteem succeeded to emulation ; atid friend* 
ship to the desire of superiority. Frond that 
.ttiifie all rivalry ceased, but the desire of ex^ 
celling each othier in acts of kindness and 
attachment. 

The painful time ©f separation arrived, 
•when they were to exchange the studies and 
recreations of the college forthat gtaftd the- 
atre of action, thfe world ; where each might 
have temptations to resit/ and difficulties to 
encounter, that required the counsel and at- 
tachment of a friend. Solemn promised 
were made on both sides to fulfil that sacred 
^office, in all its relations j but particularly on 
that 'of Sebastian, who was more ardent in 
his vows of service, fVom a consciousness of 
the superior opportunities he possessed^ |p 
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^Ueujojring the protection of a parentiWho 
addedNto the greatest desire of obligiog him, 
powerful ascendancy at court ; wbilai Fer^ 
dkiand was an orphan} who^ though deacendf 
0d from ancestors as nohle as those of his 
friend) ioherated a patem«d estate, that* 
from vaxious accidents^ was so okuch reduc« 
ed, as to be verjr insufficient to hupport the 
dignity of his ranky 

It is not always the privilege of r1tches» or 
the power attached to eminent situations, to 
confer the most important acts of kindness: 
favourable opportunities, and a dispoakkm 
devoted to do good, sometimes enable persons 
tn different circumstances to preserve the 
life, or honour, of those to whom they are 
attached. On leaving Salamanca they took 
difiPerent routes. Sebastian went to Madrid, 
to meet his father, and having spent some 
time with him, gained permission to travel 
for a few months, in order to visit some reia* 
tionsin the eastern provinces of Spain. Fer- 
dinand retired to a romantic castle, almost in 
ruinS) situated on a high rock> ki the south- 
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ern part of Granada, which cofnmanded an 
extensive prospect of the Mediterranean Sea', 
"Where he was wekotned by a silyer-haired 
old man, who acted as his steward, and Shed 
tears of joy at his^ return. This venerable 
person had been a faithfu4 servant to his fa- 
ther before he was bom, and, with se^'eral 
^ther ancient domeslicst was retained oat 
of a principle of gratitude, though no long^ 
er capable of felfining the duties of their 
respective offices. He had not been settled 
in the paternal mansion many months, when, 
as he was indulging his reflections in a sol- 
itary evening walk along the sea-shore, lie 
observed many indications of an approach- 
ing storm. - The sky was red and' lowering : 
the atmosphere, sultry and oppressive : tl% 
sea-birds screamed, and skimmed the agitat- 
ed surface of the ftweliing waves: the wind 
whistled with a hollow sound : and the gloo- 
my ^appearance of all nature warned him to 
return without delay. 

The tempest -came on with the approach 
of night, and raged* with great .violcace for 
2-^21 
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several hours. Awful peals o£ thuiuler ro- 
verberated through the ab; andtbe light- 
ning darted from every quarter of t^e hca* 
▼ens. In the mid^tof this war of eleineats^ 
Ferdinand several times fancied that he beard 
the sound of a distant gun^ which he appre* 
liended to be the signals of a ship in Stress. 
The idea was too afifeeting to permk him to 
«]eep; though it was impossible to afford 
assistance tUl the dawn of day. As soon as 
St was sudkiently light to distinguish one 
Inject from another, be hastened with bis 
servants to the edge of the water, when they 
beheld the wreck of a vessel tliat had bulged 
^pon the rocks* Some of the people still 
clung to the shrouds: the dead bodies of 
^hers were driven to shore by the impulse 
of the waves ; and 6ne young man, lashed 
to a plank, floated on the Water. Every 
probable means of relief was immediately 
exerted to rescue the survivors from their 
dangerous situation ; and many of them be- 
ing accustomed to the hardships of a «ea 
life, seconded the efforts of those on shorc> 
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to eflfect their pwn preservation. One ©f the 
first who got safe to land appeared under 
gfreat citation df mind, for the safety of the 
.youtti who had been tied to the plank; ex- 
claiming, that he should never dare to see 
the iace of his old master, if Don Sebastian 
was lost. At that name Ferdinand started ; 
and, upon makiag a more minute inquirjr, 
was convinttd that the pitiable object before 
Win was his iseloved friend. He no longer 
trusted to the assistance of his servants, bi^l 
instantly stripped^ and plunged into the wa« 
ter at the most imminent risk of his own life. 
He was actuated by solicitude for his friend, 
rather than judgment how to direct his at- 
tempts fpr his preservation. Being a good 
swimmer, he presently reached the planhn 
The emotions of both were distressing., He 
heard the moann of Sebastian, but wanted 
.force to bring the frail bark that supported 
hipitosKore. He used his utmost efforts 
to guide it, but witlw>ut effect j for the s^a 
was stiU very tempestuous. 



3y Google 



S4^4 THE FAITHFUL SPANIARDS. 

"Leave me,'* said Sebastian, "and sarc 
yourself,*' seeing his friend verjr much ex- 
htusted, and likely to be overpowered by a 
hirge waVe that was advancing towards th«m, 
ivhich threatened destmction toi)oth. ' 

^' Never," said Ferdinand : "let us sooner 
perish together, than that I should abandon 
the* at such a moment." 

Sebastian's servant having offered a large 
reward to any who should endeavout to save 
liis master, a boat, With two experienced 
sailors in it, pushed off, notwithstanding the 
roughness of the water, and reached the 
struggling friends just tinie enough to deliv- 
er them from their perilous situation. Every 
-means was used to recover Sebastian, to which 
the tendet attentions of his friend contributed 
in no small degree. 

When his mind was sufficiently calm, he 
informed Ferdinand that the motive of his 
voyage was pleasure ; but being driven out 
to sea farther than he intended, he had been 
overtaken by the storm, Which had wrecked 
Uie vessel; and compelled him to take refuse 
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under his roof^ contrary to the express comr 
snand of his father, who having been made 
«K:quainted with their intimacy, had laid ait^ 
under the most severe injunctions not to vis^t 
himy or maintain a correspondence with the 
descendant of a person against whom he had 
Jiad a, mortal grudfge. The cause of this 
quarrel was an attachment to the same lady^ 
whom the father of Ferdinand had married, 
in spite of all the artifices of his rival to pre^ 
T^ot it. An injury of so tender a nature was 
never forgiven. His resentment still continu* 
ed ; and he desired it should be perpetuated 
to the next generation. 

The struggle between contending duties 
plunged Sebastian into great difficulties. At 
. Jeaving college, he had premised a lasting 
friendship to Ferdinand, and to serve him, on 
all occasions, to the utmost of his power. His 
lather had extocted a reluctant assurance 
that be would forbear all intercourse with 
the chosen friend of his bosom. To perform 
both engagements, seemed, ai first irrecon- 
^cilablet but the path of virtue, though often 
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TiarroXv and beset with thorns, is never im^ 
passable. He renewed his professions of 
Teo^ard for Ferdinand, (a sensation that was 
now heightened by gratitude,) but determin- 
ed, however contrary to his inclination, ti 
leave his house as soon as the re-establish- 
ment of his health would permit him to be 
removed to another situation. The idea of 
bidding a last adieu was distressing to both 
parties, but especially to Ferdinand, who had 
not the consolation of knowing that he sacri- 
ficed his inclination to the duty of obeying a 
parent. 

Sebastian used every argument hci could 
suggest to get hirti to relinquish all future 
intercourse. "You," said he, "shall be the 
guardian of my honour. I have pledged my 
word to my father; and you know that the 
promise of a Spaniard is inviolable. You 
shall still occupy the first place in mv hearty 
whence no injunctions can ever banish you. 
Though I cannot enjoy your society, I shall 
consider your interest as my own, and setvt 
YOU on all occasions to the utmost of my 
oirer." 
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' Ferdinand adnnired his resolution and high 
sense of filial duty. By his example, be 
was strengthened in the detei^mination to 
yield, without farther renvonstram:e. They 
parted, with the expectation of meeting no 
more. . But the foresight of man is short 
and imperfect. Events the least probable 
often occur ; and those that appear almost 
•within our grasp, disappoint ov^v fondest 
hopes. 

- A few years after their separation, a war 
broke out between Spain aiid the stateis of 
Algiers, during which the father of Sebas- 
tian was appointed governor of a fortified 
town on the southern coast. The Algerinea- 
having suddenly invaded the country, and 
lauded a considerable number of troops, they 
burnt several small sea-ports ; plundered the 
villages ; and excited such alarm, that vig<* 
orous measures were used in vain to repel 
them. They advanced from one degree of 
boldness to another, till, elated by the unex^- 
pected success of an enterprise undertaken 
cbiefly for plunder, thqy laid sipge to the 
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town over which Don Carlos presided. The 
resolution of the inhabitants, and the spirited 
conduct of the governor, who had determin« 
ed to hold out to the last extremity, occa* 
stoned an obstinate resistance, which pro- 
voked the fierce Algerine, who Was of a 
savage temper, to exercise his power iti 
every act of cruelty towards any unfortunate 
Spaniard who fell into his hands. The mi«« 
eries of famine were begun to be felt in all 
their horrors. The stock of wholesome 
provisions was almost exhausted. The peo- 
ple were reduced to eat horaes, dogs, and 
even animals that had died a natural death. 
The dreadful instance of a mother's perish^ 
ing with hunger, from giving the whole of 
the scanty pittance she could procure to her 
ehildren, roused the feelings of every soldier 
to exert himself, in order to rescue the in- 
habitants from the dire calamities that over- 
whelmed them. Many extraordinary exam* 
pies of valour were displsyed, without 
success; especially among the officers, who^ 
looked up to Sebastian for their models who^ 
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\7Qs next in cotifimand to his father^ and from 
the suavity of his manners was as much be- 
loved^ as his father was detested on account 
of his harshness and pride. 

It happened that Ferdinand, who had en- 
gaged in the profession of arms, was quar- 
;tered in the garrison. The repugmmce he 
naturally felt, for a man whose unjust ven- 
geance had doubly injured Ijira ip tTi^ very 
tender points, the memory of his father and 
a communication with his frienjd^ rendered 
bis situation disagreeable : but, as he w^s 
aware that his private quarrels ought not to 
interfere with the public Interest, he deter- 
mined to conform, in all respects, to the 
dis^line of his $tation, apd, if possible, to 
4:onceal himself from the .observation of the 
governor. In that he was not able to suc- 
xreed. Don Carlos perceived that his ene* 
any was under his command ;, and very 
ungenerously appointed him to the most 
dangerous enterprites. Ferdinand always 
obeyed without a murmury and performed 
Jbis duty so exactly, that malice itself could 
22 
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not' suggest a complaint. Thii excelDmt 
c'ji'duct exasperated Don Carlos^ as it gave 
him no opportunity to exercise that severity 
to which he was too prone. He determined, 
thfrefore, to degrade him, if he cotild not 
punish him ; and with that deiign he ordered 
him to* enter the enemy*s camp, tmder the 
disguise of a woman, and to bfing him^oi 
account of their designs. His heart abhor* 
red the treacherous deed. But he was under^ 
the sWay} of military dificipliae ; remon* 
etrance was nst^less : he was compelled to 
obey. Unused to dissimulate, he tnade an 
awkward spy* His want of lidroitness raised 
suspicions. He was detected in' the fkcti^ 
and sentenced to be hanged immediately on 
a gallows erected before the principal ^ate 
of the toVirn, as a revenge upon the governor 
fji' his obstinate defence of the place, on « 
fhliici idea that he was the son of Don Carlos. 
Every pieparation was making for the awfol 
ceremony. The victim was even dragged 
from his prison, in order to*beJed to pun- 
isiiment; ivheu a young Sp«mi^d mdhdd 
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